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THE UNEXPECTED MEETING, \ 
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ORD * Late Weſtland had 
not long been gone from the 
Hall, before ſome flying touches of 


the gout determined Mr. e to 
goto Bath, 


4 


Vor. II. B Marcia 


* 
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Marcia had never been there, and 
did not expect ſhe ſhould derive much 
pleaſure from this journey, except the. 
* gratification that change of ſcene af. 
fords to the mind ; for ſhe knew her 
Father too well, to ſuppoſe he would 
allow her to enter into the gaieties of 
the place: Theſe, perhaps, ſhe would 
ſometimes have wiſhed to participate 
in, had not the ſecret inclination ſhe 
ſtill felt for St. Clairfont, rendered 
her indifferent ,to every thing- which 
did not directly or indirectly refer to 
that e 2 


Arrived at Bath, her firſt care was 
to get the beſt piano forte, and the 
moſt celebrated muſic maſter of the 
place. — She had of late ſomewhat ' 
neglected her muſic, her mind having 
been conſtantly diſturbed ever fince 
ſhe left Gray- Lodge: But now ſhe 

indulged herſelf in playing over St. 
YE» favourite pieces, and felt, 
| while 
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While thus employed, an exquiſite: 
ſenſation of delight. Muſic revived 
thoſe ſentiments which abſence had 
ſomewhat weakened, and her imagi- 
nation, at once lively and tender, re- 
preſented him to her in the ande 
charming colours, 


Her unwearied attention to pleaſe 
her Father, with whom ſhe was con- 
ſtantly confined; her perfect acqui- 
eſcence in all his caprices; her ami- 
able temper, which never varied, 
wrought upon a character, ſavage 
even as was the Juſtice's, and induced 
him to make ſome efforts to amuſe | 
her. — He could not help obſerving - 
how very different her conduct was 
to that of the generality of modern 
young Ladies, and he felt proud of 
his daughter. —Occaſionally he hob- 
bled with. her to the rooms, and fre- 
quently to the play; but he did not 

| B 2 | extend 


# 
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extend his complaiſance ſo far al | 
datt eg carigag | ey 


One IVY as Martia was a 
theatre! with her Father, the ſound of 
a voice in the box adjacent to hers _ 
penetrated to her heart, and made 
her look with infinite emotion to ſee 
who ſat in the box. The firſt object 
ſhe beheld was St. Clairfont ; his 
eyes met hers, and covered her with 
bluſhes, and when he haſtily drew 
near and ſpoke to her, ſhe trembled 
fo much the could ſcarcely anſwer 


Mx. Burnble: cordially ſhook hands 
with St. Clairſont, and the latter pre- 
ſented to him, and Marcia, his ſiſter 
Mrs. Belfield. Marcia, though natu- 
rally ſhy, entered very. readily into 
converſation with St. Clairfoar's ſiſter, 
and was agrecably furpriſed to hear | 
their lodgings * A ſecret ſym- 

pathy 


„ 
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pathy ſeemed to unite theſe Ladies 
in friendſhip, and they did not part 


without mutual alurances of feeing 
each other often. 


Marcia 8 ien on . horde, | 
was too. much agirated to permit her 
to ſleep : Though St. Clairfont had 
ſaid nothing particular to her, ſhe had 
perceived his colour change when he 
firſt ſaw her, and his hand had trem- 
bled when le had led boy to 1570 
chair. | 


The next morning ſhe talked mucm 
to her Father of the pleaſure ſhe pro- 
poſed to herſelf from Mrs. Belfield's 
ſociety ; ſhe might have added what 
ſhare St. Clairfont would contribute 
towards it; but hat ſhe choſe to ſup- 
preſs,. and ſhe was ftill talking of> 
Mrs. Belfield, and thinking of the 
Colonel when they arrived:.— All her 
e reſolution 
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reſolution could not conceal the flurry 
of her ſpirits on this occaſion. 


Mr. Bumble, who had always liked 
St. Clairfont, ſeemed glad to ſee 
him, and, - fortunately for Marcia, 
Mrs. Belfield, not being in the leaſt a 
fine Lady, pleaſed her Father, — The 
Ladies ſoon grew extremely intimate, 
and the two families paſſed moſt of 
their time together. — St. Clairfont 
and his fiſter uſed to play at back- 
- gammon with Mr. Bumble, and, as 
they put up with his crabbed humour, 
they entirely won his heart. —Marcia 
now ſaw the man ſhe adored very 
frequently ; - but, alas! ſhe was not 
the happier for it. — She could not 
help obſerving, that ſince the firft 
night they had met, his eyes never 
had betrayed the ſlighteſt pleaſure at 
ſeeing her; on the contrary, they 
ſeemed averted from her. —If by ac- 
cidei he found her alone, the cir- 


cumſtance 


nn 7 
cumſtance ſeemed to embarraſs him; 5 
his natural taciturnity was encreafed, 
and he haſtened to quit her. — The 
dejection of his countenance, and the 
deep ſighs that efcaped him, con - 
vinced her that he was unhappy.— 
dome fatal paſſion embitters his 
days,” ſaid ſhe to Herſelf: Alas! 
he is in love, but not with me | Were 
the object of his affection, what 
ſhould prevent his declaring -it ? Ho 
came J ever to fancy he loved me? 
What an infatuation ! — Yet his eyes 
at times ſeemed to aſſure me his ſen- 
timents correſponded to my own; but 
certainly 1 have deceived myſelf; it 
is but too evident that he regards me 
with-indifference.” — This idea had a 
cruel effect upon Marcia; ſhe grew 
pale, thin, and, in ſpite of all her 
efforts to aſſume a chearful counte- 
nance, her eyes frequently gliſtened 
with tears. — Mrs. Belfield, a ſtranger 
to the effects of love, attributed to 

4 B4 W 2 | 
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indiſpoſition the change ſhe perceived 


in her young friend; ſhe imagined 
her attention to her Father occaſioned 


her to paſs too ſedentary a life; ſhe 
therefore thought it right to entice 
her out, and was perpetually preſſing 
her to accompany her in her walks 


agreeable, ſhe inßiſted on her brother's. 


accompanying them; be frequently, 
however, contrived ſome engagement 
that might prevent his, attending 
them. 4 oY vonn A8 1 %% 
A eig zit 93916 o betta to rin 15 
Let us new vids the re-uniced, pair 


at Beachly ; apparently 9 
went on well. — Meliſſa having by 


experience found that, though Lord, 
Weſtland was terrible when his anger 
was rouſed, yet it was no difficult 
matter to govern. him. She was con- 


vInced, her future happineſs depended 
on the aſcendeney ſſie meant to gain 
on ** mind ;, 40; ]ccomplith this 

point 
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point ſhe feigned an abhorrence of 
her paſt conduct, a cordial forgiveneſs 
of her captivity, and a renewal of 


chat tenderneſs ſhe had once pretended 
to feel for him. 


It will eaſily be imagined, that two 
characters ſo oppoſite as thoſe' of La» 
dy Weſtland and Lady Leonora' Gray 
could not heartily coaleſce : The for- 
mer underwent a cruel penance, in 
liſtening- to diſcourſes of which ſhe 
did not underſtand three ſyllables ; 
yet, after the late eclat, the ſupport + 


of a perſon of her rank and charac- * 


ter ſeemed a deſirable ſanction, ſhe 
therefore feigned an admiration for 
her aunt's extraordinary abilities, and 
endeavoured, by the moſt ng 
_— to win her 2 


— 


On the dba tans; Linky tte 


_ though ſhe deſpiſed her, for her 'igno- 
rance, commended the ſweetneſs of 


B 1 
5 1 


10 THE S „ EA. 

her diſpoſition, and admired the do- 
cility with which ſhe received her 
lectures. Courted and amuſed by her 
nephew and niece, ſne was in "__ 

: _ humour. | 


The weather. lay now vary ot, 
the party adjourned to Groſvenor- 
* Square, —Meliffa could not, without 
great emotion, re- viſit a town from 
- which ſhe had been torn ſo precipi- 


tately. Colonel Philamour continued 
abroad to her great ſatisfaction: The 
impreſſion he had made on her, though 
attended with ſuch fatal conſequences, 
had been leſs deep than might have 
been imagined, and it has been ſeen 
that a ſhort abſence totally oblitera- 
ted it, — Whether Lady Weſtland 
would have been tempred to have re- 
newed her intimacy with Lady Wan- 

der, I know not; but, juſt as ſhe ar- 
rived in TO Sir John and Lady 
Wander 
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Wander had thought it extremely 
convenient to take a little tour to 
France, having lately diſcovered that 
the air of Great-Britain was very pre- 
judicial to their healths.— Meliſſa now 
entered again into the world : The 
ſtrong ' ſupport given her by Lord 

| | Weſtland and his family occaſioned 
her to be. received with more indul- 
gence than ſhe dared to expect, with 
the exception of a few perſons (un- 
commonly delicate in the choice of 

their acquaintance) who appeared ſny 

to her; ſhe was treated in general as | 


As ſhe had long been convinced | 


that her nlisfortunes aroſe from her 
want of prudence, ſhe adopted quite 
a new ſtyle of conduct. She recalled 
to mind les bienſeances, ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended by Lady Wander, which 
ſhe had totally neglected. Hencefor- 
wards, whatever | gratifications ſhe 
B 6 might 


| 


% 
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might be induced to allow. her palſj- 
ons in private, ſhe reſolved in public 

do appear a pattern of diſcretion; in 
ſhort, | to change the character of a 
coquette for that of a prude.— In 
purſuante of this plan, ſhe never went 
into public without being accompa- 
nied by her Lord or Lady Leonora; 
her gay companions were ſhunned; 
no danglers allowed to follow her, 
and, in lieu of the wild, unreſtrained 
gaiety of her former behaviour, the 
aſſumed a compoſed dignified air, and 
modeſty corrected her dreſs as well as 
her countenance. — Lord Weſtland, 
_ enraptured at this change, became 
more enamoured than ever; he formed 
to himſelf a moſt charming picture 
of domeſtic ſelicity, which ſhe ſeem- 
ed diſpoſed to tealiae. As nothing 
but her former averſion to beme had 
driven, him from it; he nom readily 
expunged his name from ſeveral clubs, 
nn he frequented aſſiduouſiy du- 


9 | ring 


* 
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ring her abode at the Caſtle, andpaſ- 
ſed. moſt of his evenings in little 
parties in Groſyenor: Square theſe, 
towards the end of the ſpring, be- 
came more frequent, owing to a cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting Lady Weſtland, 


which e to e os il | 
meſtic Fr 


_ Amongſt thoſe who never failed'to 
make one of the Weſtland's ſociety; 
was the Earl's particular friend, Sir 
Harry Baſil. — His frequent viſits, 
however, were more the effect of Lord 
Weſtland's importunity than of his 
own inclination. — Paſſionately fond: 
of women, he did not care to expoſe 
himſelf to Lady Weſtland's bewitch- 
ing charms: He loved Lord Weſt- 
land, and he had principles of the 
ſtricteſt honour, but he did not wiſh 
to expoſe them to 00 ſevere a trial, — 
He doubted of Lady 'Weſtland's re- 
formation; the change to 
kim too ſudden to be ſincere: Cer- 
tain 
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tuin equivocal glances had in unguard- | 
ed moments fallen from her eye over 
his perſon, which denoted, that ' ſhe 
was by no means inattentive to a fine 
figure; and it was not without diffi- 
eulty that he could reſtrain his eyes, 
or his tongue, from expreſſing 675 
gratitude for the favour: . 


One night, after having ſupped ir 
Groſvenor-Square, he found, on his' 
return home, à note. artfully lipped 
into his coat pocket: He trembled, 
and almoſt doubted whether he ſnould 
open it. The temptation, however, 
being irreſiſtible, he unfolded i it, and 
found, in a diſguiſed hand, the fol- 


lowing words : : 


* Is it pollible, that a man of Sir 
« Harry Baſil's gallantry ſnould not 
« perceive the impreſſion he has made | 
“on a heart too ſuſceptible for its 
« own repoſe ?—It has, alas ! indured 


nr by 
« many painful conflicts, with reaſon” 
« and modeſty, before ir could reſolve 
te to avow a paſſion he feems deter- 
4“ mined not to ſee.— If curioſity, or 
cc a more flattering motive, ſhould 
« induce him to wiſh for any further 
“ explanation, he may depend upon 
receiving it, if he will place the 
« large cameo," he ufually wears on 
the little finger of his right-hand, 
c on his left, the firſt time he 
« viſits his friend in CF | 
cc * Square. 2» 


* Good God P”' cried Sir Harry, 
ee what an abandoned woman is this! 
— Yet ſhe is lovely as an angel!“ — 
Agitated by contending paſſions, now 
melting into tendernefs, now checked 
by friendſhip ; one moment longing 
. to profit by his good fortune, the 
next ſhock'd and diſguſted at it; he 
was unreſolved how to act: At laſt 
honour obtained the victory, and he 

determined 
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determined to haſten out of town the 
very next morning. He did ſo, bur 
his ſtay was very ſhort ; a call of the 
Houſe of Commons ſummoned him 
2 to town: In traverſing Hyde-Park, 
in his way home, he met Lord Weſt- 
land, who, reproaching him for his 
abrupt departure, inſiſted on his go- 
ing home with him to dinner. Sir 
Harry, having in vain e eee 
be excuſed, entered Lord We | 
houſe, with an agitation that he 1 
ſcarcely conceal, which was e- 
rably encreaſed when he found the 
Counteſs alone in the drawing - room, 
where Lord. Weſtland left him while 
he went to dreſs, — Nothing could 
aſtoniſh - Sir Harry more than the 
eaſy, ſerene air with which ſhe received 
him; not the leaſt confuſed; ſhe en- 
tered into converſation upon indiffe- 
rent ſubjects: At laſt, as if recollect- 
ing herſelf all at once, ſhe: ſaid; 
9 F "_ —_—y did you receive 


ey 


% 


my note? - Sir, Harry, petrified at 
the ,queſtion, and .at.s loſs-what (to. 
anſwer, remained filent wich his eyes 
fixed on the ground. Did you 
hear me d cried, Meliſſa. * J did, 
Madam, ſtammered out the Baronet; 
but honourꝭ friendſnip - = + 
What, interrupted, they) © are you; - 
talking of What have honour and. 

friendſbip to da with the ſubject I. 

wrote to you upon ? Faith, Mar- 

dam, 1,zhought they. pers very much. 

concerned z, but . F Ridicu- br 

lens l. upon, my. word, ſaid (Lady! | 

Weſtland, laughing: “ J. cannst ſee 
ha either can, ſuffer by, your accom- 

panying Lord Weſtland, myſelf, and, 
a large party, to dine at Richmond 

the day after to- morrow. — Sir Har 

ry; confounded. beyond meaſure, did 

not know what to think; whether it 

was an artſul turn of Lady Weſtland's, 

or whether ſome other perſan had 
written che billets Ri eee ph, 


40 
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ber character, however, inclined him 
ſtill 'to think ber to be it's author; 
and he ſuppoſed that, piqued-at tis 
coldneſs, ſhe now meant to diſavow 
it. — In the midſt of his perplexity 
Lady Leonora and Miſs Gray entered, 
which relieved him not a little; bur 
freſh cauſe for ſurpriſe now oceurted: 
— Mifs' Gray, ho had always been 
particularly civil and attentive to him, 
appeared to be extremely out of hu- 
mour: Chance (not inclination) ad 
placed him next to her at dinner, and 
he found her ſo ſullen, that ke could | 
not obtain a word from her. At lat 
the ſaid to him in a low voice, Let 
me look at your ring. „Some ſuſpr- 
cion now darted into his mind, that 
Hecatiſſa might have written the 
note, that had given him ſo much 
diſquiet. — Vexed at the blunder he 
had made, full of diſguſt and con- 
tempt for his neighbour, he ſcarcely 
deigned to tell her he had not got it 
i . 
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on. — The moment dinner was over 
he haſtened to his own houſe, where 


he formd the note Lady Weſtland al- 


luded to, and rejoiced inexpreſſibly 


at finding her innocent; he reſolved 


boldly to return into Miſs Gray's own 
hands the billet ſhe had depoſited into 


his pocket: Such a mark of con- 
tempt he imagined the moſt effectual 


means of ſtopping the progreſs of her 
forward paſſion, 


Thea very evening f he returned | to 
Lord Weſtland's, and, watching for a 


favourable opportunity, preſented the 


billet as he had intended; Mifs Gray 
received it with complacency, not diſ- 
covering that it was that ſhe had 
written; Soon after ſhe withdrew, 
and, as ſhe did not appear at ſupper, 
and. had pleaded indiſpoſition as an 
excuſe, he could no longer doubt of 
her being the author, — To his great 
joy he heard no more of it; he bore 
with 


* 
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Wich refignation the-ill-humour occa- 
fioned by her diſappointment, and 
attended Lord and Lady Weſtland to 
Richmond: The latter ſeveral times 
rallied him on the fingular expreſſions. 
he had made uſe of relative to the 
Richmond party, and he came off 
but indifferently, by pretending they 
had eſcaped him in an abſent fit. 
From that time he perceived Lady 
Weſtland ſet a guard on her eyes, no 
longer apprehenſive of their bewitch- 
| ing influence, he viſited as uſual in 
Grofvenor-Square.— Miſs Gray's pen- 
chant had given place to an averſion 
which ſhe did not endeavour to diſ- 
_ guiſe; nobody but Sir Harry knew 
the cauſe, Adee e en 
to reveal it. 4000 


8 


1 Marcia was ill at Bath; her fatal 
paſſion unabated, but it was no longer 
a ſecret to Mrs; Belfield:; ſhe had at 
length perceived that her brother was 
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the fole cauſe of her friends djected 
appearance; the emotion viſible in 
her countenance, even at the . 
IP name, agg 185 


| One n WER Marcia came 
to viſit Mrs. Belfield, - ſhe found a 
ſmall box on the table, which ſhe 
opened by her friend's defire, 'and was 
ſtruck with the picture of one of the 
moſt beautiful faces ſhe had ever ſeen ; 
after admiring it for ſome minutes, 
ſhe expreſſed a curiolity to know 


whether it was drawn from the hfe, or 


from the painter's imagination.“ It 


© an exact imitation : of nature; it, 
indeed, ſcarcely did juſtice to the beau- 
tiful girl whom it repreſemed. Is 
the then dead ꝰ aſked Marcia, with 

an air of intereſt. — No,“ replied 
Mrs. Belfield, © ſhe is ſtill alive ; but, 
alas ! grief bas. probably, ſtill more 
| than time, faded that lovely face.” 
3 Mrs. 


is, ſaid Mrs. Belfield with a ſigb, 


N rs. Belfield wife bet mind ſeem- 
| ed engroſſed by ſome melancholy re- 
membrance; at laſt turning to Mar- 
cia, © Sit down, my dear,“ ſaid ſhe 
it is time you ſhould be informed of 
ſome anecdotes relative to our family ; 
'the hiſtory of the original of that 
portrait will form a part of my nar- 

ration.“ | 


My Father poſſeſſed in lineal de- 
ſcent a very conſiderable eſtate, and 
my Mother brought him a fortune, 
which in thoſe days was conſidered as 
large ; the. family eftate was entailed 
on the eldeſt fon proceeting from that 

marriage ; part of my Mother's for- 
tune went to- the payment of ſome 
debts on. my Father's eſtate, and the 
reſt was ſettled. on younger children. 
—Several years elapſed between the 
birth of Henry and mine, and we 
alone, out of ſeveral ra: fury : 
vived infancy. | 


My 
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My father's mind was uſually en- 
groſſed by ſome darling purſuit that 
diverted his attention from family 
concerns: he had ſome pride in my 
brother, ho pwmiſed to do his 
family no ſmall credit, but he ſcarce- 
ly noticed me, till one day an anti- 
quarian, one of his great friends, 
diſcovered that I was extremely like 
the buſt of Agrippina, the wife of 
Germanicus; from that moment he 
grew partial to me. —Farly i in life he 
had imbibed a love of virtù, and a 
long ahade in Italy had furniſhed him 
with opportunities of cultivating his 
paſſion for the fine arts. He had been 
taught to believe, by thoſe whoſe in- 
tereſt it was to dupe him, that no 
perſon poſſeſſed fo refined a taſte, 
ſo exquiſite a Judgment as himſelf, — 
Every day he added ſomething to his 
collection of pictures and ſtatues.— 
He kept up a conſtant correſpondence 
with the moſt famous virtuoſi in all 

. countries; 
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countries; nete ner 
ed of any recent diſcovery in the an- 
tique way; and more than once haſt- 
ened to Italy to give his opinion on 
ome mutilated ſtatue er dug 1 


Hi houſe i in town, FOR ſpacious, 
was ſoon much too ſmall. to contain 
all his treaſures; he reſolved, there- 
| fore, to build another, which was to 
be a monument of his own taſte in 
architecture: He himſelf drew the 
| plan; it was admired by his flatterers ; 
and in a fhort time compleated.— 
Here, indeed, he had a noble apart- 
ment for his collection, which occu- 
pied one entire floor. — All attention 
to the offices had been overlooked; 
the two pair of ſtairs rooms were very 
Tow and ill-contrived, fo was the attic; 
but he had the ſatisfaction ef inhabit- 
ing a houſe built in the pureſt Grecian 
ſtyle, that had only the rrifling deft 
of being ane of convenience. 
Scarce 


£ 


Te 2 
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Scarce had my father been lodg- 
ed two years amidſt his gods and 
goddeſſes, than he diſcovered evident 
ſymptoms of diſguſt; the pleaſure 
of novelty over, his mind languiſhed 
after ſome more active enjoyment. 


Gardening preſented to his imagi- 


nation an endleſs ſource of delight. 


— His ſeat in the weſt, which he 
had never viſited, except for the pur- 
poſe of raiſing money, was now rapid- 


Ay explored, and a variety of im- 
provements deſigned. Woods were 


cut downs ground was levelled ; 
mountains pared away; water forced 
out of its courſe ; and arable: land 
converted into a ſpacious lawn. 


My , mother, Who had borge 
patiently with all the inconvenience 
of her houſe, bullt in #be pureſt Gre- 
cian ſtyle, now tepined at my father's 
laviſh prodigality, on che ſcore of 


Vol. II. C improve- 
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improvement; ſhe ventured even to 
doubt he had fucceeded ; and, finally, 

was convinced the alterations had 
ſpoiled the place. —She regretted the 
ſhade of ſome venerable elms that 
formed a ſtately avenue through the 
park to the houſe, near a mile long: 
No friendly grove remained for her 
to ſaunter in, ſheltered from the noon- 
tide beam. — The houſe ſtood on a 
bare eminence, expoſed to every 
blaſt, ſurrounded by an extenſive 
lawn of coarſe ſcanty graſs, that neither 
Pains nor expence had hitherto been 
able to fine and ſmooth into a velvet 
green ward. — She grumbled at the 
kitchen - garden's being ſent into 
exile a mile and a half diſtance from 

its old ſtation : She ſaw, with diſguſt, 
plantations of firs diſplace foreſt trees; 
and perceived no reaſon for filling up 
ſome excellent fiſh ponds. that were 
particularly convenient for the nu- 
merous tribe of aquatic fowl which 


G 
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ſhe delighted in rearing.— Every year 
added to my father's difficulties, but 
{till he retrenched' not: A rage for 
farming, which he did not in the leaſt 
underſtand, compleated his ruin: He 
was obliged to ſell his fine houſe in 
town; but though he was offered a 
conſiderable fum for his beſt marbles, 
he "refuſed to part with them; theſe 

he contrived to ſecrete with ſome of 
his moſt valuable pictures. His cir- 
cumfſtancescontinned much embarraſ- 
ſed, and his creditors very importunate. 
—He had exhauſted every reſource, 
and- at laft was obliged to put his 
eſtate to nurſe; and quit England. 
His creditors agreed to allow him a 
ſhalt annuity, which, with my mother's 
pin-money, enabled him to ſupport 
his family very decently in the ſouth of 
France, where every article of life was 
much cheaper at that time than it is at 


preſent.” My motber's partialiry for her 


native country made her quit it with a 
2 C2 heavy 
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heavy heart; but the habit of affliction 
had worn down the edge of all ſenſi- 
bility in her diſpoſition, therefore ſhe 
ſuffered leſs than many perſons would 
have done in her . ſituation. — The 
trouble of moving, and inconvenien- 
cies attendant on a long voyage, en- 
groſſed all her thoughts; nothing was 
ſo grievous to her as to he put out of 
her way. | 


On the road ſhe diſliked every 
ching; half ſtarved herſelf rather than 
ſubmit to the cookery of the country ; 

and offended thoſe who were diſpoſed 
to be civil to her, by comparing every 
thing ſhe ſaw with what ſhe had ſeen 
in England, and always in favor of 
her own country. — At laſt we ſettled 
at Montpellier, and my brother was 
ſent to an academy at Turin, to finiſh 
his education. The beſt maſters of 
Montpellier were procured for me; 
and my mother reſolved to employ 
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ker time in ſuperintending * edu. 
cation. 1 


At firſt we lived 1 very 0 but 
by degrees we formed an acquaintance 
with the principal families in the 
town ; my mother retained many of 
her Engliſh prejudices, but inſenſibly 
they diminiſhed. —Amongft thoſe my 
father and mother frequented chiefly, 
were the Count and Counteſs de Sa- 
lenciere; ſhortly a ſtri intimacy en- 
fued; the Count had a tafte for 
prints, and my father diſcovered in 
himſelf an admiration for them, of 
which he was before wholly uncon- 


fcious; ſoon it became a paſſion, and 


no company but that of the Count's 
pleaſed him. —He was now well recon- 
ciled to his ſituation, and engaged with 
his new friend in forming a collec- 


tion of the fineſt prints; this could 


not be done without money, which he 
had now. no method of procuring but 
C42 by 
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by pinching ba, family: CEconomy 


became his favorite theme ; he con- 
ſtantly recommended it to us, but 
rarely practiſed it himſelf. 


The Counteſs de Salenciere was an 
'amiable woman; her manners were ſoft 
and gentle; her underſtanding good, 
though little cultivated; her diſpoſition 
was chearful, fond. of pleaſure, with 
an imagination fertile in reſources to 
procure it. My mother, who had 
hitherto. been diſtinguiſhed by the ap- 
pellation of la trifte ' Angloiſe, ceaſed 
to be ſo after ſne had been fome 
time in Madame de Salenciere's ſo- 
ciety. — “ You Engliſh,” ſaid the 
Counteſs, add not a little to the 
real evils in life, by affecting a con- 
tempt for thoſe trifles that amuſe a 
French woman; and ſtill more by 
that abominable trick of thinking — 
When I was young I entered with 
ſpirit into every ſcheme that promiſed 
amuſe- 
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amuſement. — My age and my health 
now oblige me to content myſelf with 
promoting that of others; and I do 
aſſure you, when 1 ſce a party of 
young people, all innocently gay and 
happy, amuſing themſelves with all 
their hearts and ſouls, I feel myſelf 
again in my ſummer. — If any thing 
goes wrong; I never ſit myſelf down. 
and reflect upon it, for ten to one my 
meditations will only make it appear 
ſill worſe. —My only care is to avoid. 
ſelf-reproach ; time and patience mi- 
tigate all evils that do not originate in 
ourſelves.” — My mother did not ex- 
amine whether Madame de Salenciere's 
mode of reaſoning was juſt; ſhe con- 
tented herſelf with adopting her ſtyle 
of life ; and ſhortly found, that a de- 
termination to be ſatisfied with one's 
ſituation, goes a great way towards 
making one ſd in reality. — Madame 
de Salenciere had a niece who lived 
with her.— Pauline de Monteul was. 

L4 much 
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much'about my age, not at all hand- 
ſome, yet ſhe had the whiteſt teeth, 
and the moſt brilliant black eyes ima- 
ginable. — She appeared wild, giddy, 
and thoughtleſs, to poſſeſs much good 
humour, and little feeling. Though 
' the never ſaid any thing that was. 
worth remembering, her vivacity ren- 
dered her converſation lively and en- 
tertaining; ſometimes, indeed, her 
comical remarks and exuberant mirth 
diſcompoſed that propriety of beha- 
viour I had, from my infancy, been 
accuftomed to obſerve before my 
parents. — My mother's diſpoſition, 
cold and reſerved, always kept me in 
awe of her. — She never neglected her 
duty in effential points; but ſhe 
had little indulgence for our foibles ; 
never attempted to gain our con- 
 fidence; and had no idea of blending. 
the friend with the mother. —Accuf- 
tomed, therefore, to be little noticed 
N by * brother, who had ever 
loved 
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loved me tenderly) I was delighted 
with my new companion; we were 
perpetually together ; young, and in- . 
experienced, I was eaſily deceived by 
Pauline's profeſſions of regard, though 
upon a longer acquaintance I was. 
convinced ſhe had too little feeling 
to be capable of any generous ſenti- 
ment. „ 


Our friends, the Salencieres, had 
an only ſon, who was about two 
years older than my brother, and 
educated, as well as himſrif, at 


Turin, Here Mrs. Belfield was | 
interrupted by Mr. Bumble's ſudden © | 


; and fhe was obliged to de- 
er the continuation of her Narrative.. 
— ia felt intereſted for the origi- 


nal of the portrait; and an inquietude 
that ſhe could not account for. 
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3 CONTINUATION: OF THE EPISODS. 


E next ee Mrs. Bel- 
field, at Marcia's entreaty, re- 
A her Narration. 


©3756 A \ Gmilariey of diſpoſition,” ald 
ſne, between young Salenciere and 
my brother, ſoon united them in the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip. They were not 
only inſeparable companions at the 
academy; but likewiſe when they came 
to paſs the vacation at Montpellier: — 
The leaſt offence offered to one, was 
ſure to be reſented by the other; and 


both were anxious to return the kind- 


_ neſſes ſhewn to either: The Count 
and my father, ſaw with pleaſure, 
this intimacy, and encouraged it.— 
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Lads de Salenciere was more faſhion- * 
ed than my brother ; he excelled in 
all manly exerciſes. — He could tame 
the moſt unmanageable horſe; vault 
upon the ſaddle with ſurpriſing activity, 
and maintain himſelf there with a ſxkill 
that baffled every endeavour of the 
beaſt to diſmount him. — He was rec- 

koned to fence better than any young 
man in France; and he danced with. 

an eaſe and grace that won him no 
ſmall. favor with our. ſex. — But if 
Henry was inferior to im in theſe 
ſhowy accompliſhments, he was much 
ſuperior to him in intellectual acqui- 
ſitions.— His mind was highly poliſh- - \. 
ed; he was well read in: ancient and 

modern authors; delighted in paetry ; 
and, in. ſecret, courted. the muſes 3 
but not ſo as to divert his attention 
from more ſerious ſtudies. 


Henry, even at that early period 
of his life, was grave; naturally of a. 
C 6 contem 


rr ri 
contemplative turn. Louis de Salen- 
ciere had a great deal of fire and vi- 
vacity, and paſſions leſs under the 
reſtraint of reaſon than Henry.— Both 
were equally generous, and both had 
che fame principles of honour and in- 
regrity. ./ 


When they left the academy, my 
father determined my brother ſhould 
travel, which was a ſad vexation to 
our little ſociety. — The addition of 
two ſuch amiable young men ani- 
mated it extremely. —Pauline, in par- 
ticular, ſeemed to feel Henry's ap- 
proaching departure, — He had not 
diſtinguiſhed her as ſhe wiſhed, tho 
her eyes freq ently reproached him 
for his cruelty. — To me he did not 
diſſemble the diſguſt her behaviour 
excited in his breaft, and lamented 
that ſhe was the deſtined wife of his 
friend. Henry would have been 
happy had Louis been permitted to 

| - accom» 
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accompany him into Italy; but the 
Count de Salenciere thought it time 
to celebrate the nuptials of Louis and 
Pauline. — Perhaps he had feen her 
partiality for my brother; ſhe had 
taken little pains to diſſemble it; be 
that as it may, he refuſed to let his 
fon travel, and ſhortly after Henry's 
departure the young people were mar 
ried. 


My brother was abſent a twelve- 
month ; his return diffuſed great joy in 
our family, and none of us were more 

happy to ſee him than Louis de Salen- ; 

ciere. — The Counteſs Louis (for fo. - 
Pauline was now called) received him 
very coldly ; ſhe had not forgotten how 
ineffectually ſhe had attempted to gain 

this heart. — He always treated her 
with the refpett due to his. friend's 
wife; but avoided alt opportunities 
of cultivating any intimacy with her. 

4 | | 
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My brother was now more than 
grave, he was melancholy ; his mind. 
feemed deeply diſturbed, but the cauſe 
was a myſtery. — The only thing that 
amuſed. him was riding out on horſe- 
back of a morning with Louis de. 
Salenciere; and few days paſſed, 
whether the weather was favorable or 
not, without Henry and: his. friend's. 
taking their daily airing; — Several 
months paſſed without any material. 
change in my brother: My health. 
at that time was very indifferent; 
the phyſicians apprehended that I was 
conſumptive, and I was adviſed to ride. 
Though, tenderly. beloved by Henry. 
I could perceive he did not wiſh I 
ſhould. accompany him in; his rides, 
and on no. other condition. would. my: 
mother conſent to my venturing. on 
horſe-back.— Lows de Salenciere was. 
gone with his wife to. viſit ſome of 


her relations, ſo that only a ſervant * 


attended us, = When one evening, 
8 I | as 
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as Henry and J were walking together, N 
juſt before ſupper, in a ſmall garden 
belonging to our houſe, he faid to 
me; © I think, my dear Harriet, that 
you have . ſufficient diſcretion to be 
truſted with a ſecret — I aſk you not 
to promiſe you will not betray me, . 
of it; but as one; uaguarded- word 
might ruin me, I muſt. tell you the 
happineſs of my hfe depends upon 
its never tranſpiring. At prefent I 
ſee my mother coming; but be rea- 
dy to attend me to-morrow morning 
at ſeven Span you. ſhall. . 


©, 4-3 4 K 14 — — 


+ You, will 2 n eee 
Marcia, how impatient I was for the 
next day. In early youth no paſſion 
is ſtronger than curioſity.— I was rea- 
dy in. the morning before ſix, looked 
at my watch every five minutes, and 
* my brother never would ar- 


rive. 
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rive. — At length he eame; we 
mounted our horſes,” and the inſtant. 

we left the door, ] aſſured him that 
1 was highly flattered at the proof he 
had given me of his regard, and that 
1 never would reveal what he had 
promiſed to communicate to me. 
He ſaid, that he was convinced 1 
might ſafely be truſted; but, added 
he, © Aſk me ns queſtions ; 'F chuſe 
to have the pleaſure of furpriſing 
you.” — | tried in vain to make him 
explain himſelf ; he begged me to be 
patient, and that very ſhortly my 


riding about a league we found our- 
ſelves in a wide open country; one 


- fall group of trees alone broke the 


ſameneſs of the ſeene. The ſpire of 
a church, and ſome openings in the 
wood, diſcovered a hamlet to be there 
emboſomed. — My brother now fpur- 
red on his horſe, and I cantered as 
driflely as 1 could after hn. He 

| ſtopped 
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ſtopped before a high hedge, and 

haſtened to alight : I did not wait for 
his affiſtance, but jumped off my 
horſe inſtantly, put my hand under 
his arm, and was led by him through) 
2 little wicket gate to a neat cottage, 
ſhaded by ſome lofty trees from the 
fun, and ſeparated by a pretty garden 
full of ſhrubs and flowers, from the 
reſt of the village. — Henry rung at 
the door, which was opened by a 
decent looking woman, who expreſſed 
great joy at ſeeing him, and faid ſhe 
would run and tell her Lady of his 
arrival. I could not imagine how all. 
this was to end, but 1 had no time 
for conjectures: My brother con- 
ducted me into a ſmall parlour, where 
an elderly Lady waited to receive us; 
but ſhe appeared extremely weak 
and emaciated, and, as ſhe attempted ' 
to riſe, was ſupported by a lovely 
girl with the air of Hebe. We both 
cntreated her not to move : Henry 

2 tenderly 
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tenderly chid her for this exertion, 
and, gracefully bending one knee, he 


took her hand and kiſſed it. — He 


then preſented me to her and the 
young Lady, and both embraced me, 
with many expreſſions of kindneſs.— 
« Your brother, Mademoiſelle,” ſaid 
Madame de Preulet (for that was 
her name) is our Guardian Angel ;. 
we owe him more than - - - — 
Henry interrupted, and entreated her 
not to exhauſt her ſpirits in praiſing 
him, but ſhe would not be ſilenced. 
Let me ſpeak, St. Clairfont,” 
ſaid ſhe ; © I am rather better to-day, 
and muſt tell your: amiable fiſter, the 
obligations we have to you. — Did 
you not relieve my daughter and ſelf 
from the moſt wretched ſtate of pe- 
* nury? — Are we not indebted to you 
for more than our lives, for the pre- 
ſervation of Thereſa's honour ?—Do. 
we not experience from you daily in. 
this comfortable afylum the kindeſt. 
and. 
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and moſt delicate attentions ? Since, 
alas! we never can repay theſe ineſti- 
mable obligations; ah! refuſe not at 
leaſt our ſlender tribute of gratitudelꝰ 
— Madame de Preulet's eyes filled 
with tears, and the young perſon ex- 
claimed with equal emotion, He 
may refuſe to hear the praiſes to which 

be is entitled, but he cannot ſtop the 
current of our thoughts; and, Heaven 
alone knows (raiſing her lovely blue 
eyes) how my heart overflows. with 
gratitude l St. Clairfont terminated 
this converſation, by enquiring whe- 
ther Madame de Preulet had ſeen her 
phyſician the preceding day, and 
what he had ſaid? — He is very 
encouraging,” ſaid ſhe, with a faint 
ſmile; © and talked more like a friend 
than a phyſician.” — I now addreſſed 
the Ladies with all the kindneſs 1 
felt towards them, and lamented it 
was not in my power to do them any 
ſervice. — « You can do us a very 
| eſſential 
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eſſential one,” cried Mademoiſelle de 
Preulet, by often honouring us 
with your company.” —Henry deſi 
her to favour us with a ſonata on the 
harp, and ſhe gracefully comphed. — 
J ſaw ſhe” now and then ſtole a look 
at my brother, expreſſive of more 
than gratitude ; yet I perceived mo- 
deſty corrected the ſenſibility of her 
heart, and endeavoured to conceal its 
tenderneſs. — As nothing checked his 
feelings, he gazed on her with im- 
paſſioned tenderneſs, and liſtened to 
her performance with rapture.— Ma- 
dame de Preulet propoſed that he 
ſhould accompany her on the violin, 
and, whilſt they were forming 2 
charming little concert, Madame de 
Preulet, who found I was unacquaint- 
ed with her hiſtory, defired I would 
aſſiſt her into the next room, when ſne 
would, if agreeable to me, relate it.— . 
F conducted her -thither ; the door 
was left open, that we might hear the 
TED mulic ; 
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muſic; but not ſo as to interrupt the 
nnen 


0 1 am 3 . a rod 6. 
mily, who had more nability than 
fortune to boaſt of. Unlike the ge- 
nerality of parents, who, in diſpoſing 
of their children in marriage, think 
only of the aggrandizement of their 
fortune; mine thought only of 
making me happy. Some highly ad- 
vantageous offers were refuſed, and 
they gave my hand, where I own I 
had long given my heart. - I ſuppoſe 
a happier couple never exiſted than 
the Baron de Preulet and myſelf ; we \ 
were not rich, but we loved, and had 


a e. 2 


The only thing wanting to com- 
pleat our felicity was a child, and we 
had been married ten years wirhout 
having one, when I lay in of Thereſa. 
Our Joy was exceſſive; but it was 

' conſiderably 
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cConſiderably damped by the loſs 1 
ſuſtained at that time of both my 
parents, which a malignant fever car- 
ried off. I gave them the tribute of 
a ſincere grief. My huſband's tender 
attentions, and thoſe I paid my dear 
little Thereſa, inſenſibly dried my 
tears. Till now we had reſided with 
my Father, but after his death we re- 
tired to a ſmall houſe in the country; 
there, while the Baron employed him- 
ſelf in embelliſhing n 
lands belonging to gur 
bitation, my hours paſſed charmingly 
in opening my daughter's mind. We 
ſaw: little company; we ſufficed to 
each other. — I thought of nothing; 
1 wiſhed for nothing beyond what 1 
; poſſeſſed. —Ah! days too ſhort, why 
” Aberrigh fied; * ate! eee 


E 


Thereſa was een ; her Age 
began to form, her countenance to 
rec e itſelf, and the gay ſpriglitli 


neſs 
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neſs of youth animated her every 
geſture. — Her mind was like thoſe 
trees which bear fruit when only 
flowers are expected. The Baron had 
early ſown in her heart the ſeeds of 
virtue and piety, and they had fallen 

in a happy ſoil.— The reading of the 
beſt poets, and of the moſt inſtructive 
hiſtorians, had adorned her mind, and 
given her an elegance of expreſſion 
uncommon at her years. — We were 
ſurpriſed at the ſtrength and excel- 
lence of her judgment, and delighted 
with the livelineſs of her. imagination. 

' — While we were thus beginning to 
reap the effects of our tender care, 
the Baron, the dear Baron, was taken 
from us; forced to tear himſelſ from 
our embraces to repair to the army 
How can I tell you what I ſuffered 
at his departure! how relate We 6 
nies that followed 
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The poor Lady ſtepped, the tears 
'fireamed down her pale cheeks, I 
ſympathized with her in filence, and 


25 You MONEY 3 | 
- . continued ſhe, what happened. 
Alas! loſt the moſt amiable of men; 
a cannon ſhot ſtopped him in the ca- 
reer of glory, and left me the moſt 
wretched of widows 11 will not at- 
tempt to deſcribe what I ſuſtered at 
the horrid news! but fate had ſtill 
freſh nen. me 


The bender de N we | 
Baron's brother, as he left no male 
heir, took poſſeſſion of the ſmall eſtate 
he had enjoyed, and ſeized upon all 
his .perſonal fortune, under pretenoe 
of ſome flaw he ſaid he had diſcovered 

in my marriage ſettlement. 


" Thu 
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This exceſs of crucky rouſed me 


from the ſtupefaction into which grief 
had thrown - me; I haſtened to Aix 
with my daughter, confulred my 
friends, and commeneed a "law ſuit 
againſt the Chevalier. — My lawyers 
gave me the moſt flattering encou- 


ragement, aſſured me I could not loſe 


my cauſe ; it was at lait brought to a 
deciſion, and given againſt''me. — T 
could hardly believe the fatal news ; 
but, alas! it was too true, — Deter- 
mined not to ſubmit to this iniquitous” 
decree, I thought of appealing to an- 
other tribunal ; but my money was all 


ſpent, my friends deſerted me, and I 
had no reſources left. | | 


To A wp miſery, the agi- 
tation of my mind flung me into a 
violent fever; for ſeveral days I lay 
delirious. The firſt object I knew 
was poor Thereſa, who, pale as death, 
was watching me with the moſt anxi- 
Vor, II. D ous 
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us care: «.Ak;! my beloved Mo- 
ther,” exclaimed, ſhe, do you then 
know me? May the Almighey be 
praiſed !'? — 1 ſtretched gut my arms 
towards her; ſhe-embraced me, and we 
' mingled our tears together, I found 
ſhe had never ſtirred from my bed- 
_ fide during my illneſs, had been my 
only nurſe, and continued fo, in ſpite 
of my commands for her to,procure 
ſome other. Night and day that dear 
child fat up with me, and aſſumed a 
chearfulneſs to which her heart was a 
ſtranger. 


| Her th and the excellence of 
her conſtitution, ſupported her for. 
ſome time; but at laſt ſhe appeared 
quite worn out; and, juſt as I began 
to have ſtrength to crawl. about the 

room, ſhe grew. ſo ill as to be unable 
to quit her bed, — At this laſt bitter 
ſtroke I was forced to ſtrengthen my 
mind, by * that vr were 
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in the hands of 'a good and gracious 
God, who would not inflict upon us 
more than he would enable us to 
bear; yet there were moments when; 
Lonſidering our deſtitute condition, 
and the chain of evils which had be- 
fallen us, 'that I could ſcarcely for-- 
bear arraigning the juſtice of Provi- 
dence. — I found myſelf totally inca-- 
pacitated to repay Thereſa the care 
ſhe had ſhewn me. | : 


The lighteſt exertion brought on 
a fainting fit, and J had the miſery to 
ſee her ſuffer without being able to be 
of the leaſt relief to her. I fell into 
a kind of lethargy, from which I 
was drawn by the entrance of the” 
miſtreſs of the houſe, who deſired I. 
would immediately pay the rent due 
to her. This demand founded like a 
clap of thunder in my ears, for it waa 
n e * me to pay it it. 
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The fale of our cloaths, and of a 


few! trinkets we had ſaved from the 
Vvreck of our fortune, had ſcantily 
afforded us the neceſſaries of life; 


but my long illneſs had drained our 
purſe, and at that moment we were 


totally deſtitute. — Two whole days 
had paſſed without my having taſted 


a morſel of food; my tears alone 
had moiſtened my lips: When The- 
reſa, ignorant of the extremity to 
which we were reduced, ſaid, in a 
low voice, ſo languid as ſcarcely to 
be articulate, I am very faint, 
Mama; could not you get me a little 
drop of broth, I feel as if I were dy- 
ing.” — The miſtreſs of the houſe, 
who ſtood waiting for my anſwer to 
her demand of rent, heard the poor 
child's petition without being in the 
leaſt moved. — I will pay you the 
moment I can procure the mo- 
ney,” ſaid I; but, for the love of the 
bleſſed Virgin, don' t let my daughter | 

* 
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expire for want; have the kindneſs | 
ro ſend her up a little broth.” — She 

told me in anſwer, that ſhe wondered 
at my aſſurance to aſk any thing of 
her, when I refuſed to pay the two 
months lodging due to her. — My 
poor Thereſa's ſituation made me 
fifle the indignation I felt at her bru- 
tality, and I followed her, as well as 
F could, down ſtairs, to try to ob- 
tain ſome relief for my child: I was. 
going to fling myſelf on my knees to 
this obdurate woman, when her. buſs 
band ſtopped me, and ſharply repri- 
manding her for her inhumanity, de- 
fired ſhe would give me ſfome' bread 
and broth, which ſhe did witk an ill 
grace ; at the fame time declaring, 
that if I dict not pay her in two days 
time ſne would turn us * out into | 
the ſtreet. ite nil 


* 
* * 


Thereſa reliſhed this little refreſſr- 
ment, which ſhe made me partake of, 
| 9 My and 
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and; ſoon after. taking it, ſhe ſunk 


into a profound ſleep. — 1 followed 


her example, and found myſelf con- 
fiderably ſtronger when J awake, 


The next morning There Was much 


berter: 1 left her to enjoy repoſe, 


and refolved to crawl out, and try 


once more the benevolence of my 
friends. — I went to a Lady whom J 
had long known, but ſhe refuſed to 


. fee me; others excuſed themſelves on 


frivolous pretences from aſſiſting me; 
and, as I had not taken this meaſure 
without doing great violence to my 
Pride, my diſappointment aggravated 
my miſery, — 1 wandered out of the 
con without any fixed project, in a 
ſtate of mind bordering on phrenzy, 
when 1 found myſelf on the brink of 
a pond.—I ſtopped. The idea of de- 
livering myſelf from a life become 
abſolutely inſupportable ruſhed ſud- 
denly on my imagination; deſpair 


ſoul ; 
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foul ; 1 forgot my daughter; I for- 
got my duty to my Maker, and | 
cried out in birternefs of grief — < I 
can bear no more; my exiſtence ts 
intolerable, and death alone canfiniſh 
my woes. — Thus faying, I threw 
myſelf head-long into the water. — F 
loſt all ſenſe, and when T recoyered 
it, I found myſelf ſurrounded by two 
or three people buſily employed 
about me: Amongſt them I diſco- 
vered an elderly Gentletnan, an old 
rs of 11 late e | 


« Providence, Sir” fad: I, has 
undoubtedly fent you to my relief; 
you have prevented the execution f 
my criminal deſign, ſuggeſted by de- 
ſpair; and it is in your power to ſave 
not only my life, but that of my 
daughter, who is in danger of periſh- 
ing for want.” — The Count de Ma- 
rignon ſeemed affected at what I ſaid. 
—< I am very happy, Madam,” ſaid- 

24 he, 
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he, © that I have been the means of 
ſaving ſo valuable a life as yours. — 
The fineneſs of the morning tempted 
me to alight from my chaiſe, along 
with my friend Monſieur V Abbe 5 we 
were at a little diſtance from you, 
when we were alarmed by your deſ- 
perate action, and catching hold of 
your cloaths prevented you from 
ſinking. Let us conduct you home 
immediately, and conſider what fur- 
ther ſervice we can do you.” — I ac- 
| knowledged his goodneſs as it de- 
ſerved, and rendered my thanks to 
the Abbe, who obligingly reſigned to 
me his place in the Count's carriage. 
— I knew the latter was a man of 
large fortune, and that he lived at Mar- 
ſeilles. On our way he aſked me ſe- 
veral queſtions concerning my daugh- 
ter, which I anſwered with a Mother's 
partĩality.— I gave him likewife a brief 
account of the ſituation of my affairs. 
— This converſation engroſſed us till 

2 we 
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we reached my lodgings ; the Count 
conducted me to the door of my apart- 
ment, and bidding me farewell, he 
ſipped a pusſe into my hand, deſiring 
leave to be allowed next day, if The- 
reſa was better, to wait upon me.— I 
was unable to expreſs my gratitude 
for his kind aſſiſtance, and promiſed 
If would receive n with eve: | 


I had: the ſitisfaQtion: to find The- 
reſa better than I could have expe&-- 
ed. — I concealed from her the mad 
action J had committed, and only told 
her that Providence Had pitied our 
diſtreſs, and: ſent a friend of her Fa- 
ther's to our relief. — She ſhared my 
joy, and. now 1: haſtened to pay my 
landlady, and to procure ſome com- 

ſortable food, which greatly reſtored: 
us both. My next care was to give a 
decent appearance to our apartment, 
and to e a change of cloaths, 


e 
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and other neceſſaries we ſtood in need 
of. . 5 3 115 1 a; I 


The 4 following our benefattor 
arrived; I preſented Thereſa to him, 
and he appeared charmed with her. — 
He entered into all the particulars of 
our fituation, adviſed us to continue 
our law ſuit againſt the Chevalier, and 
offered to ſupport us with his ag 
and with the money neceſſary: 
ſhort, he made us ſeveral viſits, — 
entirely won our eſteem by his friend 
ly, generous behaviour. — He invited 
us to his houſe at Marſeilles, ; „an 
old man, Madam, like me,“ ſaid he, 
ſmiling, may be indulged with yours 
and your daughter's company. Come 
then to me; I will be a brother to 
you, and a Father to Thereſa,” —— 
This offer was too advantageous to 
be refuſed : . But, Mademoiſelle,” 
faid Madame de Preulet, I feel 1 
Los defer the concluſion of my ſad 
ſtory 
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ſtory till me when, I hope, 
you will return.” — It was high time 
to depart, ſo we took our leave. 


* 
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CHAP. XIII. 


CONTINUATION OF THE EPISODE. 


Will not,” continued Mrs. Bel- 
field, © break in upon Madame 
de Preulet's Hiſtory, by relating the 
converſation that paſſed between Henry 
and myſelf, on our way home ; but 


continue her narration as ſhe gave it 


the day following.” 


« Monſieur de Marignon carried 
us in his coach to Marſeilles, where 
he had a fine houſe. He aſſigned us 
apartments in it, where we found ward- 


robes completely furniſhed, linen, and 
D 6 every 
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every thing we could want, He in- 
- troduced us to his friends, and accom- 

pavied us to ſee the city, public places, 

&c.—In ſhort, he made it the ſtudy 

of his life to pleaſe us. — Such extra- 

ordinary kindneſs could not fail of 
making a deep impreſſion. on our 
hearts; we would have ſacrificed our 
lives to ſerve our benefactor. 


The change in our circumſtances, + 
by tranquilizing our minds, entirely 
reſtored our health. Mr. de Ma- 
rignon deſired I . would put all my 
papers into his lawyer's hands, that he 
might ſee what could be done to 
oblige the Chevalier de Preulet to do 
us juſtice, — Though the Count ſeem- 
ed partial to me, and always treated 
me with the greateſt reſpect, it was 
eaſy to perceive the preference he gave 
to my daughter. Had not his age 
rendered the ſuppoſition improbable, 
I chould ſometimes have thought his 

2 atten- 
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attentions to her were more like thoſe 

of a lover than of a friend, who aſſumed 
the title of father. I- obſerved 
that he ſought for opportunities to 
ſpeak to her alone; theſe I never 
gave him. Soon I found an alteration 

in his behaviour to me; his manner 
was cold and conſtrained; and the 
demonſtrations of his, regard for The- 
reſa, ſuch as j thought improper to 
allow. — I made very unpleaſant re- 
flections on the frailty of human na- 
ture; and regretted that the growing 
paſſion of the Cobut, would oblige 
us to quit an afylum, where we had | 
been ſo hoſpitably received. But as I J 
could not immediately determine 

what meaſures to purſue, I contented 

myſelf, for the preſent, with letting 

the Count - perceive, by my manner, 

that I had diſcovered his weakneſs, 
and that I diſcountenanced it. Mon- 
ſieur de Marignon's houſe was fituated 
in the ſkirts' of the city; his garden 4 
opened 
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opened on the ſea ſhore; and often, 
in the coolof the evening, we indulged 
ourſelves with walking there; but we 
were always: well-accompanied, as we 
were liable ro meet ſea faring people 

of all nations, not very reſpectful in 
their behaviour to. women. 


One evening, after an exceſſive hot 
day, which rendered the ſea breezes 
particularly refreſhing, we repaired, 
about ſun ſer, to our favorite walk. 
Monſieur de Marignon was in a par- 
ticular good humour; entertained us 
with ſeveral pleaſant anecdotes, and 
the time inſenſibly paſſed; but aa 1 

: perceived night coming on, I hint⸗ 
5 ed a_wiſh to go home. — The 
Count did not attend to this; he de- 
ſired Thereſa to ſing—ſhe complied; 
and I grew more impatient than be- 
fore to return, — He conſented, and 
we were turning homewards, when 
four ill-looking fellows jumped out 
1 ; of 
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of a ſmall boat, which ſtood at anchor; 
and ruſhing upon me, ſeized me in 
their arms. Terrified beyond ima- 
gination, I found myſelf unable 1a 
cry out for help—a handkerchief was 
thruſt into my mouth, and my hands 
tied. In this condition I was carried 
to the boat; a ſmothered cry reach; 
ed my ears as they were forcing me 
into it, which I imagined e 
from poor Thereſa. 


My ſenſes were ſo bewildered, that I 
was incapable of reflection; but as ſoon 
as I began a little to recover from the 
horror and ſurprize this outrage had 
occaſioned, I conſidered that the Count 
muſt have been privy to it. — I recol- 
lected, that neither himſelf nor ſer- 
vants had attempted to reſcue me 
from the villains; and that, as well 
as the duſkineſs of the evening would 


permit, I had during my ſtruggle 
with my raviſhers, perceived Monſieur 
| de 
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de Marignon dragging elsa 


— My apprehenſions for her were 

ſtill more intolerable than my own 
fufferings.—I was fuſtened by a rope 

to the ſeat, and immediately after the 

1 boat put out to. fea.— Conceive what 
my feelings muſt: have been: at that 
inſtant !! — The wretches who carried 
| me off talked among themſeves a lan- 
guage I did notunderſtand, only ſome- 
| times I eo rea word-of broken: 


French, 


| This terrible 1 moment, when I found 
| myfelf thus betrayed by him I had 
| been accuſtomed to reſpect, and ever 
| inſtant removed further from the ſhore, . 
Where my darling, my beloved child, 
remained; expoſed to the machinations 
of a villain: This moment, I ſay, 
was far more agonizing than (unfos- 
tunate as my life had been) any I had 
hitherto experienced ! — What was to 
become of me I. could not divine l- 
L We. 
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We were now in full ſea ; the ruffians 
no longer plied their oars as vigorouſ- 
ly as at firſt, and produeing a caſk of 
liquor, they emptied it between them: 
Soon after three of them fell aſleep, 
while one remained at the rudder. 


The moon now aroſe and enabled 
me to diſtinguiſh the city, — What 
mournful looks I caſt towards it! 
One paddling oar, alone, Kept time 
with my ſighs and inward groans 
the mn ſnored, _ __ WO 


{The ee ee 
tentively to obſerve me; I caſt on 
him a piteous ſupplicating look, bug 
he averted his eyes: Again, however, 
I caught them fixed upon me, and en- 
deavoured to awaken in his heart 
ſome feelings of compaſſion, by 
raiſing my hands, tied as they were 
enn towards him. —His counte- 


— 


be aroſe; advanced a pace towards 
me; and then he reſumed his ſeat.— 
My tears now redoubled; again he 
left the rudder; and approaching me, 
unbound my hands. — The firſt uſe! 
made of them was to give him my 
watch; and then, claſping them round 
his knees, I pointed to the ſhore, 
making ſigns to him to ungag me. 
This he did, but ſhook his head, as I 
Il chen produced my purſe, and of- 
fering it him, with many intercediag 
ſigns, which he perfectly underſtood, 
al laſt obtained my wiſh. — He took 
the purſe ; and, gracious God ] what 
was my joy when I ſaw him make for” 
the ſhore ! — My only apprehenſion, 
now, was left. his companions ſhould 
awake, and defeat his purpoſe ; but 
inebriety ſecured them faſt in fleep. — 
The wind was favorable as well as the 
tide, ſo that we got back very expe- 
ditiouſiy ; 
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ditioully ; he then, with great pre- 
caution, not to diſturb the others, 
lifted me out of the boat, and leaving 
me upon the ſhore, put out again to 
ſea. F 11 xt 


My firſt care was to offer up my 
thanks to God for this joyful deliver- 
ance; yet my ſituation was ſtill ſhock- 
ing: Alone upon the ſhore; in the 
dead of night; ignorant where to 
ſhelter myſelf; and unprovided with 
the means of obtaining relief ;z I knew 
not what to to-do. — However, I walk+ 
ed as faſt as my ſtrength would per- 
mit ' till I came to a row of houſes in 
the ſuburbs of Marſeilles; I do not 
know whether I ſhould have | had, 
courage to have rung at any door at 
ſo undue an hour, had not a light I per- 
ceived at a window encouraged me; 
as ſoon as I had rung the door was 
inſtantly opened by an elderly woman; 
but my diſordered ſtrange appearance 
undoubtedly | 


| 
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undoubtedly prejudiced her againſt 
me, for ſhe was haſtily going to re- 


ſhut it, when catching hold of her 


arm, I conjured her to hear me, and 


not expoſe me t the horror of paſſ- 
ing the night in the ſtreet. Though 


the ſtill prevente my entrance, I 


aw ſhe heſſtated, and 1 preſſed her 


with redoubled vehemence. — I ſup- 
poſe her heart was naturally com- 
paſſionate, for ſne laid aſide her cau- 
tion, and ſaid, Poſſibly you may 
deceive me, but IL cannot refuſe your 
requeſt; and taking me by the hand 
ſhe led me into the houſe. — I would 


immediately have informed her of 


the horrible ſtory that had occaſioned 


me to be a wanderer at ſuch a ſtrange 


hour, but I had not ſtrength; it was 
as much as 1 could do to follow her 
into a chamber, in which was a neat 
bed. — The good woman feeing me 


ready to faint aſſiſted me to lie down; 


and went to fetch ſomething to re- 
* ſtore 
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ſtore me. — While ſhe was gone 1 
gave way to the grief that oppreſſed 
me, and thought I heard, in an ad- 
joining chamber, groan for groan, and 
ſob for ſob, echoed to mine. liſten-! 
ed, and was convinced, that ſomebody” 
was there, who ſeemed not leſs wretch- 
ed than myſelf. — I enquired anxiouſly 
of my kind Hoſteſs, as ſoon as ſhe 
returned, who the perſon was that 
ſeemed in ſuch diſtreſs. -© I know 
not,” anſwered ſhe; © a young En- 
gliſhman lodges here; yeſterday he. 
and his ſervant rode out in the cool: 
of the evening, and juſt after it was | 
dark, they returned, bringing with 
them a very handſome young lady, 
whom the young gentleman told me 
he had been ſo fortunate to deliver 
from à ruffian, and recommending 
her warmly to my care, he haſtened 
away to hide himſelf in a convent for 
fear = N taken; for I underſtand 
; he 
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lie wounded the baſe villain who was 
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to draw my breath, to this account, — 
. < Good God! can it be?“ cried I, 
with a wildneſs that ſtartled the poor 
woman; © it certainly is Thereſa,” 
and forgetting my weakneſs, I jump- 
ed off the bed, and flew into the next 
room. — “ It is her! it is her!“ cried 
I, and we fell into each other's arms. 
Our tears, broken ejaculations, and 
queſtions that quick followed each 
other; without waiting for anſwers, 
affected our kind friend; ſne made us 
fir: down, and would not allow us to- 
ſpeak 'till: we had drank a glaſs. of 
wine; then; when we were ſome what 
compoſed, Thereſa confirmed her nare 
ration, and added, that as ſoon: as the 
treacherous Count's aſſociates had 
ſtized upon me, ſhe had caught! hold; 
of him to protect her, when, to her 
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great aſtoniſhment, he . claſped ber in 
her if ſhe ſcreamed, and that he: at- 
tempted rudely to ſtap hen rnouth . 
That, ſhe; ſtruggled vialently to laoſe 
herſelf, from his hold, and that, find- 
ing he could not alone drag her along 
the ſhore, he had called one of his: 
ſervants: to his aſſiſtance. Submit. 
quietly,” ſaid he, and no harm ſhall- 
happen to you; nor be uneaſy about 
your Mother, I have ſent her away, 
but {he will be taken care of: No- 
thing leſs than her abſence could ſe- 
cure the. happineſs. I hope to enjoy. 
— Thereſa, in ſpite of the Count's 
endeavours, wreſted one hand from 
his graſp, and, tearing out the hand- 
kerchief he had crammed into her 
mouth, made the ſhore reſound with 
her ſcreams.—At that inſtant a Gen- 
tleman on horſeback approached, and, 
alighting from his horſe, ſternly de- 
manded· why that young perſon was 

1 thus 
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thus treated? Monſieur de M 


non made ſome haughty reply, and 
quitting Thereſa, drew his ſword. — 
Fhe Gentleman then ſaid, «© You ap- 
pear, as far as I can diſeern by this 
faint light, an old man, conſequently 
unequal to ſuch a combatant as my- 
ſelf. I conclude you are the Lady's 
Father; but, ſurely, even that cha - 
racter does not allow af ſuch violence.” 
—Oh ! no, no, cried Thereſa, © he 
is not my Father ; ſave me! ſave me, 
for the logs: of God | — The Gentle- 
man then drew his ſword, and the 
Count ruſhing furiouſly. upon him, 
was zun through the body. — In this 
ſhort interval the villain, his aſſociate, 
had attempted to carry off Thereſa; 
but the Gentle man's ſervant perceiving 
his intention, knocked him down, and 
his comrade, who vas at a little diſ- 
tance, took to his heels, ſo that, the 
Engliſh Gentleman remained maſter 
of the field of battle. — 7 hereſa at- 
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tempred to throw "Herſelf at the feet 
of her deliverer, who kindly foothed 
her  ftarried” ſpirits, and placing her 
on the horſes before him, haſtened to 
convey her to his lodgings. —His ſer- 
vant was ordered-to ſend a ſurgeon to 
the Count's aſſiſtanee, and then to 
join his maſter.” — Thereſa, in the 
warmeſt terms, extolled the Engliſh- 
man's behaviour, We; after he had 
left her to the good woman s care, 
departod.— Me again bleſſed God! for 
our reunidn, and then iſented to 
take the repoſe we flood in Feed of. 
— The next“ Mmorting we had juſt 


riſen, hen the miſtreſs of che houſe 


entered, and informed us à friar wiſtr- 
ed to fpeak ta us.. We admitted 
bim, and Thereſ# ithirtediately diſ- 
covered that it was the Engliſh Gen- 
tleman who tad dene her fo effential 


a ſervice, — Aſter rendering him the 


acknowledgenicxes he deſerved, we 
thought it right to weſt Hay with our 


Vox, II. E ſad 


— 
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ſad Greys: I ſhall never forget the ten- 
der intereſt he took in our misfor- 
tunes, nor the pains he took to con- 
ſole us; — Thus, Mademoiſelle, we 
became acquainted with your amiable 
brother, and from that period he has 
been our only friend. — He told · us 
that from what he had learned, he had 
reaſon to think the Count's life in 
danger, and that a ſelucca being on 
the point of Ane for Genoa, he 
thought it expedient to ſeiae ſo favour. 
able an opportunity of eſcaping, —— 
The pleaſure we had in converſing 
with him, though great, did not make 
us forget what was due to his ſaſety, 
we therefore urged him to depart, and 
at laſt, after entreating us to continue 
in his lodgings, and recommending 


us ſtrongly to the care of his landlady 
(Motors mme 


We EPR 1 ** * mt 


of any thing elſe than the generous 
| ; Chevalier 


— ER 


from ſo pleaſing a theme to our own 
ſad fituation; — Defſtitute of friends 


and money, in a ſtrange city, expoſed, | 
perhaps, to Monſieur de Marignon's 


violence; ſhould he recover, no ray 


of hope ſeemed to chear us.— Thereſa 


firſt recovered that energy of mind, 
ſo e m e affli&ion. . 


: Sa 1 * 


6 ee aid — cc ve have 


| ended from the treacherous Count 
in a manner we ebuld not have hoped, 
ve may reaſonably ſuppoſe Providence 
will never deſert us. — Our health is 


reſtored; let me then, my dear Mo- 


ther, endeavour to procure our ſub- 


ſiſtence by my needle.— The talents 1 


formerly cultivated for my amuſe- 


ment may now be of real uſe to us. 


Madame Boiſſon allows us to continue 


1 he? is e, and friendly; for 


RAR the 
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Chevalier St. Clairfont; but, alas! 
we were obliged to turn our thoughts 


SN 
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the preſent her houſe Un ad 
aſylum.” a 


We informed Madame Boiffon of 
our intention, and deſired her to find 
us employment. She endeaooured to 
diſſuade us fromm what fhe thought 
derogatory to our rank (fer we had 
told her who! we were) Tou are 
richer,” ſaid ſhe, than you imagine ; 
the Engliſh' Gentleman has left ſuffi- 
cient money to defray -your expences 
till his return; and I ſhould not have 
mentioned this as he forbid me; but 
I cannot continue filent when 1 find 
you are thus going to debaſe your- 
ſelves. —** No, Madam,” cried Fhe- 
reſa, with a generous warmth, in- 
duſtry can never lower any one. 
God forbid we ſhould take an 1mpro- 
per advantage of this young man's 
generofity ; we will ourſelves, or ra- 
ther I will, endeavour to procure a 
ſubſiſtence for my Mother and ſelf; 

therefore 
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therefore keep untouched the Cheva- 
lier's bounty, and at his return reſtore 


it — 


1 was pleaſed with the . of 
my daughter's ſentiments, and Ma- 
dame Boiſſon reluctantly acquieſced, 
— By our deſire ſhe made ſecret en- 
quiries concerning Monſieur de Ma- 
rignon, and in a few days we heard 
that he was rather better, paw ig not 

yet 2 out of danger. 


Thereſa, hating een all the 
neceſſary implements for embroidery, 
was indefatigable at her - needle : I 
aſſiſted her as well as I could, and 
whatever we finiſhed we gave to Ma- 
dame Boiſſon to diſpoſe, of, — She 
managed matters fo well, that we were 
aſtoniſhed at the ſums of money our 
able to furniſh ourſelves with all the 
neceſſaries we wanted, and even ſome 

E 3 of 
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of the ſuperfluities of life: But that 
we might not again by any caſualty 
de expoſed to the diſtreſs we had for- 


merly experienced, we allowed e our- 
elves. little nn 


A. 5 * 2 1 A 


We Sa hab the eee 
comme that he: pretended he had 
been wounded by ſome villains, who 
had carried off his dear friends Ma- 
dame de Preulet and her daughter; 
that he had done all in his power, 
with the aſſiſtance of his ſervants, to 
protect them; and that he had nearly 
loſt his life in their defence. — This 
ſtory was univerſally believed, and the 
villain, who deſerved to be execrated, 
was pitied. He made the moſt dili- 
gent enquiries after. us; probably the 
wretches he had bribed to carry me 
off inſormed him of their ill _ 
but this 1 is 1 eee a 0 


2 * j © 
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As We trermblell, Ieſt he mould dif- 
cover our retrezt, we determined never 
to ſtir from our apartment till ve had 
ſufficient money to enable us to move 
to ſome other city. — The Chevalier | 
St. Clairfont returned from Italy, and 
we received him with exceſſive joy.— 
1 told him of our landlady's kindneſs; 
and that I was 0 ignorant of his 
benevolent deſign. — He ſeemed hurt 
that J had not profited by it, and 
haſtily dropped the ſubject. Madame 
Boiſſon, as ſoon as he had left us, care 
into the room, and preſenting me with 
a purſe; entreated -? would excuſe an 
innocent deceit ſhe had "uſed; = 
« This, continued ſhe, „ is what 
your work really produced; what vou | 
have Hitherto received has been re- 
mitted you by the Chevalier, and you 
will *mortify him very much if you 
inſiſt upom fepaying him.“ The 
Chevalier ſoon made us another viſit, 
and his behaviour was ſo delicate, 


2 E 4 that 


80 "TIE $15 7246. 
1 — made the tte preparati· | 
ons neceffary for our removal, which I 
friend. He called on me one evening, 
and deſired to ſpeak with me alone: 
Tou are going, my dear Madam, 
ſaid he, © and poſſibly you may again 
experience ſome _ cruel yigiſſitude f 
fortune, unprotected as you are. 
Your daughter's 3 her many, 
amiable qualities, will fe her to 
dangers that I * ink of, — 
It 1s but a very, 2 n 
Lv; can hope to obtain by. youns and 
hereſa's induſtry; and from what I 
have heard of your law-ſuit, there is 
much reaſon to apprehend that y 
will not gain it. — Such chen being 
your ſituation, will you allow me to 
propoſe a plan, which, if it meets with 
your approbation, will nn 1 * 
eme V. 11 0 


« 4 1 
A # Fi 18 


About 


* 
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About a league from Montpellier, 
where I uſually reſide, a friend of 
mine has a ſmall eſtate; I have ſome- 
times been with him to ſee it, and 
was ſtruck with its agreeable ſituation. 
If you would aecept of à retreat, 
there 1 can venture to promiſe you 
one, not indeed equal to your rank, 
but where you will enjoy peace and 
ſecurity: And to remove all your 
ſcruples, I will candidly confeſs I am 
much intereſted in your compliance. 
Il dare own that I love, that I adore 
your Thereſa; 1 have never hinted 
this to her as I wiſhed firſt to gain 
your approbation, and to communi- 
gate to you the particular of my 
ſituation and proſpects in life.. 
Your brother then, Mademoiſelle, 
gave me a full account of himſelf and 
family, and acknowledged he had 
no hopes of obtaining his parent's con- 
tent, — This indeed, in my diftreffed 
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But my principles would not per- 
mit me to be the means of drawing a 
young man from the duty he owed 
his parents; nor could 1 ſuffer my 
daughter to enter into any family 
alandeſtinely. — The difference of re- 
ligion was no objection tome, for 
do we not all adore the ſame God ? 
I therefore declined accepting his kind 
offer ; aſſuring him at the ſame time, 
that were I in happier circurnſtances 
1 would prefer him to the greateſt 
duke in France ſor my ſon- in-law.— 
The Chevalier ſtill preſſed me to 
come here, and ſtill I reſuſed.— My 
declining health, however, obliged 
me to give his propoſal ſome con, 
ſideration; I found nothing but 
country air would reſtore my health, 
though it grieved me more than I can 
expreſs to be a burthen to him; 1 
conſented to come here, upon condi- 
tion that he would only viſit us oc- 


* 
* 
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vours towatds our ſupport. He ac- 
cepted theſe terms unwillingly. In 
ſmort, not to treſpaſs | longer upon | 
your Patience; here we came, and 
ever ſince : qur artival he has behaved, 
with a degree of prudence and delicacy; 
that fills me with admiration, We 
both idolize him; and we ſhould be 
che moſt ungrateful of beings if we 
did not. — He has intraduced to us 
his friend the Count Louis de Salen- 
ciere, who ſeems: nearly as amiable as 
en alta Hie ane 

| A SO BHT vIH F434 {3 

But, Mademoiſelle, 3 ho 
peace andi comfort I, here enjoy; a 
ſecret; languor preys upon me; I 
know; notwithſtanding the phyſicians 
flattering aſſurances, that my end ap- 
proaches. In regard to myſelf, this 
on ĩs a conſoling thought; but my 
daughter, Mademoiſelle; Ah! - + 
Her ; orphan; ſtate , fils me with the 
7 E 6 moſt 


* e TT rns. 
„ cruel apprehenſions. Lhave 
2 diſguiſed from gt. Clairfont my 

| preſentiment; and though he ried 
3 ee his e ni to per- 
danger, 1 r eee 
op Thereſa a friend; of her on 
ſex, I eagerly accepted/Sr. Chiirfom's 
om of bringing you here, I need 
not add, Mademoiſelle, the pleaſure 
e, the un, | 

| have felt in 1 br oy 
E Tho Counteſs: ond Pry mw 
cir is, 4 am - told, able, power- 
_ n my daughter; but 
2 brother, for what reaſons 1 Kno 
| aa oppoſes.our making any 
"7 tance with ker. As reafon 
is my wiſh to place Thereſa in 4 
for her, after. my deceaſe.-— Perhaps, 
lademoifelle, -you would ſornetimes 
viſit 
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font's iter would be balm toi hor 
heirt.” - 
onhborunndy eee yi 0 

Madame de preulet Ga e 
extmuſted: by this long ' narration. 
aſſured her, with great warmth, 
that ſhe might conſider me as her 
fincere friend; that Þ ws infinire- 
ly obliged to my brother for procuring 
me the honor of her's, and Mademoi- 
ſelle de Preulet's acquaintanee, and 

endeavoured to haniſi from her mine 
thoſe gloomy ideas which I hoped 
ſhook her head, and faintly ſmiling, 
ſaid, I wiſh; for the ſake of Thereſa, 
that my life may be prolonged ; but 
Mademoiſelle, | believe that dear girl 
will ſtiortly ſtand in need of your friend- 
ih CE h een 

Rete IT; te, et ker 

My wicked tin Therefa now join- 
ed us, and the converſation became 

general; 
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general; ſoon after we took: out 
leavec! «1 lac 25 Lig lg 
0 is "$468 
On our way 1 ventured to 
aſk Henry how be contrived to ſup- 
port this amiable family. He, owned 
to me that he denied himſelſ er 
thing but what was abſolutely deceſ⸗ 
of aſſiſting them; but that with all 
poſſible ceconomy: he had not been 
able to avoid contracting dehts. 
And ſurely my dear Marcia, if that is 
ever excuſable, it was in the preſent 
ceaſe. He told me, that he oſten re- 
fuſed himſelf che pleaſure of going to 
the cottage, Jeſt the frequent appear 
ance of a young man in the village 
might exeite ſuſpicions is urioiis ta 
Thereſa: ; but that at a diſtance he 
generally contrived to have a peep. 
every day, at her habitation. 
ft 05 Fort Aren bus rod 
1 ett rr ky 
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But my dear Marcia, you look pale; 
let us go and take a turn on the Soutb 
Parade, and to- morrow 1 will con- 


ny my n 
n br Nn nt vx}: 
eee — The idea of 
Thereſa was never abſent from ber 
thougſts ae oem frtd ad n fen 
more Re ee uſual. enen. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE EPISODE. 
"4646 NM 46h Þ; 

am — een faid Mar- 

cia to Mrs. Belfieid, when they 
met the next morning, to hear the 
concluſion of your Narrative; but 
pray tell me whether it was Thereſa's 
picture you ſnewed me the other day. 
« It was, replied Mrs. Belfield; 
e but ſhe was far handſomer than that 
repre- 
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repreſents her.” — What terrible 
diſtreſſes poor Madame de Preulet 
went through!“ ſaid Wan 


cc Her fate, hs was ak 
ſaid Mrs, Belficld.-< Qn our return 
home that day the finiſhed her Hiſtory, 
ye found Louis de Salenciere wait- 
ing for Henry. — They went out to- 
gether to conſider how they ſhould 
diſpoſe of Thereſa, in caſe of her 
mother's death: Louis undertook to 


place her in A convent as @ relation of 
his own. 


To £12719] 40s ets l 
Poor Madame de Preulet's pre- 
ſentiment of her approaching diſſo- 
lution us but wo well founded. An 
panying my brother in his ride the 
next day — he went alone: Joſephine, 
the maid, ran out at his approach, 
and wringing her hands, ſaid her lady 
was ſpeechleſs, and, ſeemingly, in the 
NN | agonies 
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agonies of death. Henry, much 
alarmed, haſtened to her apartment; 

ar. firſt ſhe- did not know him; but 
al 33.once.her cquntenance animated: 
ſhe fixed her eyes on him benignantly, 
and ftretching out her hand, he/gave 
her his; ſhe graſped it eagerly, and 
taking There's, who was: weeping 
over her, ſhe preſſed: them together, 
and raiſing her eyes towards heaven, 
ſhe ſeemed to implore a bleſſing on 
both; then ferched a deep e and 


expired. ü“ $44, 1 bo 6. bas 4 
che Lit a 1 

Thereſa, Jak way „eb 
andes out of the room; and you 
will eaſih imagine that my brother 
ſhewed her every attention, and did not 
quit her till the firſt. violence gf her 
grief was yer. — The ſame evening 
Louis de Salenciere conducted her into 
2 convent, where he — — 
ibheſt £01rgeire har. deny 
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Some- 
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Sometimes I cntrived to caff wn 
ee r often, for fear'' thy 
mother mould diſchvet- here Went: 
— Though in many reſpects 13 
good woman, ſhe would highly have 
diſapproved of this connection wr try 
brother's account; the littered her- 
ſelf that he would” by ##4dvantagtous 
march, reſtore his firtifly'to their F6t2 
mer fituati6n; and itcofiomed to the 
ſtricteſt economy, ſhe had entirely 
forgot every generous ĩd eu. "My 
brother knew he could ſtill lefs hope 
to intereſt my father in Thereſa's fa- 
vor: Tendernefs formed noi part of 
his character; and I am ſorty to fay; 
his own gratification throb gkovt life, 
regulated” his condüet Tove, be 
Haughed at as the romance of youtig | 
minds; and his thoughts now, "as 
well as my mother's, Vele turned to 
that period when Henry would be of 
age, and enable him to eut off the e 
tail ves his eſtate. — Madame de Prev. 
2e let 
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let had now been dead ſour months, 
and my father was preparing to return 
with küis family to England, as in a 
forthight my brother would be of 
age, —I cannot deſcribe Henry's grief 
at the thoughts of quitting Thereſa.— 
« She” muſt be mine,“ ſaid he: 1 
cannot live without her; we muſt 
keep our marriage ſecret till better 
_ man Sree le muſt be.” 468 

1 
Ae fore: it vy difficult to 
perſuade Thereſa to conſent to marry 
him; ſhe urged all the objections her 
mother had made; and the idea of a 
clandeſtine marriage ſhocked her de- 
licacy. In France they are much 
more rigid in their ideas of ſecret 
marriages than we are in England; 
and it was à long while before he 


could obtain her conſent. However, 
when ſhe found he was to leave Mont- 
pellier in two days, her tenderneſs 
out- weighed all other confiderations: 

15 Louis 
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Louis de Selenciere uudertock to 
ſettle the whole buſinefs j he provided 
2 prieſt, and fetched her from the con- 

Thr, the day bare w *. e 

r. To 14 5 5 14 


; "The nme wh wa cone * 
the greateſt privacy 3 Louis de Salan 
ciere gave Thereſa away; ſhe was 
myſelf. — My, brother accompanied 
me back to my father's houſe to avoid 
ſuſpicion, and. after | paſſing half an 
hour in converſation with his family, 

he told them, chat as he was ſo ſhortly 
to attend them to England, he had 
promiſed his friend Louis to paſs the 
remainder of the day with him in the 
and he” inftantly departed.” - - - ©} 

4 am ſorry to interrupt you,” cried Mar- 
cia, riſing, and turning towards the 
window; but I find the room cloſe. 
vel 45730 freſh air and 
C attend 


attend you preſentiy. Mrs. Belfield 
continued ſilent for ſome minutes, 
and then by Marcis's een, 
her Narration. h W 


ce Thereſ# and Joſephine had been 
committed, at the church door, to 
Loviv's care: who had ſeen them fafe 
in Thereſa's former habitation, which 
had been uninhabited ſince Madame 
de Preulet's death; Joſephine having 
boarded in the village. Thereſa was 
greatly affected ar ſering a place where 
the had loft che beft paar — bur 
Henry joy. — To be 'poſſeſe of 
his beloved Thereſa was happineſs in- 
deed; yet it was altayed by the un- 
pleaſant reflection, that he muſt ſftort· 
ly rear himſelf from her, and heave her 
in narrow circumſtances. His only 
comfort was, that he ſhould not leave 

| her unprotected ; to Louis de Sa 
en honor - and friend ſfip de 
* 
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entruſted her, and ſuch was his re- 
liance on him, hat he would not have 


thought her ſaſer under eee 
legion of angels. b 1 44d 


ou an figure to yourſelf wake 
than I. can deſcribe, the parting ſcene- 
between my. brother and. his lovely. 
bride, —Iwice he left, the room and 
again he returned, to take one more 
farewell. — Louis de Salenciere, who, 
was come to fetch him in his carriage, 
at laſt, took, him by the arm and forci- 
— mi he would, however, 
one in ene ul 
my beloved, he cried; Sore 
do not afflict yourſelf too much a my 
abſence: remember 1 ſhall ever be 
preſent with you in thought. My 
you my letters; he knows every ſen- 
timent of my heart; to him you muſt 
apply on every emergency; and from 
n „ every help and. 


Aron. comfort 
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comfort. in bis power t9.hefiaw.(r- 
Ah! , Thereſaz my life my foul | 
muſt I. leave you | Almighty God) 


protect my wife dear Joſephine, 
take care of your beloved miſtreſs l 


in finiſhing theſe Wards he with- 5 


drew, and flung himſelf, choaked with 
grief, into the carriage, Where, his 
fiend, followedg and. conduRed.chim, 
home nor did he leave him till we 
{ct out on our journey; it was a dif- 
mal one for poor Henry: My pa- 
rents obſerved, his melancholy; and 
my, father,. rallied. him on it,, ſaying 
he was Lighings he ſuppaſed, for ſome 
miſtreſs he had left behind: No 
may get Plenty in Euglandito conſole 
you, e 1 mult make 
up to city m get a plumb. 
if Jou can. Henry made no anſwer, 
1 ſhall. (pare. you the, hiſtory, of our 
journey, and. eyery thing elſe that is 
not material; I. ſhall, only ſay, that I 

i | Was 
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was delighted with England, whence 
1 had been fo long abſent that every 
ect wore, in * in ry ns 
Ty: [EL-> $99 7 
it: father and d Nowe dis en- 
gagedd Hy day with layers. The lat- 
ter conſidered whether before he cut 
off the entaff he ought not to ſtfpu- 
nate for ſome proviſton for Thereſa, 
and dcquiint bis Father with all that 
had paſſed; but ſhöuld he be en- 
| raged; and nor allow of the — 5 
«f'the marriage as contracted with a 
armor, and performed by a prieſt of 
che Roman Catholic faith, he might 
pertecute Thereſe, and twrrify her ſo, 
28s to render fler fituariott de- 
Florale: He cherefbre 3j it 
prudent to conceal his — 
wile" (HP Thereſa wi of age] and that 
he could bring her to England, when 
he determined every meafure ſhould 
be taſteg\to wender aer union legal: 


- But 
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fortune that was to be te · ſettled on 


him, unknown to his Father. 


The entail was cut off. Meetings 
were held with the creditors to try to 
compromiſe my Father's debts. 


They were obſti 


nate, and little diſ- 


poſed to come into reaſonable terms, 
and theſe perplexing affairs threatened 
to take a conſiderable time to adjuſt. 
My Father too was provoked at 


my brother's having contracted debts; 
though he had always allowed him a 
very {ſcanty maintenance, yet Henry 


readily concurred with him in every 
plan propoſed for. his accommodation; | 
however prejudicial it might be to his 


future ſituation in life. Had he been 


leſs dutiſul, he would now have been 
rich; but filial tenderneſs in his breaſt 


had always mofe weight with him 
than any ſelfiſh motives: Nor would 


he ever liſten to any repreſentations 


. ICI * F of 
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— But to ſecure her a part of the 


* * 
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of; his fries upon this ſubject. 
% Al you can urge, ſaid he, “ is in 
vain; my Father ſurely has a right 
to expect from me every aſſiſtance in 
my power to grant. — A certain por- 
tion of the eſtate mult be ſettled upon 
me; and do you think I ſhall ever 

repine that my income is leſſened, 
when I. conſider that I have procured 
my. parents eaſe, and releaſed them 
from their en * ** 


2815 But ſuppoſe,” ſaid one more ear- 
neſt than the reſt, that your Father 
requites you ill for this generoſity ?” 
* Then I ſhall conſole myſelf,” re- 
pled he, © that I did my duty; and 
with youth, health, and a profeſſion, 
I ſhall ſhift for myſelf.” — Fine\ro- 
mantic ſtuff, indeed ! ſaid Mr. Sta- 
ble, the lawyer: © Young man, young 
man, you will repent your raſhneſs.” 
My brother made him no anſwer, 
and haſtened to * the converſation; 

but 


-/ 
s 


CE | 
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but -afterwards he entruſted him with 
his deſire of making a ſettlement on 
Thereſa, without telling him ſhe was 
his wife; and this was accordingly 

done eee en 4 


— 1 
o 427); 1 


"I brother's dejetion fremed day 
to encreaſe; nothing amuſed him; 


he returned diſguſted and weary from 

public places, avoided all ſociety, and 

frequently paſſed whole evenings ſnut 

up in his own apartment. My Father 

was diſpleaſed; he attributed his me- 

- lancholy to the arrangement relative 
s to monty - matters, that he had pre- 
_ vailed{on Henry to make. My Mo- 

ther appeared more alarmed than 1 

had ever ſeen her before, attempted 

to diſcover the cauſe; but he was not 

in the habit of ſpeaking confidentially 

to her, and her enquiries remained 
unanſwered. Even my little atten- 

ions ſeemed diſtegarded; ſometimes 

S190 20 nne en 
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he would preſs my hand ee. 


ſigh, and haſten e il zit 

His 75 frat): Nhereſa v Was. „ gbr 
| tainly very painful to him; but ſtill 
I could not think bat alone oppreſſed 
his mind I knew he heard conſtant- 
y from France, ſo that I was totally 
at 2 loſs to account for this encreaſed 
dejection .I did not dare to enquire, 
25 1 faw he avoided LP! N 


A one e day; he came into my 


room, pale as death, and throwing 


himſelf on a chair, Oh ! my God 
Harriet,” cried he, I can ſtay here 
no longer. — The levyers will termi- 
nate nothing: I have done my part 
of the buſineſs, and go I muſt imme- 
u eee on the rack. 


e, What has happened, ſaid I, 


Les dajeace you thus? Js Thechilr 
No; then I ſhould be quite di- 
| ſtrated ; 
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ſtrated ; ſhe is well,” continued he, 
writes to me conſtantly ; but 

— Then really you are to blame,” 
ſaid 1; * united to her by indifloluble 
bands, ſurely a few months ſeparation, 


on ſo neceſſary an occaſion, ought to 


be borne with more fortitude” —< 1 
am to blame,” replied he; © yet 
hear me, and I will diſcloſe to you 
the uneaſibeſs that conſumes me. — 
The firſt weeks we paſſed in London, 
| received letters every mail from my 
Thereſa and Louis de Saleneiere: 
They were warm, tender, juft ſuch as 
my heart required. — The former con- 
tinues to write punctually, and in the 
ſame ſtyle; but ſhe ſeems more un- 
happy than ever. '— The latter grows | 
leſs regular; ſometimes he ſays be is 
ill, and two mails paſs without my 
hearing from him; then 'buiſineſs, or 
z journey into the country, prevents 
his writing. Louis de Salentiere not 
to find a moment to Write to his friend 
. In 


1 T.HE$I8T ERS. 
In ſhort, he finds a variety bf ex- 
cuſes-for-his ſilence, none ſatisfactory. 


— His letters too are in a conſtrained 


ſtyle, broken ſentences, frequent re- 


petitions, ſcarcely any mention; made 
of Thereſa, What un to an 
| 1 SY an n 


10 
Thereſa Goka!s of Nn in al her 


letters as the beſt of friends; "dwells. 


upon his attentions, and ſays he alone 
prevents her ſpirits being quite ſub- 
dued by the pangs of abſence.— Louis 
de Salenciere is noble, generous, ſull 


of honour; but ye 


Stop, cried I, * take care, Henry, 
do not wrong your friend; a baneful 
paſſion has crept into your heart, tear 
it out before it takes root J per- 


ceive,“ ſaid he, „ you read my 


thoughts; I am aſhamed of them 


myſelf yet conſider that Louis has 


) 


ſtrong paſſions; that Thereſa is charm- 
gs * though T' am fure he is 
Wi 
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incapable of a thought of injuring 
me, who can ſay that, having frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing ſo lovely a 
creature, of doing her a thouſand lit- 
tle ſervices, he may be able. to fee her 
with indifference ? — And if he does 
love her, he muſt love her to di- 
ſtraction. — This, perhaps, . occaſions 
violent ſtruggles in his own breaſt, 
with thoſe ſentiments- of honour and 
friendſhip inherent there, and cauſes 


him to ſend me. theſe ogy Ne 
rent letters.“ | | 


ro fir Wed, my A 1 
began to ſupect my brothers conjec- 
tures might not be without ſome 
foundation; but I diſſembled, and 
endeavoured to quiet his jealous ap- 
prehenſions, but I did not ſucceed. 
« I have ſtill further cauſe. for alarm,” 
faid he, after a ſhort. ſlence: e L 
have received ſeveral anonymous let- 
ters to tell me I am berrayed by thoſe 

F *: I 
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moſt love: The author J cannot 
divine; nor ſhould I pay much atten- 
tion to the contents, well knowing 
the malice of the world, if Louis de 
Salenciere himſelf had not by his 
change of ſtyle given ſome colour to 
this information ; yet at times 1 hate 
myſelf for harbouring ſuch a thought 
of my friend ; in ſhort, my mind is 
torn by contending paſſions, and no- 
thing can calm its tumult but an im- 
mediate interview with him. — He 
can, and he will, T hope, clear up this 
matter: This night, therefore, I have 
reſolved to depart. Make ſome ex- 
cuſe for me to my parents; tell them 
I will return in about a fortnight, and 
keep my ſecret faithfully: So ſaying, 
he embraced me affectionately, and 
* out of 1 room. . 


The 1 next cas: when he was 
miſſed, the houſe was all in confu- 
ey my Father ſwore; my Mother 

ſhed 


r 


6 


arrived from Englaad, he had the at- 


THE SISTERS. 405, 


made after him; but he had taken his 
meaſures ſo well he could notbetraced. 


I muſt now tell you what had paſſed 
in France after our departure. The- 
reſa ſnut up in her retreat with her 
faithful Joſephine, ſpent her days and. 
nights in lamenting her huſband's ab- 
ſence, He was the conſtant ſubject 
of their converſation. — St. Clairfont 
had ſaid he would return in ſix months; 
a faithful account was kept of the 
hours, even of the minutes that in- 
teryened. — Louis de Salenciere was 
Thereſa's only viſitor ; he was always 
received with pleaſure, as Henry's. 
deareſt friend; beſides, it was through 
him the had an opportunity of hear- 
ing from, and conveying letters to 
her huſband. — As ſoon as any mail 


tention to wait on her immediately; 
de did all he cnuid to amuſe her, and 
4 ſhe 


A 
2 
2 


v0 
- 
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the diſcovered daily ſo many nabe 
qualities in him, chert next to er 
the eſteemed _ eden 


Several weeks had thus paſſed, 
when ſhe obſerved that he made his 
"viſits: unuſually ſhort, and that he 
ſeemed extremely out of ſpirits: As 
ſhe had heard from my brother an 
"unamiable character of Pauline, ſhe 
apprehended ſort? domeſtic chagrin 
diſturbed bim; and though the for- 
' bore from diſcretion to enquire what 
it was; ſhe tried to return the kind- 

_ © neſs he had ſhewn her, and excrted 
- herſelf to ſooth Bis grief. Her en- 
deavours were not unſucceſsful ; for 

2 time he would appear/chearful,” en- 
treat her to play upo che harp, and 
liſten witk delight while ſne ſung. — 

Then all at once, witliott afligning 

any cauſe, he would ruſh our of the 
toom, and not come near her for ſe- 

, en ee there was an 

' alarming 


* 
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alarming wildneſs in his eyes; often 
he ſeemed inſenſible when ſhe. was 
ſpeaking, and then he would recover,” 
as if juſt awoken from a deep ſleep, 
and apologize to -bep for his ance 


of mind. Kaos þ 


This extraordinary change which. 
Thereſa could not account for, gave 
her great uneaſineſs ; She communi- 
cated it to Joſephine, who gave it as 
her opinion, that Count Louis's , be- 
haviour indicated approaching mad 
neſs, — This ſuggeſtion ſeemed too 
probable to Thereſa, and ſhe reſolyed. 
for the future never to ſee him one 
inſtant alone; but as it would be 
cruel to alarm Henry with a ſuſpicion, 
that after all. might not be well found- 
ed, ſhe never let it tranſpire in any 
of her letters. | 


Such was. the fituation of things 
when Henry, who had travelled day 
| Fs and. 
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and hight, arrived in France. — He 
determined immediately to fee his 


friend, even before he went to The- 


He had on his route reaſoned him- 
ſelf out of his jealouſy, and he re- 
turned to Montpellier a/moſ perfuaded 
that Louis de Salenciere would ex- 
plain to his ſatisfaction the circum- 
ſtances that had alarmed him. He 
get to Montpellier early in the eve- 
ning, and immediately went to the 
Counts H6tel ; but was diſappointed 
# hearing that' he was from home, 
and not expected to return till ſupper 
time.: He vas juſt going from the 
door when the Counteſs Louis de- 
| feended ; her carriage was waiting at 
the gate: She ſeemed ſurpriſed to ſee 
him, and with more cordiality than 
uſual, aſked him to enter into the 
houſe'; but he was ill diſpoſed for 
trifling viſits, and, as he could not 
& 324 . | fee 


chan 
ce had 
fo ut 
unexpectedly broug 
ght 
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| ſce Louis 
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Thereſa, forgetting former 
- . f 
auen a. eee 
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him houſe 
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nati tinctured 
on 
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, ”" ſtood penſi — 
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to 


Y 1 s ur 
, J U 
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conditi 
| on, therefore, 'that ſhe would 
explain her buſineſ he 
ſs brief = 
6 Ys fol 
47 * — 
lowed her to her apartment. — She 


ſeem ordered, ſtood 

ed 

— "Oe 

| tears 
| 


6 
There 
was a time 
Fe ald 
* 
» 


cc. 
| 
when 
J tho 
ught my heart 
was 
not 


deſtined 
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de Salenciere 
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fied; perhaps 
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his wife, I reſolved to recall my wan- 
dering affections, and fix them where 
they were due. Louis's amiable diſ- 
poſition rendered this no difficult taſk; 
I ſoon grew attached to him, and had 
only to lament the little progreſs I 
made in his heart; it was eaſy to per- 
ceive, though he treated me with 
reſpect and kindneſs, that, had not 
his parents contreuled his choice, it 
never would have fallen upon me. — 
I flatrered myſelf, my unwearied at- 
tention to pleaſe him would, on a 
difpoſition naturally generous, ope- 
rate in my favor; and I faw, with 
pleaſure, from his domeſtic turn, that 
he had no attachment elſewhere, — 
Within theſe few weeks an alarming 
change has appeared inthis diſpoſition ; 
he is ſcarcely ever at home; avoids 
me ſedulouſly; is peeviſh when he is 
ſpoken to; often will give no anſwer; 


* — milapprehends what I 
ſay. 
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fay.—His looks are abſolutely terrify- 
ing; he appears, at times, quite diſ- 
trated : More than once in the night 
he has broken my reſt by + diſmal 
groans; occaſionally he talks in his 
fleep,, in an (incoherent manner; but 
laſt night he caught hold of me ſud- 
denly, and J diſtinctly heard him ut- 
ter; * Ah Thereſa; lovely The- 
reſa; mee a. flood 
e 4 eee e e 


1 7. 


* 


What am to infer n this? 
You; St. Clairfont, probably know 
the ſecrets of his heart; has ſome 
fatal paſſion got poſſeſſion of it; or is 
all this the effects of a diſtempered 
brain ? — Either of theſe evils would 
be very cruel to me; but the laſt, as 
perhaps ' incurable, the moſt fo, —— 
Tell me then, J conjure you, is there 
fuch a perſon as Thereſa? - What is 
ſhe? Where does ſhe' reſide ? And 

enen 5 27% 1455 abe 
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Henry, who had fat motionleſs! the 


whole time ſhe had been ſpeaking ; 
now ſtarted up, and clapping his hands 
to his forchead, without ſpeaking a 
word, ruſhed out of the room, ſcarce 
ly knowing. what he did, he threw 
himſelf into a voiture: de rnemi/e, : and 
ordered the coachman to drive to the 


village where Thereſa lived. — His 
 mihd was in a ſicuation, he has ſince 
told me, little leſs than diſtrated.— 


Bad as was his opinion of Pauline, 
there appeared too much plauſtbility 
in her account of her huſband for him 
to diſcredit it; his on letters denoted 
the derangement of his mind, and 
mne * 500 * 


zan en lien esche tbe len 


| he met Pierre, Thereſa's: gardener. 


He got out the carriage and enquired, . 
en | with 
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with as much compoſure as he could 
aſſume, after her. - He learned that 
ſhe was well, and (as Pierre believed) 
walking, at that moment, in the 
garden "_ Norms Saler 
ciere. 


Henry aſked no 'more queſtions, 
but ordering the coachman to wait 
for him, he haſtened to that houſe 
which he had never before entered with - 
out ſenſations of delight. — As he ad- 
vanced he recollected the garden hedge 
was ſo low he could eaſily fee over it, 
therefore, inſtead of going towards che x 
_ houſe, he turned another way, and 

making a little _ WT dong 
the N wh | 


Thereſa 4 Louis were em 
towards a ſeat, ſhaded with honey- 
ſuckles, cloſe to the place of his con- 
cealment. — They were, ſeemingly; 
earneſt in converſation ; ſhe looked 


pale 


Pede and agitated; but Louis's figure 
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was entirely changed; he. ſeemed 
ſcarcely able to ſupport himſelf, and 
his eyes, though ſunk in his head, 
had a wild fire in n looks, Bo 
e B 


r nec breathed, At he 
| ndicht catch every ſound they uttered ; 
they had placed themſelves on the 
feat, and Louis exclaimed ſorrowfully, 
* It muſt be; — nothing elſe can reſtore . 
me to myſelf. Ohl my brain! I 
can no longer command the impetu- 
ous paſſion that harrows up my ſoul. 
Ah! lovely Thereſa! once more 
tell me you pity me,” continued he, 
throwing himſelf on his knees; «© Ohl 
my God, = me in this Dane | 
moment! - AT 


| Thereſs/1 wept; | bitterly. ns * Re- 


| member your promiſe, Count,” ſaid. 
ſhe, ſobbing; God knows 1 pity. 


0 ” 


4 You. 
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you.” Then preſenting her hand; he 
covered it with Kiffes; ſhe had re- 
ſigned it to him, did not attempt 
to withdraw it, and with her other 
hand ſupported her head. A deep 
groan uttered by Henry, with the 
words, Oh! Thereſa!” rouſed both 
her and Louis; and they fell ſenſeleſs 
on the ground. Henry hardly know- 
ing what he did; quitted his conceal- 
ment, and hurried to his carriage. 
The coachman aſked him where he 
was to go; but he was incapable of 
ſpeech. The man therefore carried 
him back to Montpellier.— By degrees 
he began to recover from his ſtupor; 
his friend and his wife's perfidy ap- 
peared too clear; and he was almoſt 
tempted to put an end to his exiſtence: 

The furious galloping of a horſeman 
that paſſed by, made him look to ſee 
whether it was Louis; and her ſaw it 
was him: So he e 8 
to follow amber i eee 

Aan He 
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. He arrived at the Count's Hotel, 
and flew to his apartment, whom he 
found pacing it with a frantic air; 
his hair all in diforger, and 1 weib 
N together. 


As bon as he ſaw my nets, he 
ſhrunk back, and hid his face wirn 
his hands; but preſently recovering, 
he advanced towards him. with a 
quick ſtep, — © So' yau are come at 
laſt,” ſaid he. Strange doings in 
your abſence every thing is wrong 
the world is in a blaze andi 
Henry St. *Clairfant ? That is riot 
my friend's face: you are ſome im- 
poſtor ; but what am 17 I am 3 

lain? * 49 dry 


a This Mie language prevented 
my brother's giving way to the rage 
which filled his breaft. — < Recollet 
yourſelf,” faid he, Count Louis, 

1 and 


1 


% 
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and prepare to give me the ſatisfac- 
tion I require.” Satisfaction! ſatiſ- 
faction!“ ſaid Count Louis; © aye to 
be ſure; it is very reaſonable. —Here,” 
ſaid he, opening his waiſtcoar, © ſtrike ; 
have you a ſword ready, or ſhall I 
lend you mine? — Yet ſtop; ſhall 
not Thereſa be preſent? She may 
like todip a handkerchief in my blood ; 
yet ſhe is not cruel. - Oh! no; 
ſhe is not cruel; ſhe gave me her 
lovely hand to.kiſs: Oh! that I had 
died ypon it.“ 6 


: He then bush himſelf. on a > obuch, 
and leaning upon his face, kept an 
obſtinate ſilence. — Henry rung for 
ſomebody to attend him; convinced ' 


1 


r By 
'Thereſa's habitation ſo precipitately ; 
— — a 

but 


mind and body, rendered chis impoſ- 
ſible. We 7 a 104707 9 Hin | '{ 43043 3614 


* 
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but his exceſſive laſſitude, both of 
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THE EPISODE coneuworn.! g 


RS. BELFIELD | had more 
than once been forced to pauſe; 
ſhe was herſelf affected by what ſhe re- 


lated; and her auditreſs could ſtill. leſs 
NOR ee % N n 


F T1 - Ry 3 on "ties: he 
2. 8 Hs * faid Mrs. Bel field, 


entered the firſt inn he could find, 


ill, as ſoon to be inſenfible to every 
thing. — Fourteen days he lay deliri- 


ous in a violent fever, — Fortunately 


he 


o Ee Ros 
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he fell into humane hands, and the 
| greateſt care was taken of him. — I 


forgot to tell you he had no ſervant 
with him; he had juſt. taken a. new 
one before he. left England, and did 
not care to put him into his confi- 
dence, ſo that, till he could give an 
account of himſelf, the people of the 
inn knew not his name; but they 
had ſearched his pockets, to ſee what 


money he had, and found ſufficient 


to defray the expences he occaſioned 
in their houſe. - | AY 


As aid as my brother could recol- 
lect where he was, and what had hap- 
pened, he immediately ſent for a per- 
ſon, who had formerly been his ſer- 
vant, and whom he knew he could 
truſt, '— This man, whoſe name was 
Du Val, he ſent to Thereſa's houſe, 
to inform her of his - ſituation, and 
to beg ſhe would come to him im- 


mediately.— Du Val ſoon returned, 


* 


bringing 


ww * 
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; bringing with him Joſephine, who, 
when ſhe ſaw how terribly he was 
;emaciated, could not ſpeak for cry- 
ing. — © Will not Thereſa; come to 
me?“ ſaid he, faintly. — Joſephine 
ſhook her head. Would to God 
that I had never lived to ſee this day,” 
ſaid ſhe ! Who could have foreſeen 
theſe misfortunes * Torture me 
not by ſuſpenſe,” cried he: Is The- 
reſa ill, or does ſhe wiſh to kill me 
by unkindneſs? t She is very in- 
different,” replied Joſephine ; your 
apparent negle& has almoſt broken 
her heart, and occaſioned her to take 
a a very deſperate reſolution.” —* What 
has ſhe done ? cried Henry, all in a 
tremour; ſpeak quickly.” —* She 
is gone into à convent, whence ſhe 
declares ſhe never will ſtir,” returned 
Joſephine ; and, continued the, © theſe 
letters. ſhe committed to. my care, to 
deliyer to you whenever you could be 
— brother opened them 
eagerly, 
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eagerly, and theſe,” ſaid Mrs. Bel- 
field, giving Marcia ſome papers, 
are copies of nee read us 
follows: 1 N. 
2 NUMBER „ 


60 Is it poſſible. you can have * 


ſoul is in a tumult. — The ſound of 
your voice ſtill vibrates i in my ear — 
How came you at N- ?— What 
cruel injurious ſuſpicion did you har- 
bour of your Thereſa to induce you 


to conceal yourſelf? I am incapable. 


of connecting my ideas ! — Ah! St. 
Clairfont, where are you ? — Shall I 
never, never ſee you again! — Oh! 
miſery A black vapour clouds wy 
og LBS e | 


Fea | NUMBER. u. t 


cc What will become of 1 mes a 
that I am! A week is paſſed lince' 


Vol, II. G Thereſa !” 


ſerted me? Ahl St. Clairfont, my 


I heard the fatal words! « Ah! 
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Thereſa !” © that eſcaped your lips. 
You have neither come, nor ſent, — 
Joſephine has been to enquire. pri- 
vately at Count Louis's Hotel after 
you; ſhe has only heard that you 
were there about a week ago, but no- 
body could o_ her whither you were 

gone.—Poor 
loft his ſenſes! 1 ſhall likewiſe loſe 
mine! He is confined raving mad, 
they fay ! and alas! I am the fatal 
cauſe ! — Why was 1 born? Why 
- doomed to be miferible, and make 
others ſo? From the hour T loſt my 
Father I have been devoted to miſ- 
fortune : Your generous care ſeemed 
to enſure me happier days; I ought 
to have remained in the convent, 
where you kindly ſupported me. 
There my life would have glided on 
quietly : I ſhould have been exempted 
from much pain or pleaſure; but your 
ſeducing tenderneſs made me forget 
my revered Mother's prudent leſfons. 
She 


Louis de Salenciere has 
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She warned me not to encourage you, 


in deflance of your parents: She 
begged me never to conſent to a ſe- 
cret marriage; and ſhe adviſed me to 
ſeek in a convent that tranquillity, ſhe 
feared, I never- ſhould experience in 
the world. — Would to God I had 
regulated my conduct by her wiſhes, 


and not been miſled by my own. — 


Perhaps my too eaſy compliance wich 
yours, lowered me in your opinion, 
elſe how could you have ſuſpected my 
fidelity ? What but jealouſy can oc- 


caſion your cruel neglect of me ?—I 


write hopeleſs that my letters will ever 
reach you; poſſibly you are no more. 
This thought overpowers me, — Oh! 
that 1 were dead myſelf.” 


rules 111. 


r My teldlötion is formed i irrevo- 
cably; ; I write for the laſt time. 
Heaven certainly diſapproves of our 

© union, 
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and inflicts misfortune on me, to de- 
taelt me from this world -of woe and 
. miſery ! — I loved you too much; 

perhaps, had I continued with you, 1 
- ſhould have become an apoſtate to 
my religion. — Ten long cruel days 
have elapſed. ſince you were here; 
_ Your renunciation of me, . teaches me 
what I ought to do yet my heart, ä 
my fooliſh heart rebels, and ſtill at- 
tempts to vindicate you; but my re- 
ſolution muſt not be ſhaken. — Ichave 
ſolemnly vowed and ſworn, in the 

preſence of the Almighty, to end my 

days in a convent ; to take the veil, if 
my marriage is declared invalid, as 
contracted without the conſent. of your | 
parents, and while I was under age: 

— But if it is ratified, and I am not 

allowed to bind myſelf by vows, 1 

will, at leaſt, devote my days to the 
moſt auſtere piety.—Should you now 

. repent of your cruelty, it is too late; 

I never more will ſee you, Tou have 

ſuſpected 


+ 


| 
| 
* 
; 
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ſuſpected and deferted her who would 
have died for you In ſome gloomy ' 
cell I will try to efface your loved 
image from my too ductile heart; 
but 1 will ſtill cheriſh tenderly” che 
remembrance of your generous acti- 
ons; ſtill will I recall to mind all 
your kind attentians, your goodneſs. 
to my Mother, the delicacy that ſpared - 
our bluſhes in the favours you con- 
ferred upon us; and my prayers ſhall 
inceſſantly be offered up to Go for 
my e | To 


ae "AdieuT for ever f 
THERESA.” 


Marcia 1 returned the papers to Mrs. 
Belfield wetted with her tears: — 
% Amiable, unhappy woman!“ ſaid 
ſhe, « what muſt her feelings have 
been when ſhe wrote theſe letters! 
And what muſt your brother's have 
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been in xeading them | Yet I cannot 
think he was to blame. — Appearances 
certainly were againſt her, and the 
agitation ſhe diſcoyered in that fatal 
interview with Count Lovis, ſeemed 
occaſioned by a ſtruggle in her mind 
to ſuppreſs a riſing paſſion ; but, per- 
haps, I am unjuſt; pray proceed. in 
your narration. 


x My A was \ affeted. to foch 
a degree at the lecture of theſe let- 
ters, that Joſephine repented having. 

delivered them to him. He ſwore ſhe 
| ſhould not continue in the convent, 
and that no power on earth ſhould 

make him ſuhmit to live ſeparated 

from her. — © Explain, however, 
ſaid he to Joſephine, © the cixcum- 
ſtances that induced Thereſa ta ſhew: 
ſa much pity and indulgence to a man 
who dared to avow a criminal pailigg. 
for her.” — © She is not to blame, 
— Joſephine n « an angels 


mind 


%, 
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mind is not more your than * | 
LO 1 | 


She then retarsid what I W alrea - 
dy told you of Count Louis's beha- 
viour, from the time my brother left 
France *till that fatal day when he 
unexpectedly arrived at N. 


“My Lady,” faid Joſephine, had 
been uneaſy at not hearing from you 
when the Engliſh mail came in; ſhe 
was ſitting at the window after din- 
ner, when ſhe ſaw Count Lovis ride 
up to the door: His behaviour has 
of late been fo unaccountable,” faid 
ſhe, *© that F am never eaſy in his ſo- 
ciety, and I would now refuſe to ſee 
himg if 1 did not hope that he brings 
me ſome account of St. Clairfont. — 
“Be ſure, continued ſhe, © nat to 
leave me alone with him.” — Count 
Louis entered with an air (till wilder 
than uſual; he ſcarcely bowed, but 

G4 flinging 
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flinging himſelf i into a chair, he ſat a 
conſiderable time without ſpeaking a 
word. At laſt he fetched a deep ſigh, 
and: riſing ſtood before my Lady. — 
L am come,” ſaid he, © to bid you 
an eternal farewell. — I am going to 
ſend my wife back to her family, and 
as for me I ſhall fly into ſome deſert, 
and end my days with wild | beaſts, 
the. fitteſt companions for me.” —— 
© Good God! what are you ſaying!” 
rt my Lady, be * ſurely you are 


mad. - 


+75 ec 7 of be. raving mad b. 
claimed he, the fire flaſhing in is 
eyes, and you are the cauſe, you 
bewitching ſorcereſs. It is you, 
« catching hold of her hand, © who 
drive me out of my ſenſes, and make 
a villain - of me.“ — My Lady, ex- 
tremely frightened, ſtruggled to get 
from him; and I drew near, and aſked 
what he meant by. doch behaviour: 
N He 


* — 0 
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room, and turning the key upon me, 
flew. back to my Lady, who had ſeized 

moment of his abſence, to run 
into the garden; where ſne had ſeen 
the gardener: but juſt before, but 
Count Louis overtook her in an in- 
ſtant: „ By Heaven, ' ſaidghe, « if 
you attempt to eſcape, I will Kill both 
you and myſelf; I am deſperate, and 
care for nothing: I ſee you for the 
laſt time, and you ſhall hear. that 1 
adore you: Oh! how I doat upon 
you. - Is this, cried my Lady, 
St. Clairfont's friend that thus inſulta 
me ? Is this the protection you pro- 
miſed me. Oh k Count Louis, re- 
call thoſe. principles of. honour you 
ſeem to have forgotten; bluſh at your 
treachery, and never let me ſee you 


29 
A by 
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dignity of her manner; he lot go her 
and a few tears fell from: his eyes. 
4 J am, indeed, a baſe weich, ſaic 
he, © a vile perfidious villain yet if 
you knew, Madam, the conflicts: I 
have endured, you would rather pity 
than reproach me. Ahl attend to 
me this once, a lutle indulgence: may 
ſaye me from diſtr action.. Indu- 
gence!” eried iny Lady - 1 only 
beg you to hear me; 1 vilb ſoon rid 
you- of the fight of me. When firſt 
1 had the pleaſure of ſeeing you, I 
thought you charming ; but, well ac- 
quainted with my friend's attachmem, 
1 confidered you. as a ſacred object, 
and never allowed my thoughts. to 
dwell upon your pexfectiona.— I was 
happy. 1 had it in my power to ac- 
commodate you with this houſe, and 
I proteſt when I gave your hand to 
my friend, I felt the ſincereſt joy in 


your 
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your mutual ſeliciey.— Without the 
leaſt diſtruſt of myſelf, 1 accepted the 
charge of guardian to you in Henry's 


abſence; but, alas} 1 knew not the 


weakneſs of my own heart, nor the 
faſcinating power of your eyes. — 1 
ſoon found 1 only exiſted here 3 de- 
prived of your preſence I enjoyed 
nothing. Alarmed at theſe ſymp- 


toms, I determined to avoid yo: 1 
made my viſits much ſhorter, and 


came ſeldomer. — You perceived my 
mind was diſtreſſed, and, without en- 
quiring into the cauſe, you exerted 
yourſelf to amuſe me; — Alas | you 
little thought the miſchief you were 
doing me. Mere beauty I could have 
reſiſted; buc your ſenſibility, your 
tenderneſs, * the enchanting found” of 
your” voice, your ſoothing converſu- 
tion, counteracted all my efforts to 
fubdue myſelf. — Sleep now entirely 
forfakes me ; 1 can eat" nothing; a 
raging frver ſeems to dry me vp, and 

66 4 
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at-times I feel all is not right here, 

faid he, clapping his hand to his fore- 
head. In my lucid moments I 
ſhudder with horror at the idea of be- 
traying my friend, and find that 1 
muſt profit by this favourable inter- 
val of reaſon to tear myſelf from 
you. — Will you, when Jam gone, 
when I can no longer be falſe to him, 
or offend you, will you then think of 
me with compaſſion ? Let me hear, 


Thereſa, tha you pity me.“ 


E My Lady was deeply moved « ] 
do, indeed, pity you,” ſaid ſhe, cry- 
ing; and if you will promiſe to 
remove immediately with Madame 
de Salenciere from Montpellier, I will 
forget all that has paſſed, and attri- 
bute your behaviour to malady, which 
nothing will ſo effectually cure as 
calming your paſſions.— Abſence will 
ſoon reſtore you to yourſelf, and, 
while you keep at a diſtance from 
. \ me, 


* 
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me, your friend ſhall remain ignorant 
that ever you nnen, 


e e 8 


What Joſephine you reluted; 
my brother, as you know, had heard 
himſelf, —His exclamation had affe&- 
ed and ſurprized both Louis de Salen- 
ciere and Thereſa: Agitated as they 
were before, this ſhock overcame 
them: The former, however, ſoon re- 
covered the power of motion, though 
not the uſe of his reaſon; he mounted 
his horſe, galloped off furiouſly, un- 
conſeious of what he was doing.— 
Thereſa continued a conſiderable time 
in a ſwoon'—Joſephine, whom Louis 
had locked up, found means to make 
herſelf heard by ſome of the ſervants, 
and as ſoon as ſhe was out of confine- 
ment, ſhe haſtened into. the garden, 
where ſhe was greatly alarmed to find 
her Miſtreſs to all appearance dead: 
Her firſt idea was, that the frantic 
| | Count 
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the houſe for aſſiſtanee, and ſent for a 
ſurgeon to bleed her, having perccived 
ſhe was in a fit, and wounded deſpe- 
rately, as ſhe had imagined. When 
Thereſa had-recovered the uſe of her 
ſenſes, the called vebemently on St. 
ignorant of his arrival, apprehended 
her head was deranged as well as the 

Count's; but the arrival of Pierre, 
the gardener, who had ſpoken to his 
maker, explained the myſtery; he was 
immediately ſent to Montpellier in 
ſearch; of him, but without - ſucceſs, 
and Thereſa's grief and deſpair had 
_ encreaſed daily, till ſhe formed the 
ſhe had formerly inhabited. | 


Henry, after this account, could: no 
| longer think Thereſa had been too 
indulgent ; he pitied, moſt ſincerely, 

ans Salenciere, whoſe behaviour 
ſeemed 
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of a criminal indulgence of bis paſ- 


M eine eln ti ie em 
the convent, with a letter to Thereſa, 
explaining all that had paſſed, and 
entreaing her to come to ERS 
was fail ROTO 
hugs we — nor . 
could ever prevail or her to ſee him: 
fied in his eyes; [has her love was 
undi miniſned ; but that na conſides · 
ation ſhould induce: her to violate the 
ſolemn vow ſhe: had made, to ſee him 
no more, and to end her days in a 
; CONVERT. 436-3 nts 1," os T | 
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able be haſtened ta the con dem, bu 
ke could not obtain a fight of har. 
. The 


136: THml $03 Þ ERS. 
The abbeſs came into the parlour 

and received him politely. He urged 
her to perſuade Thereſa to come to- 
him; alledging, that her prior en- 
je ae to . tas 
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The Abbek nad; Mademoiſelle de 
Preulet was not his. wife, that ſhe had! 
choſen. her houſe as a ſecure aſylum, 
and that ſne ſnould in no reſpect, er. 
tend to controul her incli 
My brother proteſted ſhe was his ile; 
and that he could eaſily prove it; 
threatened the abbeſs if ſhe detained” 
her; then had recourſe to nn. 
but all were Vain... 45 51 


his return home; ] nee, had fallen 
down in a fit, and though ſhe did not 
een ee 
leſs, and expired a'few- hours after. — 
Louis de Salenciere was. ſtill: out of 


his- 
'\ 
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his mind; he had ceaſed to rave, 


and he ſat with his eyes fined, his 


- hands folded over his breaſt, and 


ſeemingly inſenſible to every thing. 


— My brother, deeply chagrined, 


could not bear to ſee him in this con- 


dition. — His only hope now of pro- 


ving his marriage, and forcing The- 


reſa to quit her retreat, reſted on the 
prieſt who had performed the cere- 


} 


2 


mony; but all his enquiries to find 


him proved unſucceſsful; he had left 


mann and ww not be tra- 
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Thus i: Henty; after | 
ſome weeks longer ſtay in that city, 
finding it impoſſible to alter Thereſa's.. 


refolution, - determined to return to 


England. He had, by letter, relieved. 
his parents from their anxiety as to 


his ſafety; | but: his unhappy ſtory he 
| concealed from them. — The day be- 


fore his departure the Counteſs Louis. 


de 
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de Salenciere' ſent to entreat he would 
call upon her, and painful as it was for | 
him to enter her Hotel, he thought his 
abrupt departure, when he was there 
e ſome apology. 544 


5 She received ln politely, and 

readily accepted his excuſes; ſhe ſeem- 
ed confuſed, and attempted, more 
than once, to communicate ſomething: 
that her tongue refuſed to utter. 
He ſcarcely dared encourage her to 
ſpeak, but as ſhe perceived he was 
going, ſhe ſaid, with a flattering voice. 
that ſhe was unworthy of his kindneſs; 
that ſhe bluſhed to own a mean de- 
fire of being revenged far his former 
negle& of her, had inſpired her with 
the malicious deſign of awakening - 
Jealouſy in his hreaſt; that ſhe had, 
by her emiſſaries, diſeovered his at · 
tachment to Thereſs; and chance 
procuring her the acquaintance of the 
| — mi Clairfont, 
ſhe 


_ 
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ſhe had learned from him (who had 


not the gift of retention) the hiſtorx 


of his nuptials.— That Louis de Sa- 
lenciere ſuſpecting his indiſcretion, 


written Henry ſome anonymous let- 


ters, to tell him he was betrayed, and 
pleaſed at meeting him unexpectedly 


at her door; ſhe reſolved ſtill further 
to foment the jealouſy, ſhe wickedly 


hoped was already carroding his heart. 


— And that ſhe had read her ſueceſs 
in his countenance, — “ Then your 
account of my poor friend, ſaid my 


brother, in a fury, was your own. 
diabolical invention!” — No, in- 


* it was every word true, except my 
ſeigned ignorance relative to Thereſa. 
That he loved her I firmly believe: 
but that he combated his paſſion l am 


certain. Never would he have ſuffered 


a criminal paſſion for his friend's wife ta 
ſubdue his exalted notions of honour, 


deed,” rephed ſhe; burſting into tears; 
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had His intellects been clear. Per- 
haps he might have been mad had he 
never ſeen Thereſa; for he had a 
fever ſome time ſince, which he neg- 
lected.— An inceſſant thirſt made him 
drink too freely; this inflamed his 
blood ſtill more; added to which, the 
violent exerciſe he took in the hotteſt 
ſeaſon of the year, might have- the 
fatal effect of difordering his brain. — 
This ſatisfaction is due to him, would: 
to God I could as eafily clear my- 
felf of a moſt cruel deſign! His ter- 
rible condition awakened: remorſe in 
my ' breaſt, for my conduct towards 
vou; and the tendereſt pity for my 
unfortunate huſband. — Though he 
does not know me, I will never de- 
ſert him, and do all in my power to 
relieve him; yet ſurely his death 
would be leſs ſhocking than to ſee 
him ſo different from his former ſelf. 
—T wiſhed, Sir, for this interview, 
to tell you how truly wretched E am, 


Ny _ - that 
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that I contributed to your misfortune ; 
and if the ſincereſt repentance can 
poſſibly atone for my wicked delign, 
a wal not regs to en me. 


My cha 8 anger was mollified 
by her tears. — Count Louis's parents 
had been abſent, during theſe tranſ- 
actions, at Naples; they arrived juſt 
after my brother had left Montpellier; 
all their care, and the beſt medical aſſiſt- 
ance, did not avail in promoting: that 
unfortunate young man's recovery; he 
died a few months after; but the laſt - 

moments of his life were perfectly calm. 
— My. brother returned to England 
almoſt broken hearted ; he commu- 
nicated to me all the particulars of 
ſince it was impoſſible to prove his 
marriage, that it might as well re- 
main concealed, -— Yet, by his defire, 
I vrote to | Thereſa; to try whether 
could prevail on her, at n 
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Him. —She anſwered my letter kindly ; 
ſaid it was impoffible ſhe could com- 
ply with my requeſt without opening 
wounds that were juſt beginning to 
cloſe; that St, Clairfont was ſtill dear 
to her; but that ſhe was convinced 
they were happier afunder than they 
could be together; chat her attach - 
ment to her religion, and the recol- 
lection of the terrible misfortune ſhe 
had occaſioned, would embitter their 
x#e-union ; and ſhe had ſolemnly vow- 
ed it ſhould never take place. She 
begged I would, annually, in memory 
| line, to inform her of our welfare: 
And ſhe concluded with telling me, 
that as her reſolution could not be 
ſhaken, 6* ſhould take it kind, never 
to be again importuned on this ſub- 
Twelve years have elapſed ſinee her 
—— the is adored in the con» 


vent; 
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vent; and, without wearing the habit 
of a nun, ſhe conforms to the cuſtoms 
of one, and ſets the reſt an example of 
the trueſt piety. My brother has amply 
provided for her, and ſhe conſtantly 
prays for his happineſs ; but declares 
her mind is ſo thoroughly detached 
from all earthly conſiderations, that 
ſhe can think of him without emotion, 


as Divine Love engroſſes every _ 
of her all 


My brother 1 cheriſhes her 
memory; but he conſiders her as dead 
to him. Immediately after his return 
from France he went into the army, 
and was ſent abroad with his regiment; 
where he remained ſeveral years; 
during which period our parents died. 
— The family eſtate deſcended · to him; 
greatly impaired'; but bat he thinks 
the leaſt misfortune that has befallen 
him.— The loſs of his Therefa, and 

| ſed 
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fed his mind with a n which 
i, 1 fear, le, 897] 


Mrs. Belgeld d — Es ladies 
had. ſhed many tears, one in relating, 


| the other in attending to, this melan- 


 choly tory.——Mrs. Belfield-perceiving 
Marcia was penſively ruminating upon 


it, ſaid, with a forced ſmile,” * So, you 
have no curioſity.to know my hiſtory.” 
te Indeed,“ replied Marcia, I. -am 
always intereſted in every thing that 


concerns you; but I would not be im- 
pertinently curious. My ſtory,“ 
ſaid, Mrs. Belfield, “ is very ſimple.— 


L never had an adventure in my life,— 
I, had little beauty, and not much 
fortune x hut ſoon after we returned 
from France, my youth and vivucity 
ſtruck Mr. Belfield: He vas not 
difagreeable in his perſon, and had 
2 tolerable eſtate, ſo I conſented to 
marry him. We jogged on together 
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or very miſerable.— The habit of 
living with him made me regret him 


when he died more than I ſhould in 


his life time have thought poſſible ; 
however, as that is three years ago, 
I confeſs, I am confoled. —I am per- 
ſectly at eaſe in point of fortune; live 
chiefly here; gay and contented; and 
though I have had ſeveral good offers, 
do not think I ſhall be induced 40 


change my fituation.” 


Neis ſmiled at Mrs. Belfield's 
account of herſelf; but ſoon re- 
turning into a more- ſerious train of 


thought, ſhe aſked her innumerable 


queſtions concerning Therefa ; whom 
ſhe thought unjuſtifiable in her con- 
duct towards St. Clairfont; for ſhe 
was of opinion that her yow was il- 
legal; more the effect of pique and 
reſentment than of religious motives; 
and that her fulfiling the duty of a2 
wife would have been more pleaſing 

Vol. II. H in 
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in the eyes of God, than either prayers 
or mortification.—St. Clairfont's cha- 
racter was exalted in her opinion, 
he was much to be pitied. — And 
while ſhe dropped a tear for Louis de 
Salenciere s fate, ſhe trembled to 
think of the ſad conſequences that 
followed irregular paſſions; for ſhe 
thought his love for Thereſa had been 
the firſt cauſe of Nis dear ma- 
lady. . | 


C HA P. XVI. 
WEAKNESS AND STRENGTH" OF REASON 
CONTRASTED. 
II is high time, now, to carry my 
1 readers to Groſvenor-Square, and 


renew their acqua intance with Lady 


- —— EF. 
* 
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She ſtill purſued the manner of 
life ſhe had adopted, but her mind was 
leſs tranquil than it had been.— Lord 
Weſtland -ſhe conſidered as worthy 
of reſpect, but not ſormed to excite 
in her heart tender ſentiments. Lady 
Leonora Gray ſhe deteſted, and not 
without ſome reaſon; her pedantic 
airs, her pride, and the authority ſhe 
aſſumed over her, were infupportable 
to a ſpoiled beauty like Meliffa : No 
longer in need of her countenance, 5 
| the remitted her attentions to Lady 
Leonora; the latter reſented the 


change, and ſoon tbey had inceſſant | 


bickerings together. — Lady Leonora 
had conſulted her own convenience 
more than any deſire of obliging her 
nephew, when ſhe conſented to accom- 
pany him and Meliffa to town. Some 
neceſſary reparations to be done at 
Gray-Lodge, rendered her abode with 
them convenient, to which ſhe was 
further induced by her deſire of being 

31 H 2 near 
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near Mr. Clifford, whoſe company 
ſhe could not hope to have, enjoyed 
in the country, at that | inclement 
ſeaſon. — Lady Leonora found Lady | 
Weſtland ſtill more ignorant than ſhe 
at firſt imagined.— Nothing delighted 
her more than ſhewing the fuperiority 
of her underſtanding, and expoſing 
the weakneſs of her niece's. — Lord 
Weſtland, was not ſorry to have ſuch 
an Argus in his houſe ; in ſpite of 
his paſſion for Meliſſa, he could not 
perfectly confide in her; his care, 
therefore, was to make up their quar- 
rels, and keep peace between them. 


| Mr. Clifford was the only perſon 
of her family-whom Lady Weſtland 
ſaw with unfeigned pleaſure : He was, 
like herſelf, gay and lively, and an 
enemy to all thought and reflection. 


Lady Leonora had vainly attenapt- 
| ed, when he was a boy, to make him 
| | ſtudy : 


% 
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ſtudy: Books were his averſion. — 
She ſaw this with infinite regret'; but 
her pride made her love him, in;ſpite 
of his faults.— She conſidered, with the 
greateſt ſatisfaction, that ſhe had it in 
her power to' make the ſecond fon of 
the Weſtland family nearly as con- 
fiderable as the eldeſt: She had even, 
in contemplation, a title, which ſhe 
fancied ſhe had intereſt enough to 
procure him; and ſne enjoyed, in 
min ee 
Mr. Clifford had e 
over Europe above two years; on his 
return home he preſented Lady Le- 
onora with a book of notes he had 
taken of every thing worth obſer va 
tion, on his tour; ſhe had received" 
it with rapture; and regarded it as 
2 very choice manuſcript: It was 
indeed a choice one; being compiled 
by the gentleman who travelled with 
Mr. Clifford, from a variety of books. 
H 3 To 
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Jo ſay truth, Mr. Clifford's own 
reſearches had | been of a different na- 
ture: He had made himſelf acquaint- 
ed. with thoſe cities in Europe moſt 
famous for good eating. — The diſ- 
covery of truffles, in any place he in- 
habited, intereſted htm more than any. 
diſcovery in ſcience. —He knew where 
the moſt - exquiſite pies were made, 
and even improved on thoſe of Straſ- 
burg and Perigord. — He went into 
Holland on purpoſe to eat fiſh, and 
as admirable reaſons had carried him 
to different cities on the continent. — 
He was not only an amateur of the art 
of cookery, but even-no contemptible 
proficient in it; and the firſt cooks 
of Paris might have condeſcended to 
receive hints from a genius, who had 
ſo. profoundly ſtudied the matter.— 
Though he had not taken the notes 
with which his aunt had been ſo de- 
lighted, he had never failed noting the 


- 
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particular delicacies to be found in 
oy ry we had 1 £15128 


Next to a rage for cating, he had a 
paſſion for drefs ; his little figure was 
ſet- out to fuch advantage, that his 
fparkling black eyes, and white teeth 
did great execution. This ſucceſs coſt 
him very dear; the expence 'of his 
wardrobe was enormous, and each ſuit 
occaſioned him almoſt as much re- 
fleftion, as an intricate point in Poli- 
ties, does to miner. 725414 


He was never viſible of a morning, 
that was devoted to very ſerious ayo- 
cations : Beſides the toilet's- rites he 
had perhaps to confider over a taylor's 
ſcheme for a birth-day ſuit; to invent 
ſome new pattern for ſword hilts or 
buckles; to chooſe lace worthy of 
adorning his white hands and = 
nails, or to correct the 4 invention of 12 
Kt | | 

, H 4 When 
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ment, he exhaled perfumes where ever 


he went; his hair was curſed not too 
ſtiff, nor too negligently, in numerous 
Boucles; his coat, whether plain or 
trimmed, diſtinguiſhed from all others, 
by the elegance of its cut, and by a 
certain ſmartneſs peculiar to himſelf. 
So compleat a figure, ſeemed formed 
for dancing, and he was indeed the 
ſoul of every ball. A mind like 
Chitdrd's, engroſſed by ſuch weighty 
cares, could not deſcend to that vulgar 
attention to pecuniary matters, which 
is thought neceſſary by people of or- 
dinary genius; the ſublimity of bis; 
howeyer, occaſioned him ' one. ſmall 
inconvenience, which was nothing elſe 
than a multitude of debts: Theſe did 


not reſt very heavy upon his ſpirits, 


as he knew Lady Leonora well enough 


to be certain, that her pride and af- 
fection would prevent his ſuffering any 


moleſtation from his creditors: She 
N VEL * had 


ETC 
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had before he went abroad payed his 
debts to a conſiderable amount, and 
the only effect this had was to encou - 
rage him to incur freſh ones. 


Since his return to England he affected 


to treat his aunt with a reſpect ap- 
proaching to adoration, and would, with 
great complaiſance, pretend to liſten to 
her learned harangues. — As ſhe had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion he was laughing 


at her, her partiality for him daily en- 


creaſed, and ſhe only waited till ſne 
could find a wife ſuitable to him, to. 
ſettle upon him her eſtate. —Mr. Clife 
ford, however, was in no haſte to- 
marry; he prized his liberty beyond 
meaſure; he flirted to-day with one: 
pretty woman, . to-morrow with ano 
ther ; the moſt lovely of the faſhion- 
able women could not fix his attention 
three days mn 


He dined almoſt every toy matt 
Os" s; made up Lady Weſtland's 


Hs party 


N 
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party in the evening; then went to 
balls, Almack's, or clubs. The ad- 
miration he felt for Meliſſa far ex- 
ceeded that other women excited in 
him; notwithſtanding the languor 
occaſioned by the inconveniences at- 
tendant on her ſituation, he thought 
her inexpreſſibly charming; he paid 
her every little attention in his power, 
and ſhe re- paid him with ſuch a be- 
witching ſmile as made him eager 
for a freſh opportunity of being thus 
rewarded; .— Every morning he gal- 
loped down the King's-Roads, to pro- 
cure a /bauquet worthy of her accept- 
ance. — All the new publications he 
ſent her, that were.likely to amuſe.— 
Every little anecdote; all the little 
ſcandal and news of the day, he never 
ſailed to be the firſt to communicate. 
If her appetite was indifferent, he 
tried to excite it by ſome poignant 
lance, or x other: proof, of his culinary 
kill; 
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{kill ; van this he ratified himſelf 
nee H Ki 

In wort, eee e 

nature of his ſentiments for Meliſſa, he 


felt he never was perfectly mona 
n ſrom her: 


N 

Meliſfs dee Clifford as el. 
fential to her amuſement; ſhe never 
thought beyond the preſent moment, 
and rejoiced to find one perſon in 
her huſband's-family ſufficiently agree 
able to reconcile her to domeſtic life. 
— Every, day ſhe found additional 
pleaſure in his ſociery ; her checks, 
on his ſudden entrance, glowed with 
delight; if any unforeſeen event pre- 
vented his arrival at the expected mo- 
ment, ſhe felt uneaſy, and difſatisfied 
with every thing. — Theſe ſenſations. 
ſhe attributed entirely to- Os 
and 180 % them. 


: 


H 6 One 


155 Tur SISTERS, 
4 One day Mr. Clifford was to dine 
with a party in the country, and told 
Meliſſa in the morning that he ſhould 
not ſee her till the next, the found 
the day unuſually long. — Lady Leo- 
nora ſeeing her reſtleſs and low ſpirit- 
ed, propoſed reading aloud : to her, 
and without waiting for her conſent, 
began to read ſome of Carter's Epic- 
tetus. This was altogether inſupport- 
able.—In vain ſhe yawned;; appeared 
inattentiye; and fidgeted about the 
room; the inexorable Lady Leonora 
continued her lecture, till Lady Weſt- 
land complaining of a very bad head- 
ach, declared ſne could ſit up no 
longer, and muſt go inſtantly to 
iN i 83: Wks 


' Juſt as ſhe was going to retire, 
Clifford fuddenly appeared; he had 
changed his intention of paſting the 
evening in the country, and was that 
moment akghted from his phaeton. 

2 — Meliſfa's 


%. 
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 — Melifla's heart bounded at che ſight 
of him, ſhe  repented having men- 


tioned her deſign of retiring, and ſat 
till, hoping ee would en 
* of dy Y- 11 


Lady nk WP hag abt 
vaked at her behaviour, and did not be- 
lieve in her indiſpoſition, now thought 
it Was her turn to torment.— With 
affected concern ſhe enquired after 
the pain in her head, and begged her 
not to delay her intention. Lord 


Weſtland, who had followed his bro- 


ther into the room, demanded what 
chat was, and, hearing of Lady Weſt . 
land's complaint, preſſed her earneſtly 


to retire, and rung; for her maid. — 
Meliſſa was on the point of telling 
him that ſne no longer required the 


repoſe, ſne had before declared ſo ne- 


ceſſary; but ſhame tied her tongue, 


and, with a melancholy diſcontented 
air, ſhe left the room. | 


Her 


| | 

| 
| | 
1 


* 
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Her departure difconcerted- Clif- 
| her, 'who. was become his delight; 
but diſappointed in his view, he ſoon 
framed an excuſe for quitting his aunt. 
and brother, not without offering up 
in favour of the former certain ejacu- 
htions, which he deemed warranted 
by the cauſe. — The next morning 
he haſtened his toilet to fly to Groſ- 
venor- Square, impatient to enquire 
after Meliſſa's health; he thought 
himſelf fortunate to find her alone, 
and ſtill more ſo, to obſerve his ap- 
proach diffuſe ſmiles and bluſhes over 
her countenance. — He ſeized her 
hand, and kiſſed it with rapture ; 
told her how much he had been diſ- 
appointed the preceding evening, and 
that he had puniſhed Lady Leonora 
for her malice, by withdrawing im- 
mediately after ny Wein. 
W | 


.. 


Both 
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Both Mr. Clifford and Meliſſa felt 
a guilty conſciouſneſs of a dawning 
paſſion for each other; but neither of 
them attempted to ſtifle it. The for- 
mer had early been ſpoiled by his 
aunt; ſhe had often made him diſ- 
courſes in her ſtyle upon virtue, and 
the government of the paſſions; but, 
as a deſire of diſplaying her own abi- 
lities ſeemed her principal object, they 
had made little impreſſion upon him, 
eſpecially as he had frequently expe- 
rienced her indulgence to his exceſſes, 
and that, ſevere as ſhe was to others, 
ſhe was blindly partial to him, — He 
obſerved that his ſiſter-in-law; was as. 
unprincipled as himſelf, and he ſu- 


ſpected that ſhe ſhared his. 1 
ſentiments. 


His conjecture was but too true. 
Meliſſa had not been ſenſible of it 
till this period. — She thanked him 
with an embarraſſed air for his anxiety 

| after 
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after her health, and ſhe attempted: 
to converſe on different ſubjecta as: 
uſual, but ſhe could not-conceal her 


_ agitation ; and yet ſhe was forry when 
Lady Leonora entered, and eke 


part in the en. 


ren le de, ie recalled to: 


mind Clifford's behaviour, and was 


convinced that ſhe perfectly under- 
ſtood his looks and geſtures. — For a 
moment ſhe thought with horror of 
the conſequences of this. diſcovery, 


and half ' wiſhed to diſcourage him, 


and ſubdue herſelf : This would have 


been practicable, had ſhe been accuſ- 
tomed to check her paſſions ;. but too 
weak. to reſiſt them, ſhe yielded to 
their imperious ſway. —Uninfluenced 
by principles of virtue or religion, 


the fear of detection alone made her 


ſometimes. wiſh ſhe could avoid him; 


but that was impoſſible, and, indeed, 


not e deſired.— Some little gra - 


titude 


*% 
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titude towards her Lord for his unre- 
mitting kindneſs, gave her ſome ſcru- 
ples; but ſhe conſidered, if her par- 
tiality for his brother was confined to 
her bwn breaſt, ſhe could not injure 
him by indulging it.— She forgot that, 
by ſimilar ſophiſtry, ſhe had recon- 
ciled to herſelf her predilection for 
Philamour, which had been attended 
with ſuch fatal conſequences. —Theſe,, 
however, taught her worldly pru- 
dence; ſhe contented herſelf with in- 
terrogating Clifford's eyes, and ſcarce- 
ly allowed her own to return him one 
favourable glance : But a' thouſand 
accidental circumſtances betrayed to 
Clifford a ſecret that, perhaps, ſhe 
longed to reveal; ſoon it wanted no 
confirmation, and their intelligence 
was eſtabliſhed without the aſſiſtance 
of confidants or letters. They ſcarce- 
ly ever had opportunities of-ſeeing 
each other alone, for Lady Leonora 
and Miſs Gray were conſtantly in La- 

| FE 
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dy Weſtland's apartment; yet ſome. 
times when Miſs Gray was abſent; and 
Lady Leonora employed with her pen 
compoſing precepts for the benefit of 
mankind, or abſorbed in ſublime me- 
ditations ; Meliſſa and Clifford held 
together an ambiguous converſation, 


expreſſive of their mutual ſentiments, 


and at the ſame time enjoyed the _ 
of duping their wiſe aunt. 


Theſe were tranſient gratifications, 
and vaniſhed with Clifford; in their 
room, remorſe and anxious pain ſuc- 


ceeded in Meliſa's breaſt : — But 


her conſcience became daily more cal- 
lous,. What happier nature ſhrinks 
at with affright,” ſhe: fettled in her 
mind was involuntary, and as ſuch re- 
conciled it to herſelf. | 


While Meliffa was thus finking 
into vice, Marcia was lamenting that 
* had ſo long been ignorant of St. 
7 Clairfont 8 


. — ay — „ 0 8 


* * 0 


* 
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Clairfont's hiſtory, and had cheriſhed 
an inclination for him, that her prin- 
ciples condemned. — Henceforth ſhe 
determined to avoid him. — Her eyes 
were ſtill red with weeping, and ſad- 
neſs imprinted on her countenance, 
when ſhe met him on her return 
home, after Mrs. Belfield had con- 
cluded: her narration. — He obſerved 
immediately that ſhe looked unhappy, 
and ſeemingly catching the infection, 
he addreſſed her with unuſual warmth; 
and attempting to take her hand, 
(which ſhe withdrew,) enquired, with 
an anx10us-air, after her health. 


Marcia, ſome days before, would 
have been delighted with his beha- 
viour ; but, now conſcious of the 
inſuperable bar betwixt them, it added 
to her miſery, and, ſcarcely able to 
anſwer him, ſhe hurried home.—She 
recollected that he had once faid, he 
wiſhed he had never ſcen her.” —She 

: reflected 
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reflected on his guarded conduct, 
and, on his averted looks, with en- 
creaſed eſteem: ! And if,“ as ſome- 
thing whiſpered in her heart, he 
really loves me, faid ſhe internally, 
© then how meritoriouſly has he ac- 
ted!“ - And again ſhe lamented that 
his fatal marriage had not been re- 
vealed to her.— It was a circumſtance 
not known even to Lord Weſtland; 
St. Clairfont had carefully concealed 
it ; moſt of thoſe entruſted were dead; 
the reſt in a foreign country; and fo 
many years had ſince elapſed, that, 
even in France, little more was re- 
membered than a vague report, that 
St. Clairfont had been ſecretly mar- 
ried ; but Therefa's reſidence in the 
convent ſeemed to contradift that, 
and, as ſhe never acknowledged it, 
the annuity ſhe received from St. 
Clairfont was paid to IPL ALY 
de cp 755 1 1 


Marcia 
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Marcia from this period ſhunned 
St. Clairfont with the greateſt atten- 
tion; ſhe even feigned indiſpoſition 
to excuſe herſelf from going often to 
Mrs. Belfield, or receiving her; ſhe 
reſembled her brother, and Marcia 
determined to baniſh his image from 
her heart: Her piano forte was ſent 
away; all books of imagination ex- 
cluded from her library; and ſhe 
longed to return to the Hall, that ſhe 
might not even. hear his name. 


While Marcia was 6 nobly ex: 
erting the force of her reaſon to con- 
quer her paſſion, orders arrived; at 
Bath to Colonel St. Clairfont to join 
his regiment without delay, as it was 
ordered to embark immediately for 
America, — Poor Mrs. Belfield, ex- 
tremely hurt at this news, ſet out 
directly with her brother for London; 
and, to avoid the pain of taking leave 
of .her amiable young friend, ſhe did 

not 
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not inform hey of her departure, but 

ſent her a farewell epiſtle from the 
nn | 9 


Marcia Aid not faine at tie - ſa 
ies as Ladies in romance are ſaid to 
do upon every occaſion ; but ſhe could 
not ſo far conquer human frailty, as 
not to repine at this unexpected ſtroke: 


She had ſincerely wiſhed St. Clair- 


font's abſence; yet now that it had 
taken place, ſhe felt the whole world 
a void. — She again peruſed Mrs. Bel- 
field's letter, and perceived the word 
farewell had been written by St. Clair- 
font ! ſhe was tempted to cut out 
that word; but ſhe remembered the 
characters were traced by Thereſa's 
huſband, and ſhe had the reſolution 
to deſtroy the letter, — Satisfied with 
her own conduct, ſhe obtained the 
ſweet relief of tears; theſe her Father 
attributed to her ineud's s departure, 

| gand 


THE SISTERS. 167 


and ſhe did not attempt: to undeceive 


him! bas; 
Mr. en now being quite re- 
covered, was impatient to return 
home; "he N 5 50 of the weather, which 
rendered Bath intolerable, haſtened 
his JON 
| 4 
Marcia eber 0 a place 
which had loſt 2/7 that had once ren- 
dered it agreeable, and beſides re- 
minding her of events deſtructive to 
her peace, was the preſent reſidence 
of a mat whoſe very particular atten- 
tions for ſome time paſt threatened 
her with addreſſes, that ſhe was not 
in the leaſt diſpoſed to encourage. 


8 


Much about the time Mr. Bumble 
and his daughter left Bath, Lord and 
Lady Weſtland and Mr. Clifford re- 
paired to Beachly. — Lady Leonora 
and her companion were faintly in- 

F vited 


* 
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wited thither, which invitation) vas 
haughtily-declined, and Lady Leo- 
nora determined to make any ſhift at 
Gray-Lodge (which, as I have al- 
ready ſaid, ſhe was repairing) rather 
than continue with Lady Weſtland; 
. whoſe inattentions to her had degene- 
rated into down-right rudeneſs. —— 
Lord Weſtland, tired of pacifying the 
inceſſant diſagreements that aroſe in 
the female part-of his family; ' of be- 
ing himſelf reproved after Epictetus, 
Take care not to be tranſported 
with anger, and affront your gueſts 
ab a great expence but rather delight 
them ata cheap rate by gentle beha- 
viour, and diſguſted with the vulgat 
manners, and . forward- behaviour of 
Miſs Gray; ſaw them depart from 
155 HOW with no mak ae. 


Mr. Cliford and Melita Joy va 
Kill greater; they had ſuffered in- 
e by the conſtraint Lady 


$ 
. 8 Leonora 


7 
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Leonora's preſence impoſed upon 
them, ard the dependent ſituation of 
the former” had often rendered it very 
difficult to conduct himſelf fo, as to 
avoid offending either his aunt or his 
ſiſter-in-law, when they were at vari- 
ance together: However, by flatter- - 
ing each ſeparately, and ſubmitting 
to che caprices of 85 be ſecured 
to l their farour. 

Nen now leaſed. herſelf with 
the hopes of paſſing delightful: days 
at Beachiy ! No female companions! 
—Het Lord would probably be en- 
gaged all. the morning in his grounds ; | 
he was luckily” (in her opinion) erect- | 
ing a new temple at ſome diſtance 
from the houfe,” and, as he was his 
own architect, ſhe knew he would 9 
attentively watch the. workmens pro- 
greſs.— What then could prevent her 
dedicating a large portion of her time 
do the only object ſne ever wiſhed to 
Vol. II. I ſee ? 
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' ſee? — Eagroſſed by: theſe- thoughts, 
her ſpirits were exalted to the higheſt 
pitch, and ſhe arrived at Aae ful 
ne galety e ee 1 
The 3 WW: 3 
was rather diſconcerted:by Lord Weſt- 
land's deſiring his brother to accom- 
pany him in a ride, and removing 
every objection he urged to excuſe 
himſelf; but a heavier diſappoint- 
ment awaited her the day following, 
when an expreſs arriyed from Lady 
Leonora Gray with; a letter to Mr. 
Clifford, to inform him; that, by 
ſudden death of a Gentleman, mem- 
ber for à borough, where 
the Clifford family had conſiderable 
intereſt, there was a vacancy which 
ſhe was reſolved he ſhould fill, and 
therefore, withqut delay, cee 
| CE ail en 358417 
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t was impoſſible to diſobey, nor, 
indeed, would his ambition have al- 
lowed of fuch a ſacrifice to love. — 
He ſeized a moment to affure Meliſſa , 
he adored her, and that he would fly 
back to Beachly the moment the elec- 
tion was over. — Her grief at his de- 
parture was in proportion to her ex- 


pectations of happineſs, and ſhe was 


obliged to feign illneſs as an excuſe 
for her dejection. | 


Clifford had now been gone ſome 
time; things had not ſucceeded. 
Lady Leonora expected ; a ſtrong g op- 
poſition gave him little hopes of car- 
rying his election. While he was en- 
gaged in this diſagreeable buſineſs, 
Lady Weſtland" became in reality ill, 
and Lord Weſtland, alarmed; hurried 
her to town, where the was prema 
turely delivered of a daughter, who 
was called Caroline, after the late 
[ _ Weſtland. — Though the Earl 

4.2 had 


had paſſionately wiſhed for a ſon, he 
was too delicate to let Meliſſa ſee his 


diſappointment ; his tenderneſs never 


appeared ſo amiable as on this occa- 
ſion. | 


JEALOUSY.—A NARRATION. 


ARCIA wiſhed extremely to 
attend her ſiſter during her 
confinement ; but no entreaties could 
move her Father to. part with her. — 
Mrs. Lindſay occaſionally, out of re- 


ſpect to Lord Weſtland, called on 
e Counteſs of a morning, and So- 


phia often paſſed the. evening with 
her: Lord W ſenſible of her 

worth, wiſhed nothing more than an 
intimacy to take place between Me- 


/ Hluiſſa 


8 
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liſſa and Sophia ; but the latter ſoon 
found, after Mr. Clifford's arrival in 
town, that ſhe was an unwelcome 
gueſt to Lady Weſtland, and forbore 
going to Groſvenor- Square. Clifford 
had loſt his election; but he was con- 
ſoled for his ill ſucceſs, when he read 


in Meliſſa's eyes the n his return 
gave her. 


He W to her the chief pat 
of his time; the opportunities Lady 
Leonora's abſence gave him, made 
him allow a latitude to his paſſion it 
had never yet known, conſequently it 
was encreaſed on both ſides.— In pro- 
portion as theſe criminal lovers grew 
happier, they relaxed in circumſpecti- 
on; yet Lord Weſtland's company, 

and thoſe viſitors, Meliſſa could not 
exclude, were ſuch a reſtraint to them, 
that they turned their whole thoughts 
on the felicity they hoped to enjoy in 
the country, when the re-eſtabliſh- 
IE ment 


4 
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ment af Lady Weſtland's health 
n allow of their returu. 


$M frdden, coldnefs i in 180 Weſt- 
land towards his brother, nipped as it 


were in the bud their flattering pro- 
ſpects, and fled them with juſt alarm. 


— This coldnefs, like the black low- 


ring clouds that prognoſticate a ſtorm, 


was likewiſe the forerunner of a terri- 


ble en between the brothers. 


| Before 1 mention chow woke out, 
1 muſt obſerve, that it is probable 


Lord Weſtland would long ago have 


been jealous of Mr. Clifford, could 


he eaſily have admitted into his heart 


a fuſpicion injurious to him; but the 
candour of his nature was ſuch; that 
he imagined his brother as incapable 
as himſelf of a diſhonovrable action, 
and his wife to be of all objects the 
moſt ſacred in his eyes. Fully as he 


had 3 the levity of her na- 


8 


ture, 
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cure, he had the weakneſs ſtill to love 
her with unabated paſſien; it was 
with infinite reluctance he could ſup- 
poſe ſhe had ſo ſoon forgotten his 
generous forgiveneſs of her former 
indiſcretions/— He reproached himſelf 
for imagining it poſſible ſhe could 
form an intrigue, | conſidered by all 
a laws, human and divine, in a peculi- 
- arly odious light; yet, by the altera 
s tion of his behaviour to his brother, 
we muſt conclude, that he ſuſpected 
fraternal love _ Ni ar into 


q 
e an W 1 
e rn # 
d One ci: that Lord Weſtland 1 
rt WW and Mr. Clifford had accidentally met ; 
ae Il at Kenny's; and ſupped in no great . 
at W harmony with each other, the latter, 1 
4 


unfortunately having drank rather too 
freely, was Teſs upon his guard than 
uſual ; for, having obſerved that Lord 
Weſtland of late ſeemed to with for a 


e it pretence | 


> 3 
_—— —_— * 
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pretence of quartelling with him, he. 


bad Lead apo. givebim 
caſtes 05 „H lz Santi. 
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« 


Hom! ooo han gale "15 1 
Burgundy and nee baniſhed. 
this prudent, reſolution; toi ſome! ſe. 
vere thing the Earl ſaid, while they 
were engaged at guinxe, Clifford re- 
plied with great «warmth/;; one werd 
brought on another; thm 4mends of 
both interfered to prevent chings going 
further, and Lord Weſtland as angry, 
but more maſter of his temper than 
dis brother, aroſe, r 7 AN 
; retreat. 
f I Pat: 7 wy 75 30 
The next ig Clifford; fully: ken- 
ble of the ſcrape his :intemperance 
had led him into, went early in the 
morning to make his excuſes to. Lord 
Weſtland ; he was not viſible : Clif- 
ford then deſired to ſprak with Lady 
Weſtland, but ſhe eee N 
immediately tought 42d td appeaſe his 
brother's 


„ 8 Ras pe * by F2 ; 4 . 
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brother's reſentment by a very fub- 


miſſive letter, and, to his great morti- 
fication; he received che following 
_—_ e i 


T4 


Te o the Honourable Edward Clifford. 


1 1 have, with no ſmall pain, per- 
ceived for ſome time, that our diſ- 
poſitions were not formed to aſſociate | 
together; the leſs, therefore, we meet 
the better. — The raſh words that eſ- 
caped you laſt night, I conſider as the 
effects of inebriety, and I can. readily 
forgive them, — Other offences, of 2, 
more ſerious nature, I cannot pardon. 


ſo eaſily. —Very cogent reaſons deter- 


mine me to decline receiving your, 


viſits for ſome time ; but hereafter, 


if you deſerye it, you will {till find | 
me, 


| Your affeQionate brother, 
| 45 Weſtland.“ 
4 Ft ; Tx Wy $4 6-44 h=e4tÞF) * 
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Mr. Clifford raved and fretted al- 
ternately at the lecture of this letter; 


to find himſelf excluded from the 
ſight of Meliſſa, was an idea that drove 


him almoſt diſtracted. He inſtantly 


ordered; poſt horſes, and haſtened- to 
 Gray-Lodge, to ſecure Lady Leonora's 
- intereſt with his brother, though his 
hopes of her ſucceſs were not very ſan- 
guine, as he know ſhe had, during 
her reſidence in Groſvenor-Square, 
loſt much of Lord Weſtland's favor. 
Lady Leonora refuſed all perſonal 
application ; but wrote to her nephew 
to deprecate his diſpleaſure againſt 
his brother. Her interceſſion. did 
not avail” Lord Weſtland was fa- 
mous for adhering to his reſolutions ; 
- therefore, all that Clifford's friends 
could urge in his behalf, had no effect 
on the Earl. Sir Harry Baſil, 


vho ad more influence - over him 


than any man, refuſed to exert it, 
and Clifford had reaſon to imagine, 
that 


2 
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| ſentiments for Lady Weſtland. She, 
too, attempted to ſoſten his reſent- 
ment; but ber endeavour only en- 
oreaſed it; and he (caſt; on her one 


guilt ſhrinks appalled. After that 


ſhe never dared name his brother ia 


his ptefence, —Her grief, at all inter- 
oourſe being cut off with. Clifford- 
was immoderate. — If ſhe could have 


conveyed: a letter to him, it would 


have been ſome mitigation to her pain: 
but who: could ſhe truſt ? The com- 
plaiſant, convenient, Mademoiſelle 
Caqueteuſe would have been-of great 
uſe: on this occaſion; her maid at 


preſent was of a very different charac- 


ter, and had been, as well as her other 
err nee her oy her 
the du nx - cone i then, 


bis 41 — 733-6 
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; ny 
that he ſuſpected the nature of his 
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In this wretched ſtate of mind ſhe 
left town to attend Lord Weſtland 
to Beachly. — Deſpair was painted on 
her face; the roſes had given places 
to the lilies; and ſhe ſeemed more 
dead than alive: Yet ſhe was obliged 
to ſwallow the big tear, check the 
* us ſigh, and force a ſmile when her 
heart was ready to burſt, What 
painful diſſimulation does not guile 
en 19555 
* 
Marcia had * at aha Hall in 
very. bad ſpirits, and as a little matter 
would put her father out of humour, 
he often ſhewed his diſpleaſure that 
ſhe was not gay. — The. boiſterous 
ſpirits, and rude mirth of his com- 
panions, did not enliven her; on the 
contrary, her ſadneſs. encreaſed when 
forced to ſubmit to their ſociety. — 
Mr, Bymble lamented that a good joke 
was loſt upon his ſtupid girl, and puz- 
: Zled his brain, to po purpoſe, to find 
out 


* 
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out what ailed her. '— Marcia had; 
however, one conſolation which her 
ſiſter was "deprived of ; conſcious in- 
nocence: This enabled her to re- 
view her paſt life without regret, 
and when ſhe reflected on the conqueſt 
me was attempting over her heart, 
= felt all the er and pleaſure of 

ann Wo Wi GUT - 


A viſit for ten Abs Flow Mrs. 
Lindſay and Sophia exhilerated her 
ſpirits. — Great as was her eſteem. of, 
and confidence in, Sophia, ſhe did 
not reveal to her the ſecret of her 
to know, that communications of this 
kind only fix ſtill deeper in the mind 
the impreſſions it has already received; 
and that ſhe who refuſes to liſten to 
the never-failing admonitions of her 
own reaſon, will be ſtill leſs lixely to 
attend to thoſe of another — Both 
Mrs. Lindſay and her daughter had 
ſuffici- 
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uſeſully and agreeably,. which woot. 
divert her thoughts from turning tou 
much on: herſelf. — Fheir departure 
was a ſenſible grief to her; but the 
ſudden arrival of Mr. Nertterville 
from n g nn ee 
iel it © 254140 

4 eee im 
Sde waere eee 
his perſon was mueh changed; in 
keu of the ruddy bloom of youth, a 
fallow paleneſs had uſurped its plate; 
he appeared penſive, and ſometimes 


ſad. — In other reſpects he wa im- 


proved; his figure had acquired an 


alr of faſkion-it greatly wanted before 3 


and it was eaſy to peretive, by His 
ren that he had been actuſtomed 


o 


3 
7 
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to good company. His father received: 
him coldly; he had never loved him 
 fince he went to ſchoot; and Marcia 

had long engroſſed all the W el 
e | 


Charles Netervitte and 1 i fitter 
became inſeparable compamens; they 
walked for hours together; and often. | 
rode. He ſeemed to have ſomething: 
he wiſhed to · diſcloſe.— * Ptay,” bad 
he, one day, « how do- you like Sir 
James Ardent? He is a e 
friend of mine; and I know he ſaw you 
at Bath. Since you tell me he is 
your friend; anſwered Marcia, . T: 
muſt be cautious in giving you my 
opinion.“ “ Speak freely, I beg, 
ſaid Mr. Netterville. — Well then, 
as you deſire it, I will tell you, that 
he appeared to me of a violent, haughtyr 
diſpoſition; and L was particularly glad 
when leſt Bath, to be out of his 
way, for he thought fit to follow me 


like 


184 THE SISTERS: 
Ike my ſhadow.” —< He is over head 
and ears in love with you:; and you 
Judge of him harſhly,” and not with 
your uſual candour; he is a man of 
parts, extremely agreeable, noble in his 
manners, not deficient in generoſity, 
has an immenſe eſtate, and you muſt 
ens a very fine figure.” — 
c That I don't deny,” replied Marcia; 
© and as you know him better than I 
do, it is probable I may have miſ- 
taken his character; my father has a 
law-ſuit with him; where did you 
form this intimate acquaintance 2? — 
« By mere accident,” replied Net- 
terville; I will tell you the whole 
ſtory ; it is quite a romantic ad ven- 
ture. „ EO 8 n 


Though Lord Weſtland, when I 
was leaving England, ſtrongly diſ- 
ſuaded me from going to Paris, and 
recommended me to turn my ſteps 
* the Northera Counts; I had 

too 


* 
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too great a: deſire to ſee the famous \ 
capital of France, to attend to his ad- 
vice, and I bent my courſe that way. 
On my route to Paris I perceived, 
abbut half way from Peronne to the 
next poſt, a gentleman walking on 
the high way, ſeemingly much diſ- 
oompoſed, and a. carriage broken 
down-atw little diſtance. It was rain- 
ing very hard, and 1 thought humanitx 

obliged me to dffer him my aſſiſtance, 
which i did the more readily as he 
appeared to be iny countryman. =: 
He thankfully! accepted a place in my 
carriage, ordering his ſervants to con-t 
vey his own on as they could. We 1 
waited, for its arrival at che poſt; and 
as ãt vas in ſo ſhattered a condition as 
to threaten: him with a long delay 
while it was:repdinirig, I preſſed him 
to accompany me to Paris in my 
chaiſe, as he was impatient to get thi 
ther: He conſentedq andi congra- 
20124 $44 0:44 se be hand 


Das 
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Grelle cpamgenianer „Anise 
e Anu 2 A 0 e * 

| 8 und. bd a man of 1 

ing, and well acquainted wich the 

world. From his ſervant I learned: 

that he was a Baronet, and his name 


Sir James Ardent.— E inſtamly re- 


with whom my father has. ſo; long 


tulated myſelf. on the eee 


. 


been litigating the eſtste of Copt 


Green, and the object of his averſion; 
not being oertain he might. lenom 


Charles Nerter ville was his opponent's 


fon, I thought it needleſs to mention 
it; but he ſoon cotwinced me he knew 


perſectiy whom: he. was: with, and 


what he was not ſo unjuſt to. extend; 
his 'diſlike of the father to the fon, 
Gain nene e 


02 ww; 'S | 


© 


. had often been there before, 
and; 


Om . "Rs at Paris he . 
great uſe in introducing me into: the 


A 3 | . 
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and had a numerous 8 N 
wanne of the firſt faſnion. 


G habits of life e | 
were. ſimiliar ; / we. both loved play; 
and he was enabled freely to indulge 
in it, having à very large eſtate. 1 
was often! pinched for money, and 
have more = once been nee een 
imme et HA” _ 


. 
told me, that Bir 9 


prettieſt girl he had yet ſeen at Faris: 


that he was extremely jealous, and 
kept her locked up in his Hòôtel; the 
latter part of this intelligence I doubt- 
ed, hecauſe, aa there were few days 
that I did not call upon him, 
it improbable I ſhould never have 
caught, at leaſt, a glimpſe of this 
the account of my acquaintance, by 
faying he had ſcen her in Sir Fames's 

x1 28 p carriage: 
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carriage the day he darried her to his 
Hotel,” and that he had reaſon to be- 
lieve ſhe was {till there. — He added 
that ſne appeared very young and ex- 
tremely handſome. Fired with cu- 
rioſity, I reſolved to fee her, but how 
to do this was the-difficutty. The 
next day I called on Sir James, and 
met a milliner with a band- box or 
the ſtairs; and on reaching the cor / 
ridor, I recollected that I had only 
ſeen the apartments on one ſide of it, 
ſo that probably thoſe on the other 
vere allotted to the lady. reſolved, 
therefore, to pretend I had miſtaken 
the door, and enter at the left inſtead 
of the right. So aſſuming a von- 
chalent air, and humming a tune, 1 
boldly marched into an anti- room; 
luckily the door was open, and I per- 
ceived the object I was in ſearch of: 
But Oh! Marcia, how can give you 
an idea of her lovelineſs! = „ = 
n nat more than fifteen; 

2 irn — 
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thei prettieſt creature had ever be- 


held. Were ie orn. : 12 . 
A 


"> =. — 40 g ) oe 2 1 
1 i it; TLIC CINE R>S 1 1 


She was (as Pale ſhe. e 8 
en ati my intruſion; and ad- 
vancing towards me, bluſhing, aſked 


what 1 Wanted in Engliſh.—I feigned 
to ſtart, and apologizing for my miſ- 


take, retreated ſlowly, bowing and 
gazing 8 in a manner "on added 


31-0 4000 
You had 1 0 in a very et 


ne; à tolerable ſtock of aſſurance 
at Paris,” - ſaid Marcia, 'interrupting 
him. I confeſs ĩt. Vou will eaſily 


imagine, continued Netterville, © that 
I did not fay a word of this ma» 


nœuvre ta Sir James; but nod my 
curiolity was gratified, a more impe⸗ 
rious paſſion agitated my mind. — I 
thought of nothing but this charming 
incognita, and meditated perpetually 
on the means of ſeeing her again. 


1 
'\s 
| 
| 
| 
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*1 thould have recommended to my 
ſervant to have formed an acquaintance . 
in Sir James's family; but the fellow 
Weſtland, and I expe&ted:little: com- 
plaiſance from him. What then was 
to be done ? I racked my brain to 
no purpoſe ] at laſt, one evening that 
I perceived Sir James deeply engaged 
at quinze,: I determined to make a 
bold attempt to get acceſs to her. 
I know- you will diſapprove of the 
method I took, and I cannot juftify 
itz but I thought it unreaſonable he 
ſhould thus monopol 20 his enchant- 
eee eden rectived 
notes from the Baronet, I found I 
could ęaſily imitate his hand- writing, 
| eee eee 26-208 
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This note I carried to ds Hötel, 
and, telling the 8 wis I was ſont on 
buſines from his maſter, was readily 
admitted. I then khocked at the 
 incognite's door, Which wu irftantiy 


* opened hy a little pert waiting enaid; 


whom. I inftantly marked as my on 
I gave her che billes and told her to 


carry it tot her Lady, and that Would 


wait there for an anſ wer-. I could 


hear them conſulting in a lowlvoiee 


together, and at laſt I was admitted. 
— Impydence- aid mel faid?T to my- 
ſelf on centering the rom where the 


young lady received me, and deming 


me tol be ſeated, the enquired my 


buſineſs, hemmed; ſaid ſomething 


about the weather i She repeated her 
queſtion, and I opened my mouth 


I get. out; a fir of 'coughing; partly 
real and partly ſhammed, ſtized me 


and old hes the tuch, truſting: Mar 


"ith" cia 


to ſpeak, but ehe dence a word co, 


opportunely,—At laſt I reok courage,” 


p * 
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dia to female vanity. for an excuſe: 
The young Lady ſmiled:— And 
pray, Sir, ſaid ſhe, F what account 
do you;expett I {hall i give my uncle 
of this extraordinary viſit ? t Tour 
uncle, Madam !” ſaid J, confbunded; 
* have been under a ſtrange miſtake; 
is Sir James really your uncle? — 
„Les, Sir, he is my uncle; what re- 
lation did you ſuppoſe between us? 
1 ͤmade no: anſwer, and ſhe continued, 
« Perhaps his unjuſt confinement of 


me might, in ſome meaſure, excuſe = 


my deceiving him but I RO what 
is dye to my own honour; and ſhall 
certainly tell him of your vilit; and 
of the unjuſtifiable means you took 
to gain acgeſs to me. — Convineed 
by her manner, and the haughty air 

ſhe aſſumed, that ſhe was teally — 


ſhe ſaid; I entreated her pardon, and, 


finding her inflexible, I inſinuated 
artfully, that her information would 


e produce a duel.— This had 
the 
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the deſired effect; I obtained my 
pardon, and a promiſe from her that 
this affair ſhould not be mentioned 
to her uncle. Then, as men uſually 
do, I encroached on her indulgence; 
and requeſted permiſſion to prolong 
my ſtay. — I made ſuch good uſe of 
my time that ſhe became quite eaſy 
with me, and I gathered from her that 
her name was Julia ; that ſhe was Sir 
James Ardent's elder brother's daugh- 
ter, who had left no other child bur 
herſelf, and bequeathed her £30,000, 
on condition ſhe married with her 
uncle's cbnfent, whom he appointed 
her guardian, otherwiſe her fortune 
was to be reduced to'{5,000.—That 

James, thinking himſelf too 
_ a man at the time of her Fa- 
ther's deceaſe to take à young girl 
into his family, had ſent her to Paris, 
where ſhe had been educated in a 
convent : That Sir James had re- 
moved' her thence about a month 

Vol, II. K beſore, 


- | 
8. . 


3 
| 4. 296 TUE, 318 28. 


before, and, whether from a diſtruſt 
of her youth, or for what other rea- 
(ions, ſhe knew not: He kept her as 
ſecluded in his Hotel as if ſhe was in 
a nunnery.— That, indeed, he endea- 
voured to pacify her, by an aſſurance 
that when ſhe got to England he 
would allow. her more liberty ; but, in 
the mean time, it was very mortifying 
to her, ever to ſee any company, or 
even to be indulged with an airing. 


You will eaſily imagine I did not 
leſſen her diſpleaſure at this treatment; 
I really ſympathized with her, and 
prevailed on Julia to permit me pa 
ſometimes to try whether I could pr 
not diſſipate her ennui. — The poor ke. 
girl, who had totally forgotten the as: 
baughty air ſhe had at firſt aſſumed, IN ati 
promiſed ſhe would receive me, and WW ... 
I took care at parting to make Ma- or / 
demoiſelle E a handſome pre- ¶ dee 
ſent, ſum 
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ſent, and to ſecure the porter in my 
intereſt. 

| After this I had ſeveral ſtolen in- 
terviews with Miſs. Ardent: I lo 
her paſſionately, and had the pleafure 
to find I was not indifferent to her; 
but ſtill Sir James's conſent was 
wanting to my happineſs, and that 
| deſpaired of obtaining, | 


I determined to return to England, 
and ſee if I could prevail on my Fa- } 
; ther to gipe up litigating Copt-Green, 

4 that might facilitate matters; and I 
e\ W parted with Julia, after obtaining a 
d promiſe from her, that ſhe would 
keep herſelf diſengaged. — Had my 
affairs been in a more proſperous fitus 
ation, I ſhould not have conſidered it 
23 material, whether Julia had { 30,000 - | 
or {5,000 ; but I had unfortunately 
deeply involved myſelf on firſt aſ- 
ſuming the name of Netterville ; my 
| 8 unworthy 
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unworthy friend, Sir John Wander, 
had taken advantage of my inexpe- 
rience, to engage me in fatal tranſacti- 


ons with Jew. brokers ; ſo that, unleſs 
T can pay -my debts, .and get entirely 


ric of my. annuitants, I ſhall never 


reap the leaſt advantage from the 


Netterville eſtate ; and have beſides 
reaſon to apprehend, that if my Fa- 


ther diſcovers my extravagance he will 
diſinherit me; but if I could obtain 
Julia's hand from Sir James, my 
debts might eaſily be compromiſed 
without my Father's knowing they 
had ever been contracted: Judge then 
how deſirous I muſt. be of forming 
an alliance ſo advantageous in every 
reſpect.— I had been but two days in 
town when I caſually met Jeannette, 
and learned that Sir James and his 
niece were at his houſe in Harley- 
Street, where they had only arrived 
two _ before. | 


* 
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I T contrived to throw myſelf in his | 
way ; he ſeemed glad to ſee me: We 
agreed to walk together, and as we. 
paſſed Romney, the painter's, we ſtep- 
ped in to look at his pictures. — One 
of the moſt capital portraits in the 
room, is that piece in which you are 
repreſented playing on the harp, and 
Lady Weſtland leaning againſt a column 
attending to you. — It immediately 
arreſted the attention of the Baronet; 
« that,” ſaid he, is your ſiſter, and 
very like; but who is that angelic 
creature with her?” — As you were 
much leſs in the world than Lady 
8 WW Weſtland, it did not ſurprize me that 
5 he did not know you by ſight. — I 
in i gratified his curioſity, and he did not 
heſitate .in pronouncing you (if like 
taat portrait) the moſt charming wo- 
)" Wl man of the two: He aſked me a 
ed BN thouſand queſtions about you, and my 
aunſwers encreaſed his deſire of being 
c quainted with you. — We met ſeve- 

—_ K3 ral 
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ral times; but he never aſked 
his hauſe, as, I ſuppoſe, he fou pe 8 
not ſo eaſy to hide Julia in London 
as at Paris. — An accidental converſa- 
tion with Sir Harry Baſil, in Sir 
James's preſence, and ſome traits 
the former related of your conduct in 
Groſvenor - Square, and of your atten- 
tions to your Father, ſtill added to 


my friend's -partiality. for your cha- 


racer, — To my great ſurprize, he 
invited me to dine with him, and pre- 
ſented me to his charming niece: 
We played our parts admirably, and 
behaved with ſuch a proper degree of 
formality, that Sir James entertained 
no ſuſpicion of our having met be- 
fore, — He ſeemed not diſpleaſed at 
the attention I paid her, and informed 
me he was reſolved to go to Bath, and 
ſee whether my ſiſter's portrait was 
like. -I ſmiled, and flattered myſelf 
Julia would accompany him ; but he 
W that too gay a 4 for her, 
| - 2m 
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and ſent her, during his abſence, to a 


diſtant relation, in whom he could 


confide. — He aſked me to go with 
him; but I civilly declined it, as I 
knew it would not be very pleaſmg 
to my Father to ſee me arrive with 
Sir James: I-ſtaid ſome time in town 
on neceſſary buſineſs, during which 
time I received feveral letters from 
my friend, expreſſive of his admira- 
tion of you; but complaining bit- 
terly of your coldneſs, and apparent 
wiſh to avoid him. — Such, my dear 
Marcia, is the fituation of things. 
Could you be prevailed upon to fee 
Sir James in a more favourable light, 
I have great reaſon to think he would 
not refuſe to give me his niece : — 
Poſſibly he might relinquiſh his claim 
on Copt-Green, and the families 
would derive equal advantages from 
_—_ ſo cloſely united, * 


K 4 


« But 


200 THE.SISTERS. 
But the happineſs of my future 
life, ” replied Marcia, warmly, © muſt 
be the facrifice : I did not like Sir 
James when I ſaw him at Bath, nor 
has your account of him raiſed him 
in my opinion.“ What pray are 
your. objections to him ?' demanded 
| Netterville. — ] have already men- 
tioned. his haughtineſs ; I may now 
add his fondneſs for play, his ſuſpici- 
ous temper, and tyranny to his niece; 
even you, whom he called his friend, 
he had not the generoſity to truſt ; 
and when he did let you ſee Miſs Ar- 
dent, it was merely a bait to lure you, 
to aſſiſt him in his deſigns on me. — 
To ſecure Copt-Green is probably the 
motive that induces him to wiſh to 
marry me; but ſhould that only be 
2 ſecondary: one, I ſhould never be 
flattered with inſpiring a paſſion by 
mere perſonal attractions.“ 


Oh! 
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mental,“ cried Netterville ; “ any girl 
but yourſelf would be delighted to 
get a young handſome Baronet with a 
noble eſtate ; and conſider hkewiſe 
that you might ſave me from ruin, 
and render me one of the happieſt 
men alive.” — © That motive would 
weigh more with me than. thoſe you 


alledged before,” replied Marcia, 


« but I have no thoughts of ever 


ons to changing my: ſituation.” — 

« All this is ſtuff, and what all young 
women ſay,” cried he; & but if you 
will telr me your affections are already 
engaged - then, indeed, I may ceaſe 


reaſonably object to him,” ſaid Marcia, 
colouring, © whether my affections 
are engaged or not; and you will 
oblige me much, brother, if you will 
drop the ſubje& :—Bur though I can- 
not marry Sir James, I ſincerely wiſh 


«Oh! you are vaſtly too ſenti- 


marrying ;, have inſuperable objecti- 


to plead for the Baronet,” —< I may 
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you may obtain his niece.” Tou 
may juſt as well wiſh me emperor of 
the Turks; that is full as likely to 
happen,” continued he, angrily, „ as 
the other, unleſs you ceaſe to be 
cruel.” — And ſo ſaying he left her, 
not à little vexed at the perſecution 
me forefaw ſhe ſhould undergo, and 
' much grieved at the unpleaſant ſtate 
of her brother” $ affairs. 


CHAP. xviII. 


A DESCRIPTION OF BEACHLY. 


THE PROGRESS OF VICE. 


E left Meliſſa deplosing a ſe- 
paration that ſhe ought to 

| have avigiced at ; but eyery virtuous 
principle was extinguiſhed in her 
- breaſt, and ſhe could not conceal her 


JJpgrd wretchedneſs, i 
| Lord 


7 


\ 


© 


the change he perceived; but the 
frown that dwelt upon his brow, and 
his ſullen voice; marked the diſcon- 
tent of his foul. — Meliſſa had feen 
him extremely angry before ; but ſhe 
had never ſeen a ſettled diſpleaſure of 
any continuance in his behaviour till 
after they were fettled at Beachly, — 
The remembrance of the Caſtle ad- 
venture preſented/i tſelf in the ſtrongeſt 
colours to her imagination; and, to 
avert the impending ſtorm, ſhe at- 
tempted to melt him by eareſſes and 
ſeigned tenderneſs. —The beauty and 
innocence of her infant daughter ſhe 
imagined would operate powerfully 


in her favour ; for which reaſon ſhe 


frequently brought her in her arms to 
her Father, and had the ſatisfaction 
to obſerve this charm had ſufficient 
influence to relax the ſeverity of His 
countenance :.— But ſoon a gloom 


again overſpread it; he. faw through 
K 6 M.̃eliſſa's 
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Mieliſſa's flimſy. arts; his reaſon re- 
preſented her as unworthy of his re- 
gard ; but ſtill her beauty captivated 
his ſenſes ; he vould gaze on her with 
admiration, catch hold of her hand, 
and then, all at once recollecting him- 
ſtep, quit the room: — Then retiring 
to his own: apartment, he would fling 
himſelf on a couch, and remain for 
| hours abſorbed in melancholy cogita- 
tions. : 1 


Of a morning he occupied him- 
ſelf with rambling over his grounds, 
and overlooking his workmen; thoſe 
moments were precious to Meliſſa; 
ſhe paſſed them in ſolitude, and in- 


de- herſelf 1 in * the n of 


3 e a IR more cal- 
| ned for tender - meditations than 
the ne . of Beachly. 


From 
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From the eminence on which the 
houſe: was placed, as far as the eye 
could: reach, it traced a ſilver. mean- 
dering ſtream.—In the diſtribution of 
the grounds, the hand; of Brown had 
aſſiſted, but not forced nature; each 
maſterly ſtroke of his art had only 


ſerved to bring to light beauties that 


lay concealed before, and to improve 
and - cheriſh each gift the / bounteous 


goddeſs had laviſhed on this charming 


ſpot. 5 2.2.4 
A velvet lawn, gently ſlaped from 
the houſe down to the river, and ſerved 
for paſture to ſome hundreds of ſheep, 
which enriched the land, while they 
animated. the ſcene. — A riſing wood 
{tretched itſelf to a conſiderable dif- 
tance on the Eaſt; its ſtems were 
waſhed by the river, and its feathered 
branches ſeemed to bend to receive 
the refreſhing moiſture. — On the 
Weſt, the eye wandered over an im- 
menſe 


. 1 
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menſe Park; the ground was beauti- 
fully irregular; wild, and diverſified 
with ſeattered herds of deer and cat- 
tle, groups of trees, with here and 
there a ſpire or a ſteeple peeping over 
their heads, and the view Was termi- 
Bran 1 


The cold blaſts of the North x were 
kept off by ſome ſheltering moun- 
tains ; the fides were covered with 
the ilex, the laurel and the arbutus; 
and the ſummits were crowned with 


firs. „ 


on the Eaſt, extended far to the South. 
— Tt was adorned with a prodigious 
variety of flowering ſhrubs and curi- 
ous plants, eollected from various parts 
of che world. —A few temples, deſign 
ed after the beſt ancient models, were 
judiciouſly placed, and a bridge, +? x 
ticularly light and elegant, 


over the river. 


But 


— 
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But amongſt the beauties of Beach- 


ly, Melifa's cave was the moſt en- 
chanting ſpot. — In the ſpring, the 


approach to it ſeemed a terreſtrial 'pa- * 


radiſe,— A gradual deſcent carried you 
from the houſe, through a winding 


path irregularly planted with firs and 
foreſt trees, ſkirted with laurels and 


flowering ſhrubs.—Here and there the 


eye caught thorns in all the pride of 


bloſſom '; their reign of beauty is but 
ſhort, yet they ſtood alone on diſtin- 


guiſhed fpots, and wreathed their 
trunks. into many fantaſtic ſhapes. 


The purple lilac in lovely cluſters, 
and the unſullied white, vied with 


the Portugal laurel, and gelder roſe 


in beauty. Here feſtoons of liburnum 


and there the elegant acacia pleaſed the - 
eye, while the air was perfumed with 


the united en of ſweet briar, 
and violets; 


« The muſk roſe, and the well-attir*d woodbine, 
With cowſlips wan, that hang the penſive head,” 


/ 
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In wandering thus, through a la- 
byrinth of ſweets, ſometimes you 
caught a view of the adjacent country, 
and ſaw the water glitter through: the 
trees; but often the cloſing branches 
confined the eye to the delightful ſpot 
around, —As you advanced, the ſhrubs 
gave way entirely to. foreſt trees. 
Majeſtic 'oaks, elms, cheſnuts, and 
beaches formed into. a ſpacious grove. 
— At firſt their tall ſtrait ſtems appear- 
ed like columns ſet at convenient diſ- 
tances from each other; by degrees 
they preſſed cloſer together; their 
bright tints diſappeared; the deep 
receſſes of the grove were darkened 
with the ſolemn gloom of cedars, and 
mournful cypteſſes, now quite im- 
pervious to the rays of the ſun.— The 
paths became more numerous and 
intricate, till they brought you to 
ſome irregular, ſteps. cut in a rock; 
the light inſenſibly ſtole upon you as 
you deſcended; and at the foot of 


= 
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the ſteps you found the entrance of 


a ſpacious cave. — All here was huſh-. 
ed and filent, fave that the trickling: 
drops of a purling rill ſtruck. your 
ear, while it ſoftly bent its way to- 


wards the parent ſtream. A broken 
arch opened to your view the broad 


clear expanſe of the lake, covered 


with numerous aquatic fowl, and 


weeping willows adorning its banks. 
— Round this cave no gaudy flowers 
were ever permitted to bloom ; this 
ſpot was ſacred to pale lilies and 
violets. — An out- let, at firſt ſcarce- 


ly perceived in the cave, carried you 


throught a winding paſſage to an 
immenſe amphitheatre, formed by 


_ a multitude of irregular rocks; ſome 


bold and abru pt, others covered over 
with ivy, perriwinkles, and wall- 
flowers, — One of theſe grottos was 
deſtined for a bath, and ornamented 
with branches of coral, brilliant ſpars, 


and curious ſhells. - A lucid ſpring 
filled 
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filled a marble bafon in the centre, 
and then loſing inſelf for a moment 
under ground, came daſhing and 
ſparkling forth at the extremity of the 
cave, and took its courſe over ſome 
ſhining pebdles, to the lake beiow.— 
Here, ſtretched ſupinely on a bed of 
moſs, Melifla paſſed the ſultry hours of 
the day. It was the beginning of Sep- 
rember, and the weather was unuſually 
warm. — The grove, tho* leſs charming 
than when enlivened by the ſweet ſong 
of the nightingale, and adorned with 
the tender foliage of the ſpring, was 
ſtill delightful. — Meliffa, to compen- 
fate for the loſs of the lily and violet, 
had ſubſtituted the tuberoſe, jeſſa- 
mine, and orange trees. — The pots 
were concealed in the earth, and they 
appeared natives of the cave. Here 
all her thoughts were engroſſed by 
the object of her illicit flame. — Here 
ſhe formed {chiemes of deluſive ) joys 
"and 
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and here no jealous huſband, nor ab- 
horred conſtraint, ſtifled the riſing 
ſigh, or ſtopped the flowing tear. 


Sometimes her faithful memory 
guided her hand, while, with a pencil, 
the traced Clifford's image. Thus 
was ſhe employed one day, when ſhe 
was ſtartled at the near approach of . 
2 foot; and ſuddenly the object of her 
tender reveries appeared. — — Scarce 
conld ſhe believe it was not a flatter- 
ing illuſion, — Rapture thrilled thro 
her veins, and danced in her eyes, 
late ſo languid. — Broken words and 
interjections, at firſt, were the only 
language theſe criminal lovers could 
employ, till the tumult of their joy 
ſomewhat ſubſided ; when Clifford told 
her, that he had been for ſome days 
concealed in the neighbourhocd,watch- 
ing for ſome favourable moment to 
fee her. — A faithful ſpy had traced 
Lord Weſtland at a fafe diſtance, 
and 
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and informed him, that probably he 
might find Lady Weſtland in her fa- 
vourite cave, as ſhe uſually paſſed 
many hours there. The converſation 
between people who had been tortured 
with the pangs of abfence ; who had 
ever ſuffered a great deal of reſtraint, 
and now met, for the firſt time, where 
they had nothing to controul them, 
was not likely to be ſhort. — The 
aſſurances of their mutual attachment, 
and their wild tranſports ſhall n 
aver in ſilence. 7 


by At laſt Mclifls 1 that her 
abſence might be thought unuſually 
long, and ſhe diſmiſſed Clifford, but 
not without promiſing him a meeting, 
in the ſame place, the day following. 
She appeared before her Lord in 
much better ſpirits than before; ſhe 
felt -herſelf, indeed neceſſitated. to rc. 
ſtrain them, leſt he ſnould vſpect 
on was ſome cauſe, 


hun 
5 * . 


| ©, HE SISTERS 213 
him, for ſo extraordinary a change, — 
It did ſtrike him, but attributing it 
to a return of her natural vivacity 
alone, he congratulated her upon it; 
and fondly believing ſhe exerted her- 
ſelf to pleaſe him, he ſaid ſome 
kind words to her, which proved, that 
amidſt his jealous doubts, he ſtill felt 
a tenderneſs, of which ſhe was wholly 
unworthy... r „n ie 


Never night appeared more tedious 
to Meliſſa than did che preſent.— She 
counted the moments, watched the 
weather, as ſoon as ſhe roſe,” appre- 
henſive that ſomething might prevent 
her meeting Clifford. — Breakfaſt was 
no ſooner over than ſhe haſtened to 
get her cloak, and tripping acroſs the 
hall, was juſt got to the door, when 
ſhe met her Lord. Where are you 
going in ſuch a hurry? faid he. 
To the menagerie, — I hear there 
are ſome gold pheaſants juſt arrived, 
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replied ſhe, chagrined inexpreſſibly at 
this rencontre. © You can viſit them 
another time; I do not,” ſaid he, 
<< feel myſelf inclined to ride to-day, 
and intend myſelf the pleaſure of 
lounging with you in the grove.” — 


Fou are very good; - - I ſhould 


be very glad - - very happy to have 
your company; but an unlucky pain 
in my head renders me little diſpoſed 
for ſo long a walk.“ —“ You are not 
often diſpoſed,” ſaid he with a figh, 
« to oblige me; but I ſhall leave 
you to yourſelf,” So ſaying, he walk - 
ed away diſcontented. — Meliſſa was 
in an agony, for fear he ſhould bend 
his ſteps towards the grove, and meet 
his brother. — She placed herſelf at 
her 'drefling-room window, - whence 
ſhe could obſerve all his motions; ſhe 
ſaw; him walk up and down the lawn, 
before the houſe, and expetted every 
moment to ſee him turn towards the 
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fatal grove. — She was above half an 
hour in this ſtate of cruel anxiety, 
which appeared to her half an age; 
when, at laſt, to her exceſſive joy, ſhe 


heard him order his horſes to be 


brought forth, and preſently aſter- 
wards ſne had the nee to ſee 
him gallop away. 


Meliſſa having nothing to appre- 
hend further, flew to the cave, where 
ſhe found Clifford, alarmed at her 
delay, and anxious to know the cauſe. 
—She ſoon diſſipated his uneaſineſs, 
and told him the tremour her Lord 
had thrown her into, by his return= 


ing kindneſs, Heaven grant,” cried 


ſhe, © that my Lord may not come 


here; what terrible conſequences would 


enſue, ſhould he ſurprize us together ! 
Why, why, dear Clifford, muſb we 
ever be ſeparated ?”. — * I lament our 
cruel ſeparation as much, if not more, 
than you do,” replied he,.— © Not 
more, 1 am ſure,” cried ſhe, vehe- 

mentiy.— 
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mently. —< Alas!” continued the, 
« you can fly about and diſſipate your 
mind; but 1 am doomed to drag on 
2 wretched life with a tyrant, and 
never to ſee him my ſoul adores!— 

A remedy might be found to this, 
but -”—<© What remedy ? alas! 
there is none,” ſaid ſhe mournfully.— 
. & Shall I name it?” — © Yes, yes, 


ſpeak comfort to my heart.” — Vet 


propoſedmiti. Have you ſufficient 
courage to run away?“ demanded he 
eagerly. Good heaven!“ exclaim- 
ed ſhe; © you cannot be ſerious !” 
we Perfectly ſo; nor can any other 
meaſure remove our miſery. ee Then 
we muſt,” replied ſhe, © be for ever 
wietched, for this is abſolutely im- 
poſſible,” — 10 nothing 1 is impoſſible to 
love 7 it would be very eaſy,” con- 
tinued he, « to eſcape. — I'll engage, 
againſt this very night, to prepare 
every thing for our flight,—Fly, then, 


: 


* "7 >" 


that heart will ſhrink n gen 


THE SISTERS. 217 


with your Clifford ; tet us be guided 
by our paſſion, and deſpiſe the pre- 
judices of mankind.” — * But ſup- 
poſing we ſet the world at defiance, 
can we ſteel our hearts,” demanded 
Meliſſa, „ againſt the cries of our 
own conſciences ?” - We ſhall ſoon,” 
{aid he, ſmiling, ©'lull them to ſleep. 
—Attend, calmly, to Gar am going 
to fay; and I truſt, my dear Meliſſa, 
I ſhall convince you ” my argu- 
110 

fo Tit aw treat! 1 Th 

4 Is it I reputation you would 
ſacrifice ur mutual happineſs ? — 
er W Do you think thoſe that are ſlaves 
en to it are repaid by a vain ſound for 
er their trouble; or that they are com- 
penſated for the pleaſures they fore- 
go ?—Certainly not. In many parts 
of the world our attachment would not 
be conſidered as criminal. —— Hap- 
pineſs you can never expect to taſte 
with my brother, there can indeed be 
Vet. II. L none 
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none without mutual liberty. Were 
he leſs tyrannic, leſs jralous, your 
being united to him by indiſſobuble 
ties, would prevent your ever feeling 
for him thoſe ſentiments that are in- 
compatible with reſtraint. '—— You 
| know, by fataVexpeticnce, the little in- 
dulgence you could expe from him, 


—Petlaps-he-atreatly falpetts it; his 
behaviour to me: venders this too pro- 


ment, he is meditating your 
Save yourſelſ, then, from his r 
be not his victim à ferond time; fly 
with me; let us quit this kingdom, 
and paſs over to a country where 
marriage is we J were n 
ne. SAT OT ONGC 


There 33 
. admiration, and not the leſs 
liked for a foil. In that charm- 
ing „ love is treated with an 
| indulgence 
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indulgence unknown in England. 
1 will” not deſire à conſtancy im y. 
which, perhaps, 1 am not capable 
of myſelf; however, not being fllack- 
led, we fall, ne e . 
1 


ce Tor ia ai iro too fe- 
_ ducing,” replied Melifſa; jet there 
are circumſtances that retider mie r- 
reſolute. — If F go wich you T mtuſt 
jeave my little Caroline; prbbubly re- 
nounce her for ever. No, Clifford, 
no; I beinnbt leave my chi xn 
elopemenit, eveſi in France, is con- 
ſidered: a5 odidus; and how would 
my exitne· Se aggravated by your be. 
ing my Huſbandis brother - Beffdes, 
too carl kap nut is overity ws 
produdert byſ my Sn inHebadatt'; 
anc can / I acquir'myſaf of bite beta. 
ticude} for: his generoſity and indvl- 
gence to me Oh Clifford! urge 
me not to this attrocious act : have 


I 2 12 pity 
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pity on my weakneſs?” — Clifford 
now. bit his lips, and with an air of 
ſlifled anger, ſaid, coldly; © Let us 
then part: ; we will. meet no more. 
Your child, an infant, void of rea- 
ſon, is juſtly dearer to you than 1 
am. — Your mind ſinks under vain 
a rerrors; and fooliſh prejudices ſubdue 
your boaſted love, —Your Lord, who 
hag behaved ſo unkindly to me, and 
ſo ſeverely, to yop, all at once ap- 
pears great, good, and generous in 
your eyes! — Go, then, fall at his 
fect, ſhed penitential tears, and make 
Nn damn. by ei 
me. — << Barbarous Clifford!“ ex- 
claimed Meliffa; < kill me not by 
unkindneſs! Oh! leave ant te ſtay 
a moment, I conjure you. — ©, For 
what purpoſf ſhould, L ſtay ?-I, have 
loſt all influence with you; and now 
I, bid you adieu for ever. — In ſaying 
theſe words he made a few ſteps, but 
was e ſtopped by Meta; who, 
with 


- 
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with a diſtracted air, exclaimed 
« Stop—don't go—I am aloft dif- 
tracted— what can 1 do P'—® Do!” 
replied he; © what ever will make you 
moſt happy. — Think, charming 


Meliſſa, of the deſpair I ſhall feel if 
you continue obdurate ; and paint to 


yourſelf the felicity we ſhould enjoy 


together. I ſee your heart relents ; | 


be mine, and only mine.” — © How 
can I get away, ſhould I conſent to 
your ” propoſal ?” aſked Meliffh,— 
« Very eafily; Tam not ſuſpected to be 
m this part of the world. —PFortunate= 
ly, when I was here laſt, I carried 
away by accident, the' key of the little 
n the grove, which opens on the 

road. I can rely on Dumont's make-' 
ing every neceſſary preparation for 
our departure; he ſhall have a chaiſe 
and four ready in the lane, becauſe 
it is a very private ſolitary ſpot.—I will 
meet you in this cave, and convey you' 
way, and we ſhall be many miles off 
L 3- before 


- 
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before your flight is diſcovered,” — 

Your ready invention + muſt furniſh 
you with ſome excule to get rid of 
your Lord, when you retire- to reſt: 
And as ſoon as every thing is huſhed 
and quiet in the houſe, "ſteal out, and 
love himſelf will guide you to this 
bappy ſpot; where we will meet to 
part no more.” — He pauſed. © Say, 
my angel, = you —— 22. 


This oaks 3 woman 
could no longer reſiſt, and trembling, 
gave the fatal aſſent.— May I de- 
pend upon you? aſked Clifford. 
Tou may—1 ſwear I will be wholly 
yours.—Yes, Clifford, I will ſacrifice 
every thing to you; all conſiderations 
ſhall give way to love.” — They then 
retired; and Meliſſa, like a wood 
nymph, darted through the grove, and 
at the * re K 


She 


* 
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| She thought herſelf lucky in ar- 
riving before her Lord's return, which 
ſaved ber from the embaraſſment of 
accounting for ber abſence, after 
having, under pretence of indiſpoſition, 
declined walking with him. — The 
agitation of her mind, in reality diſ- 
ordered her, and ſhe could ſcarcely eat 
any dinner. — As the ſlighteſt com- 
plaint from her was ſufficient to alarm 
Lord Weſtland, he expreſſed much 
uneaſineſs at the continuance of her 
head- ach; he felt her pulſe, and find - 
ing it quick and tremulous, imagined 
. ſhe. waz feveriſh,, and adviſed her to 9 
5 go to bed. Apprehenſive of foo much -= 
attention ſhe declined retiring ſo ſoon, 
faid ſhe would earlier than uſual ſeek. 
repoſe, but not yet deprivehesſelf of his 
company.—She ſaid this with one of 
thoſe ſmiles, that never failed of faſci-- 
nating: him. Lord Weſtland would: 
not preſs any thing that was diſagree - 
. to her; inwardly rebuked him- 
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FRE ſelf for the ſharp words he had uttered 


EY: 


in the morning, and behaved to her, 
with more:. tenderneſs than he had 
done, ſince the fraces with his brother. 
In order to amuſe her, he produced a 
plan he had himſelf drawn of a con- 
ſervatory; which ſhe had long wiſhed 
for: aſked her opinion of it, and upon 
jts meeting with her approbation, ſaid 
he would give orders to have it anne 
K eee A 


" We will *_ it hat ſaid boy be- 
fore the winter comes on, and you 
ſnall have finer flowers than any body. 
—<. Ah!” ſaid Meliſſa, internally, 
« thoſe flowers will never bloom for 
me!” and a deep ſigh. eſcaped her.— 
« My deareſt life, ſaid Lord Weſt- 
land, | fear you ſuffer very much.“ 
I do indeed ſuffer, replied ſhe, but 
the cauſe was very n from pen 
hy eee | 


; 5 Fr $a ” 


The 
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The letters now arrived from the 
poſt ; there was one from Marcia, 
which contained what follows: | 


1 | : Fe K 1 "1 


T0 the Conteg of Weſtland: | * 


eee et 35 m. 
« Mydear Site PIER 


It is no ſmall conſolation to me, 
ſince I am denied the pleaſure of being; 
with you, to hear that you are well and 
ſettled at Beachly ; I know, and can- 
not wonder at your partiality for that 
charming place. — I remember how. 
- we were both ſtruck with delight, 
when firſt- Lord Weſtland. ſhewed us 
the cave, which has ever ſince borne, 
your name. He had, you know, the 
gallantry. to contrive a little . fete to 
fe& the flutes and clarinets had amidſt. 
the rocks, that echoed every note! 
Box: when Fiſcher played upon his. 


L Ly hautboy,, 
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hautboy, that beautiful rondeau he 
had juſt compoſed, I really thought 
Trailing, when IT reflect on the mixture 
df joy and terror we felt at the ex- 
hibition of the fire- works! Every 
thing, then, was new to us; and every 
thing was delightful! | 


' You tell we I 
Ain the ſame tender attentions © for you 
he had then. —Ah! my dear fifter, 
how happy you will ever be, if you ſet a 


Jjuſt value on the ms you | — 
12 110 | 


7 Abe wel forte ive bees We 

ral to you; you are adored by a huſ- 
band, worthy of your fondeft regard : 
Bleſſed with a lovely little girt.— 

In ſhort, every felicity ſeems within 
pour reach! — How different is my 
fate! Yer, believe me, rt mn 
pine, L N 


1 2 You 


grave; ſo much the worſe; the change 
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You: tell me you are become very 


is unnatural. — Your charming viva- 
city endeared you to your friends: 
Yer, I acknowledge, it has ſometimes 
expoſed you to cenſures you did not 
deſerve: V our prudence will now point 
out the juſt medium betwixt exoeſ- 
ſive gravity (which would be un- 
pleaſing to your Lord) and exceſſive 
gaiety, which would be n to 
_ 


What a Gn of aelight y * Ca. 
roline, will be to you — To ſee her 
little form by degrees animated by a 
rational intelligence. To obſerve how 
each week, month, year, adds to the 
improvement of her mind: To en- 
joy the exquiſite ſatisſaction of con- 


tributing to the advantage of both, * 


a Hberal; well- conducted education. 


— eb; Meliffa, I conctive to be 
"9 | ſome- 


% 
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ſome of the ſweeteſt pleaſures the 
human nature is __— of Mor | 


| You CT tains Kea. 
Waere health. — My 

Father is well; ſends his love to you 

| ae eee cee A 
amend pon bech. 


ry j* I am ever, my dear Siſter, 
1 Moſt faithfully yours, 
0 1 ofa MARCIA.” 


| Lady Wetlands 4 hea Cad, to 
Kink within her while ſhe was reading 
this letter; ſhe put it into the Earl's 
hand, and was ſcarcely able to wiſh 


him a good night, as reer 
mem. cht ee 4 


wm The Pa arts e 
Marcia, of the fete Lord Weſtland 
had given at the Cave, gave her a 


6 * 


ſevere pang . That Cave was now the 
ſcene of her guilty meetings with her 
huſband's brother ! The eſteem Mar- 
cia expreſſed; for Lord Weſtland, the 
confidence. ſhe had: in her prudence; 


ſhe had given of maternal joys, ſeemed 
like ſo: many daggers to: her heart. 


ſhe imagine,” ſaid ſhe, inwardly, chat 
her letter would reach me in this fatal 
moment, the moſt critical of my life! 
— What a ſituation is mine l — She 
talks of happineſs ! — Happineſs, at 
Beachly, from which Clifford is ex- 
cluded i Ah L nol — There can be 
none without him. — Marcia cold, 


prudiſh and inſenſible, has never 


known the effects of paſſon; ſhe has 
never experienced the racking pangs 
my ſoul at this moment endures, — 
Well may ſhe reaſon coolly.” Meliſſa 
then, as was uſual to her, went to 
eee its 

4 cradle. 
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and, above all, the charming ſketch 


« Little does Marcia think, little does 
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eradle.— It was a lovely baby, and ſtie 
ſtood for ſome time gaz ing on it with 
1 mixture of grief and admiration — 
« Is this,” ſaid he foftly vo Rerſelf, 
* the laſt time 1 behold you! 
My God ! have F purpoſed to quit 
you; to forſale your helpleſs infancy, 
to rob you of the care and attention 
. of a Mother And for what? To 
devote myſelf to infamy | — What a. 
wretch- IJ am!“ — * See! ſee! the 
wakes !“ faid ſhe aloud,. © my little 
Earoline ſmiles- upon me? Then 
. pauſing; ſhe expoſtulated thrus- with 
herſelf : How can I have the heart 
to leave her? — Fo forfeit all right to 
_ ny chiid's eſteem hereaſter To be 
a ſtranger to ker, perhaps never named 
in her preſenoe, or elſe held out 4804 
fatal example of vice! Ohl Clifford, 
what have | promiſed 1 It is now toe 
ute to retract i f muſt - yes, I muſt 
go Then ſnatehing the child from 
1 s arms, the preſſed it to her 
throbbing: 
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chrobbing boſom, while the tears 
ſtood in her eyes; and, having kiſſed 
it repeatedly, laid it gently in the cra- 
dle, and hurried out of the room. 
Scarcely had ſhe reached her owrr 
apartment before the longed to re- 
turn, and have one more look at her 
child: Full of remorſe for her cri- 
minal deſign, ſhe would at that in- 
ſtant have given the world to recall 
her promiſe.” — © Suppoſe,” ſaid ſhe 
to herſelf, I break'it.—Ir is not yet 
too late; I may yet retract. What 
will be the conſequence ? — Clifford, 
who depends upon it, will pals the 


whole night in all the horrors of ſuſ- 


penſe; at length, convinced I have 
9 haughty ſpirit wilt 

ee he will never forgive 
fach à diſappointment, but fy tem 
Beachly, and renounce me for ever. 


— Never more ſhall I ſee him, never 


hear that ſoft bewitching language 
that melts my very ſoul,” | 
This 
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This idea triumphed over her late 
remorſe; ſhe haſtened to be undreſſed, 
and. diſmiſſed her woman. Lord 
Weſtland, at his uſual hour, repaired 
to his on apartment; in paſſing by: 
Meliſſa's he opened the door ſoftly;. 
do liſten whether all was quiet; with 
indeſcribable agitation ſhe ſaw him; 


but „ee eee 
* retired. N 


| She jadged it e not to \ tin 
till one o clock; the intervening 
time "ſhe endured all the pangs of 
move, and yet impatient to be gone; 
ſhe ſat with her eyes fixed on. her 
watch, counting-the moments. — The 
leaſt noiſe,: even the cracking of the 
floor, made her ſtart; the blood re- 
treated from her cheek, and -ruſhed 
bewege prretn to —_ ENTS: 


heart. 
' * 
3 ad + = # * 14 4 q » 
* . ren 511 3735 ; 
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How lazily ſhe thought time moved; 
and how ſhe fretted that ſhe could not 
quicken his pace! © If,” | ſaid ſhe; 
« ſome unfortunate accident ſhoulda 
prevent Clifford from meeting me, 
or that, without effectuating my de- 
ſign, it ſhould be diſcovered, 1 ſhall 
not only he expoſed to ſhame and 
confuſion, but probably be immured 
for ever in that deteſtable Caſtle; 
where I paſſed ſo many wretched 
months !—If I can but get off happi- | 
ly, I have nothing more to fear; |. 
Clifford's tenderneſs: will compenſate 
for theſe anxious moments. — It is | 
impoſſible he can be ungrateful; he "i 
can never forget the ſacrifices I am- fl 
going to make him. — Fame, rank, ; | | 
fortune, and what is ſtill dearer. my it 
child! for him forſaken l — All had "4 
for ſome time been ſtill and quiet in N 
| 
| 


— 
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the houſe; ſhe now ventured to riſe,: 
and, putting on a riding habit, pre- i 
/ pared for her flight. —She made a ſmall. Wl 
parcel 
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parcel of the things moſt neceſſary! to 
her, packed up- a few of her jewels, 

and took what money ſhe had in her 

poſſeſſion.— Her apartment being on 

the ground- floor, with the aſſiſtance 
of the ſheet, ſhe m 4 — 
| Som the window. | 


The moon hon, * ſhe tripped 
over the Lawn as fat as her feet would: 
carry her. — She had reached the 
fhrubbery, and, as the advanced, the 
trees intercepted the light of the moon, 
fo that her courage ſailed as the dark- 
neſs encreaſed. Each knotted ſhaggy 
trunk of a tree, her alarmed imagi- 
ſpectre, ſome ſearſul giant, or what, 
perhaps, would be more terrifying 
than eicher, her ĩnjurad huſband, pur- 
ſuing her. For an inſtant ſhe ſtopped 
to liſten if ſhe could diſtinguiſh, the 
— found of a foot, and then, . f 
10 noiſe whatever,, ſhe 
1224 el 


Ss. 


ITY SI'STE a 3. 235 
herfelf to proceed again; and on ſhe 


boldly ruſhed through the thickeſt 


gloomy when the ſon was in its me- 
dark, except. a caſual ray of light 
from the moon, which, piercing faint- 
ly thro* the foliage, ſeemed, as Milton 


expreſſes it, ro render © darkneſs. 


vilible.” 
5 * 0 

But of a ſudden horror again aſ- 
failed her ; fomething bruſhed by her, 
and eaſily overthrew Her tottering 
frame 3 luckHy the fell on the moſs, 
and received little hurt. A cold dew 
now ſtood on her face, her limbs. 
had not reſolution to move: By de- 
grees the ventured to raiſe her head, 


and ſtretch out her hand, and, per- 


+ XS 1 2 


ceiving nothing, ſhe took courage to. 


5 
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Once again on her feet, ſhe advan- 
ced with cautious ſtep, when the 
| bleating of a ſheep cloſe to her, -tho' 
it ſtartled her at firſt, diſſipated her 
former terrors, and he found this poor 
animal, which had ſtrayed. into the 
| Grove, was the nocturnal foe thas had. 
occaſioned her — 


And being now a very little way 
from the place of appointment, ſhe 
haſtened thither with renewed cou- 
rage. Mr. Clifford met her at the 
entrance of the Cave, where he had 
expected her with eager impatience. 
— Now, free from all imaginary fears, 
| ſhe took hold of his arm, flew rather 
than walked to the little gate, and 


_ preſently arrived at the ſpot where 


Dumont, as had been agreed, waited 
for them with a chaiſe and four. 
Fhe poſtillions had received their leſ- 
ſon, and, as ſoon as they were ſeated' 
re * drove off full ſpeed. 
— AS 
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— As on the coaſt of Sicily the ſea 
ſometimes repreſents ſcenes of palaces, 
caſtles, colonnades, &c. adorned with 
the moſt brilliant golours; {6 Clit- 
ford painted ſcenes of love and plea- 
ſure, which, like the magical illuſions, 
aſcribed ro La Fata Morgana, were 
equally ideal; but coloured by ro- 
mantic paſſion.— On theſe, to prevent 
all ſad: regrets, he dew Meliſſa's at- 
tention ; but {till her thoughts would 
often revert to the real advantages ſhe 
had renouhced ; every ſmiling: infant 
ſhe ſaw in the villages ſhe: paſſed, 
ſeemed” ro reproach her deſertion of 
her child.—Every eye that was fixed 
on her, [ſeemed to expreſs abhorrence 
of her baſe ingratitude, and unnatu- 
ral conduct: And every moment 
ſhe expected to be overtaken by Lord 
W and 1 12 07 as 98 deſerved. 


A ſhe had erofled the fa 
without accident, ſhe conſidered her- 


ſelf 


8 run SIS ENS 
ſelf as ſecure; her regrets faded in 
ſenſibly away, eee 
wer te her ſituation. _ NT! > 


. * p * „ * * f LY 
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"be Corres cn ha Wovor e cura, 0 > ritegno,” " 


- The qidevingrofier heel me 
| Welland, as ſoon as he roſe, repaired 
to her chamber, anxious to enquire 
aſter her health. He was ſurprized 
not To find her there at ſo early an 
hour; the window was wide open, 
and every ching about the room much 
as he had leit it the preceding night. 
s it vs a very wet morning he | 
could not ſuppoſe her out, ſo he wem 
to-the nur ſery to ſeek her there; ſne 
had not been ſeen he was told by the 
nurſe n and her own woman whoſe 
countenance; denoted alarm Lord 
Weſtlani's agiration enrrrafet every 
intent; yet too prudens: Huſtily 6 
betray his apprehenſions, he himſelf 
ſeareked all over the Rouſe anch gar- 
n 13735 7h et IE "dent 
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dens for the fugitive.— On returning 
to the houſe, Lady Weſtland's maid 


informed him ſhe miſſod ſeveral arti- 
cles belonging to her Lady; ſote 
of the jewels Had been taken out of 
che cabinet, and the key the found in 
the Joch ; and, to clear up matters 
entirely, ſhe made fim obſerve the 


meet rolled up) which had apparently 


deen flung in at che window. Lord 
Weſtland's heart trembled- with hor- 
ror; he did her fay nothing ng of what 
ſhe had obſerved; but to ſend Clarke, 
tas en to Kim in the n 


13 36 üblen » bbs 111 158 


A ſad miſgiving, that his e f 


was the raviſher, ſharpened the pangs 
he endured; FIN honeft {Rtvant, of 
whoſe'artachiment he had had repeat 
et proofs, e ved by his courtenance, 


tow? much he ſhated che different 
emotions thats alternarely provailed* 


in th&wih® of His Lord: He could 
ſcatte tæſrain froth E&xpreffing his in- 
4 15159010 dignation 


Ws 


+} 
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dignation : at Lady Weſtland's attro 
cious conduct. Her guilt ow 
too chen ee but her nn 
patched, into the village, to make 


enquiries ; there he learned, that a 


gentleman had privately lodged. at the 
Bear; and circumſtances induced him 
to believe it was Mr. Clifford, in diſ- 


guiſe; — On Lord Weſtland's ſending 


for the matter, of the Inn, by threats, 
ke ; extorted from him . confeſſion, 
that it was his Lordſhip's brother who 
had ſecreted himſelf in his houſe, and 
that he had left it in the middle of the 
laſt: night. %% eee! 
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firmation of his ſuſpicions, enraged, 
againſt his wife and brotherz deter- 


mined to purſue them, to fruſtrate their 


guilty plan. But he found it, impoſ- 
ſible xp overtake chem, n Rec be- 
came odious * bim, he, went im- 


8 {.. ang T 


mediately 


© yoo om» — 
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mediately to town „and took. the pro- 
per meaſures to obtain a divorce ; ang 
the evidence of Lady Weſtland's 


guilt was too ſtrong to admit of a 
wang gener wer r 


All tendernefs for Meliffs was now 
extinguiſhed in his breaſt : Contempt 
took its place; and he wondered that 
he could ſo long have been attach- 
ed to ſo unworthy an object. 
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urging her to marry his Fiends but 
be was cold and-unkind in his beha- 
viour to her; and what gave her ſtill 
more uneaſineſs, was the alarming de- 
cline of his health, - A low nervous 
fever preyed upon him; and when 
ever ſhe ſeemed uneaſy about i it, he 
never failed to throw out ſome ſar- 
caſtic expreſſion on her pretended af- 
fection. 


His ilineſs made ſuch progrefs, 


that it was thought adviſeable to con- 


ſult the faculty. — ſome eminent phy- 
ſicians attended him, and their opin- 


ion communicated to Marcia, that 


his diſorder aroſe from a diſturbed 
mind, threw her into the moſt cruel 
anxiety,—She attended him conſtant- 
ly with the tendereſt care, but her con- 
duct operated no alteration in his 
behaviour, — She was one day in her 
own apartment, when ſhe received a 
_ meſſage from Mr. Netterville, to de- 
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fire ſhe would come to him imme F 
diately. — He was in bed, Wks 
emaciated; but his eyes ſhone with 
unuſual luſtre. — He took her hand, 
as ſoon as ſhe drew towards him; 
and looking earneſtly in her face; 
« You are kind and good,” ſaid he, 
ee and you ſay you love me. — It is in 
your power to prove your ſincerity.— 
Read this letter, and conſider whether 
you can ſtill refuſe contributing to 


my happineſs, 8 


* 
— a * — : _ St. - — — = — — ä ——— — — —— — 
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Marcia, with a trembling hand, 
ok the letter, and fead as follows: 
5 rr 
To Charles Netterville, Eſq; 
: i Iam uneaſy, my dear Charles, 
- at your ſilence ; I have been for ſome 
s time in expectation of ſeeing you in 
r town; but as you do not come, I 


a ſhall commit to writing ſome pro- 
e- * which I ſubmit to your 
| M 2 con- 


* 
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conſideration; and I flatter myſelf 
they cannot fail of meeting with your 
approbation. — You are not unac- 
quainted with my opinion of women 
in general: Pope has admirably well 
defined them; but though few of 
them have any character, they are all 
vain and credulous, weak and wanton. 
— A few exceptions may, perhaps, be 
admitted, and I am well- diſpoſed to 
believe your fiſter Marcia one of 
them. — The amiable character ſhe 
bears in the world, and her lovely 
form, have entirely conquered my 
objections to matrimony. —T love her 
paſſionately, and commiſſion you to 
make her an offer of my hand and 
fortune, Her reſerve at Bath by no 
means diſcourages me; ſhe was then 


ignorant of my intentions, and now, 


that I have declared them, ſhe has 


too much good ſenſe to reject a man 
of my rank and fortune. 


Mr, 


3 
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Mr. Bumble, 1 hope, will not be 
averſe to my addreſſes to his fair 
daughFer ; eſpecially when he hears 
that I will, in his favor, renounce my 
claim to Copt-Green.—The ſettle- 
ments ſhall be proportioned to my 
eſtate, which is large and unencum- 
bered: We ſhall have no difficulties 


in arranging pecuniary matters. 


As for you, my young friend, if 
you can prevail on your ſiſter te 
ſmile upon my ſuit, I will make you 
completely happy.— I know your in- 
volved ſituation, and ſhall rejoice to 
extricate you from it. — Julia is an 


amiable girl, and if ſhe marries with. 
my approbation, will have 30, ooo. 0 


She ſhall be yours; her fortune will 
more than clear the Netterville eſtate; 
and that you may ſet out in the world 
handſomely, I ſhall defire your ac- 
ceptance of /o, ooo as an uncle's 
bridal gift, . | 
M 3 Lau. 
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Fou know the impatience of my 
nature; therefore haſten your. anſwer 
I conjure you; if-it is fuch as I wiſh, 
and may reſonably expect, I ſhall 
haſten to the Hall, to pay my reſpects 
to Mr. Bumble, and receive from 
your charming ſiſter, a confirmation 
of my happineſs. — When I tell you 
Julia ſhall accompany me, it will be 
an additional motive to you, for pro- 
moting the wiſhes of, 


'Your ſincere friend, and . 


Obedient Servant, 
| JAMES ARDENT. 
Harley ftree!, Tuſcay., 


0 Mr. Netterville watched his ſaſter's 


countenance while ſne read this letter, 


which ſhe coolly returned to him, when 
ſhe had finiſhed it. — Can any thing 
be more generous than Sir James's 


are 


„0 


propoſions ?” demanded he. — They 
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are certainly advantageouy to you and 
my father,” anſwered Marcia; * but 
his motives,” continued ſhe, “ are 
entirely ſelfiſh, ' and ſuch as might be 
expected from a man capable of form- 
ing ſuch illiberal ideas of women.” — 
« But he pays you the higheſt com- 
pliment in diſtinguiſhing you from 
the reſt of your ſex,” faid Netter- 
ville. The diſtinction does not 
flatter me, returned Marcia; “ and 1 
am more than ever diſguſted with 
his pride and vanity.” —* So then you 
will not accede to his propoſal * 
* Indeed I cannot. — If he is really 
generous, he will not,“ ſaid Marcia 

( « refuſe to make you happy; Julia 
may ſtill be yours, though I decline 
his offer; and you may be certain of 
finding a difintereſted friend in Lord 
Weſtland, who will ſettle with 
your creditors your preſent diffi- 
culties, and wait *till you are enabled 
hereafter to repay him. My mother's 
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fortune is ſettled on Meliſſa and 
myſelf; 1 will engage to ſecure to you 
my ſhare of it; in ſhort, there is no- 
thing-I will not do, to prove my af- 
ſection for you, except marrying a 
man I cannot like.” —< Then,” ſaid 


| Mr. Netterville, throwing himſclf 


back in his bed, have nothing to 
do but to die. — All hopes of happineſs 
are fled, and you endeavour to delude 
me wich viſionary ſchemes. —**Know,” 10 
continued he, raiſing his voice, that 
can expect no aſſiſtance from Lord 
Weſtland. — This morning an expreſs 
came from him, with a letter to me, 
containing the moſt ſhocking intel- 
ligence. You will ſhudder when yu 
hear it.” — Marcia terrified, eagerly 
enquired what it was, and when he 
had communicated it, which he did 
very. abruptly ; ſhe was ſo affected 
that ſhe was ready to faint. «- Netter- 
ville, alarmed, rung for aſſiſtance, 

8 | * Mr. 
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Mr. Bumble no ſooner heard of her 
indiſpoſition, than he haſtened to her; 
he was half mad when he found her 
incapable- of ſpeech, toſſing his wig 
into the middle of the room, he ſtood 
wringing his hands, and exclaiming 
he was undane.—As ſoon as ſhe began 
to revive, he flew to her, and catch- 
ing hold of her hand, Speak to me 
this moment,” cried he; < what the 
deuce has been the matter with you? 
you have frightened me out of my 
wits . Vou are always poking in your 
brother's hot room; the devil's in't 
if he has not people enough to nurſe 
him without you. — But you always: 
prefer every body's compari tomine,” 
dities; - a ſenſible, though ke ſhew- 
ed his affection ſo roughly; chat he 
had a great deal for her; ſhe, there- 
fore, haſtened to tell - him ſhe was 
better, and to aſſure hirn chat nothing 
ons” her ſo much pleaſurc'ae to at- 
SEES | + tend 


15 


1 


280 T'HE SISTER'S: 
tend him.— He then kiſſed her, and 
went out a ſhooting; but prohibited 
her returning any more that day to 
her brother's apartment. Marcia had 
no deſire to diſobey him; her mind 
was engroſſed by a variety of unplea- 
ſant reflections, than which, none were 
ſo painful as thoſe occaſioned by her 
ſiſter's infamous conduct; ſhe dread- 
ed her father's hearing of it, as ſhe 
knew the violence of his temper; 
yet it could not be concealed, and ſhe 
reſolved to break it to him that even- 
ing. He ſwore bitterly upon hearing 
of it; and uttered imprecations too 

for Marcia's gentle nature 
to hear] but on ſeeing how he affect- 
ed her, he dropt the ſubject, vowing 
be never would hear Meli ** 
a W_ 'ong mon” 

oe Sd Bats wo 

2 \ Maxcia paſſed 4 deepes 2 
often regretting, that her brother's 
reſtoration to W future hap- 


F pineſs 
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pineſs ſeemed to depend upon the 


was her concern the next morning, 85 


when ſhe heard that his fever was 
very high, and that he had been de- 
lirous frequently, in the courſe of 
the night l She haſtened to his cham- 
ber; as ſoon as he ſaw her approach, he 
turned from her and covered his face 
with his hands. Do not diſturb me,” 
ſaid he, in a very low voice; I hope 
my ſufferings will ſoon end; yet it is 
ſomewhat hard to be thus cut off in 
che prime of life.” —— Marcia, ex- 
tremely affected, endeavoured to chear 
his ſpirits, but he would not attend to 
ber. It is all over with me, ſaid 
he mournfully; “ the fortune be- 
queathed me is already gone; I am 
harraſſed by ereditora, and am certain 
of being diſinherited by my father as 


ſoon as he is acquainted with the ſtate 


ol my affairs. One friend alone of- 
e me, hut I cannot avail 
M6 myſelf 
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- myſelf: of his kindneſs; I cannot 
think of applying to Lord Weſtland, 
who has already been very kind to 
me, and this is not the moment for 
me to importune him. — I ſubmit, 
Julia, (beloved Julia, not without a 
pang when 1 think of thee |-— As 
for you, Marcia, you ought not to 
ery, for your heart can feel but little; 
and when J am no more, you will be- 
come a great heireſs, rene _ 
"every wiſh MIC Th 


ko) thrice Bd 
Mareia, whe had A FOR) * 
ſtanding, penetrated her brother's 
deſign of working upon the fuſcepti- 
dility of her heart; yet, as ſhe loved 
him, and conſidered that an invinoi- 
ble obſtacle- oppoſed her union with 
St. Clairfont; the began to doubt 
| whether ſhe ouglit not, by a generous 
effort, conſent to an vnion that would 
enſure the r ſo many, and 


would, 
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would, whatever miſery it coſt her, 


be attended wich leſs pain than ſhe © 
ſhould experience, if, by refuſing to 


ſerve her brother, ſhe became, in 
diſappointment of all his wiſhes might 
not improbably produce that event. 


from her ſilence; he took her hand, 
and preſſing it to his lips, ſhed a tear 
upon it. Marcia, already ſoftened, 
could no longer refuſe her acqui- 
eſeence with his wiſhes, —In his weak 
ſtate he was ſcarcely able to bear the 
ride of joy that flowed into his'heart; 


a thouſand times he thanked her with 


the moſt-paſſionate expreſſions of love 
day, and think of nothing but the 
reſtoration of his health. — Whether 
his mhlady Was come to à criſis or 

| a 
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a happy effect on kis health, I, know 
not; but . 
ede ro Hos 
Ht an hey 
{Nereshithe the next a deſired to 
ſpeak with his Father; he then com- 
municated to him the hole of Sir 
James Ardent's letter, except | what 
related to his debts. Mr. Burfble 
could ſcarcely believe the Baronet was 
ſerious; he ſnook his head incredu- 
louſly: What give up his claim on 
Copt- Green, that he has been plagu- 
ing me about theſe three years! No, 
no, no; all a trick, cried he. Mr. 
Netterville at laſt convinced him that 
his friend was ſerious, and the Juſtice, 
rubbing his hands, wallæed briſkly up 
and down the room, calculating how 


much his income would be encreaſed 
* mere Ngo ax.· fia ier 


Wan uind eis 
— erben 
— that ſingle propoſition; 
. all 
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all at once he recollected the condition 
on which it was made. — What part 
wich Marcia! Oh! Lord! Lord 
how can I do that?” muttered he to 
himſelf ; .< yet the fellow has a fine 
eſtate, ten thouſand a year at leaſt: — 
Then to have Copt- Green without 
further trouble, to gt: Charles too 


handſomely off my hands. — The Ba- 


ronet's propoſal cannot be rejected. 
— The poſſibility of a refuſal from 
Marcia never occurred to him; he 
ordered his ſon to notify to Sir James 
his entire approbation of his propo- 
ſals, and to give eee 
tation to che Hall. 


Marcia $ e ee was avout | defired, 
Mr. Bumble congratulated her on 


ſome young Baronet, with ten thou- 
ſand a year; and in high ſpirits, com- 
municated to her the —_— 
3 Copt-Groen. — Marcia, 


with 
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to the diſpoſal of her Father, who. 
commended: her obedience, and ſaid 
he ſnhould ſtipulate with Sir James that 
the ſhould always paſs three months 
in the year with him: Hang ie, 
mattered he to himſelf, < I had rather 
with tooth I have in my 
been great); nay, I had rather part 
with every horſe I have in. my ſtables, 
. Mis Wanton and all, and every hound 
in my kennel, ſooner than Part wich 
my little girl. Who wall now. nurſe. 
me Who will manage my. family? 
Every thing will now go at ſixes 
and ſevens.— I loſt, God knows. what, 
when Marcia was jigging about in 
London. — Well, well, it can't be 
helped ue Kare ar . conſole 
me a NI 


«-STY 3453 4g | # * We 
75 Marci, whtn.once th 3 


IE hand eo Sir James, 


AEN reſolved 


* 8 Rs. 
feſolved to do it with a good grace. 
— As che happineſa of her future liſe 
muſt-,-how depend upon him, ſhe 


thought Aerſelf obliged to omit no- 
ching to pleaſe him, and to ſecure 
his eſteem. — She never allowed her- 
ſelf to reflect that there was a man 
. exiſting whom ſhe had tenderly. loved; 
but, ſummoning all her courage to 
her aid, ſhe prepared to receive the 
tranſported with joy at the receipt of 
Netter villes letter. He haſtened to 
procure from his lawyer a ſormal re- 
nuneistion of his rights and titles to 
Capt-Green, and taking with him a 
full and clear account of his whole 
property, went immediately down to 
the Hall with his niece, where he was 
received cordially by Mr. Bumble, 
8 The umu 
bumble, capin hÞ:i on. on e 
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fellow in the world, to get, without 
any trouble, a prodigious fine girl 
with ſuch a fortune. — Netterville 
knew it had not been with as little 
trouble as his Father imagined; but 
he acknowledged his felicity, and, as 
his health was almoſt entirely reſtored, 
it ſeemed ſettled on a ſecure baſis: 
He and Sir James privately conferred 
latter took upon himſelf to make the 
beſt terms he could with his creditors; 
many were induced to compromiſe, 
and Netterville's affairs were ſoon 
_ after ſettled — his ſatisfac- 
hh dn 286253 Dit 39! 
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liſten to Sir James's proſeſſions of 


love and eſteem, ſhe could not prevail 


on herſelf to make him any other 


return; than an aſſurance that ſhe 
. bee 
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all in her power towards his happi- 
neſs; and that ſhe was extremely 
grateful to him for his generous aſ- 


ſiſtance of her brother. — Sir James | 
in vain preſſed her to acknowledge | 
warmer ſentiments, -but he could not ſl 
ſucceed ; like all lovers ſelf. deluded, 
he flattered himſelf when ſhe became i 


his, her coldneſs would vaniſn; every 
day his admiration for her encreaſed; 
and he felt certain that he could not 
fail of being perfectly happy with a 
woman, whoſe wad action Wen 
n wl e bi 1 


ER 


He went even eee Mr. Bum- = 


ble's wiſhes in the ſettlements he made 
upon her; and the Juſtice, for the 
firſt time in his life, | ſhewed a diſpo- U 
ſition to be generous ; for he not only | 
gave her a - haridſome tortune, but 
preſented her with a purſe tolerably | 
a reed una, es. 
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At laſt the lawyers. having (after 
many delays) conctuded their part of 
the buſineſs, the auptials were cele- 
brated. Sir James Ardent received 
the hand, of Marcia from her Father, 
and Mr. Netterville that of Julia 
from Sir N., $ 


MI. Bumble determined he would 
| be very jolly on this occafion ; hegave 
ſeveral great dinners, and got drunk 
almoſt every day. His heart was ſo 
much expanded with joy, that he or- 
dered an ox to be roaſted whole, and 
his ſtrong beer to flow copiouſly for 
che entertainment of che village. —In 
_ the, midſt of cheſe xrejoiciags, one 
heart alone bore the preſſure of ſecret 
pain ; need I ſay this was Marcia's ? 
Sir James Ardent was impatient to 
: carry. his bride to hig ſear in Weſt- 
moreland. — About a fortnight aſter: | 
her marriage, Marcia bade adieu to 
har Father, whoſe eyes gliſtened as 
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he gave her à parting kiſs. Netter- 
ville and Julia, accompanied Sit 
James and Lady Ardent, which af- 
forded the latter ſome conſolation. — 
Arrived 'at Southedte (Er James's 
ſeatY ſhe endeavoured to regain her 
chearfulneſs, and to reconcile herſelf 
to her fate, by reflections on having 
procured her brother's happineſs, and 
by the conſideration that her ample 
fortune would enable her to diffuſe 
joy and comfort amongſt Her poor 
neighbours at Southeote. Ste ſtudied 
Sir James's diſpoſition attentively' 
that ſhe might regulate her conduct 
to his wilties -) ſhe: {Gund he hated! to 
be a moment that he difſiked 
muſic, that he/ deteſtecꝭ the ſociety of 
his country neighbours, and that: his 
greateſt' pleaſure: was hunting. In 
conſequence” of theſe; obſervations; 
ſhe gave up muſic, and all elegant 
employments i in her. drefling-roomy 
to walk and - ride with! him; and, 
finding 
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finding nothing would be ſo agreeable 
to him as her company in the chace, 
| ſhe tried to conquer her timidity, and 


accompany him a hunting. She de- 


clined as civilly as ſhe could; to cul- 
tivate much intimacy with the people 
of faſhion in the neighbourhood, and 
her ſociety was chiefly ' confined to 
that of her huſband, ber dreier and 


Julia, 9 


5 We will leave Marcia Ein lauda- 
bly employed, and take a ay wrong 
liſfer's en 5 


She 0 Clifford; on their arrival 


at Paris, had aſſumed the character 


of man and wife ; and, without con- 


ſidering how they could ſupport the 
expenſe, they took an''Hote},' hired 
an 33 and ſervants, and made 
their appearance in the world in 4 


very brilliant ſtyle.— As he had been 
at Paris before, where he had been 
980 ä 5 well 


. | | | 
r oceans. . 
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well liked, he and his pretended wife 
received at firſt many civilities; but 
the moment it was known that he 
attempted to impoſe his brother's 


wife as his own on the world, and that 


all the particulars of their guilt tran - 
ſpired, they were ſhunned by all peo- 
ple of. character. Their acquaintance 
was no limited to that of young li- 


bertines of faſhion, and petites maitr ef- 


fes,, Who had no reputation to loſe, =: 
Melifſe's pride was ſeverely mortified 
by che affronts to which ſhe was daily» 
expoſed, — AcguſtomedbyLord Weſbe 
land's exceſſive | generoſity to. profu · 
ſion, ſhe totally: forgot that Chffard's 

purſe. would nor enable her to make 
the ſame elegant appearance ſhe had 
done formerly{:— And · when he pre- 
ee to gemind hen ꝙ her changes; 


thit caprice, adopted; She flew into a 
n proteſted ſhe would, never; be 
controuled 


br her to enter into every e 


— —— 


controuled by him, and 


Though this was not yer che caſe; he 


could ſer off her figure to advantage: 


paſſible, ( than ſhe had been in Eng- 


to piolong the illuſton of paſſion. — 
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ched 
him with being already tired of her. 


tek diſguſted with her vanity, ind 
diſpleaſed wich her violenee.— Ill h 


— To plague him, ſhe affected 
enge with the unmeaning gal- 
hann with which ſhe” was! addreſſed 
by ſome French noblemen, hurried 
about from one public place to the 
other, and denied herfelf nothing that 


She was extremely admired, more, if 


land, and her brain was:compleatly 
turned with flattery: - Bt mne re- 
ceived none from Cliſſord ; his paſſion 
was extinguiſhed: He found her 
kandfounie and no mere; Me ld u 
converſation, no talents, or veſonittes 


She'knewinot hew to amuſe the lan- 
_ n not to- ſubſtitutt friend · 


8 ſhip 


44 
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ſhip to love $ctbat, indeed, i is a ſenti- 
ment ſhe could not hope to inſpite, 


as it cannot ſubſiſt g ol, q 


ey : bp » 72 74 x4 
: wy 


— Ws; Tf { F 171 8 


| Mita, Feb ee to love' | 


Clifford;: little as her conduct ſeemed. 


to prove it; ſhe was hurt at his cold- 


neſa, and upbraided him with it: He, 
on his part, reproached her with co- 
quettry and extravagance. A ſharp 
altercation enſued. Determined not 
to be reſtrained by him, ſne launched 


into new exceſſes ; when once a Wo- 


man caſts aſide that amiable modeſty, 
the greateſt charm of her ſex, ſhe 
ruſhes more boldly than the men into 
vice, and aſſumes an effrontery no- 


thing can daſh : This was Meliſſa's 


caſe; her countenance was become 
aſſured, and a licentious freedom pre- 
vailed in her language and manners. 
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Neceſſity 
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period approached when: a vretehed 
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Neceſſity at laſt obliged her 10 
adopt a more ſober plum of liſt ; the 


being, which owed its exiſtence to 
guilt, was to enter into the world. — 
Meliſſa expected chat Clifford world 
at that time cherr her ſpirits by his- 
ſociety; but notlliag could be · further 
from his thoughts. — He'fakdbm was 
at home, paid her no attentions, and 
ſhewed ſuch 2- cutting indifference to 
every thing” that concerned her, a8 
convinced her ſhe had entirety loſt. 
his heart. She was now conſtantiy 
out of humour, diſſatisfied with 
every thing, and whenever ſne ſaw. 
Clifford, worked herſeiſ up into fright- 
fub fits of paſſion. Phe conſequence | 
of one of theſe. was a premature la- | 
bour; the: brought into the world a J 
girl abaut two: months after her di- t 
vorer had paſſed in tlic. Houſe of : 
Lords. 


. During 


ien 257 
Buring ker” confinement the did 
not experience from her lover thoſe 
tender cates and that anxious ſolicitude 
which ſo greatly ſoften that tireſome 
period. She recalled to mind, with 
à bitter figh; 'how differs erently Lord 
Weſtland had behaved on a fimilar 
occaſion, from what his brother did 
on the preſent !—Clifford profeſſed an 
averſion to young children ; he ſeldom 
viſitec her, and ntver would bear his 
child a moment in the room. Friends 
ſhe-had none, and but few acquain- 
e were diſpoſed to mare her 
confinement = Soon ſhe was left qite 
alone, and often deftiture of many 
neceſfaries, which either Clifford could 
not,” or would not procure her. Left 
to her own ſad reflections, the paſſed 
her tithe itt teats, and in regretting 
thoſe happy days when Her mind was 
{*rane and innocent. Clifford's de- 
ſertion, his cruel neglect, and his 
marked contempt for he., now made 
N 2 her 


\ 
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| her feel not only the wickedneſs, but 
the folly of her paſt conduct. 


h!“ faid ſhe, internally, * that I 


had never quitted my noble generous 

Lord, to fly with this treacherous 
wretch, who leaves me here alone, 

while he amuſes himſelf, without 
having a ſingle . of my ſuf- 
e "EF 


The uneaſineſs of her g retard- 
ed her recovery; but her preſent 
ſufferings were only a prelude to 
much ſeverer woes. — Mr. Clifford 
was thunder ftruck at receiving a letter 
from Lady Leonora Gfay, written 
ſome months before, and which had 
not reached him ſooner, owing to a 
miſtake in the direction: It announ- 
ced to him her eternal indignation for 


his conduct, her reſolution of altering 


her former intentions in his favour, 
and a ftrift prohibition 'to him ever 
to appear in her preſence, — As Clif- 

ford 


F 


= 
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ford knew how ſtrong her partiality 
had been towards him, he flattered 
himſelf that if he immediately re- 
nounced Meliſſa, and humbled him- 

ſelf before his aunt, he might mollify 
her reſentment; at leaſt it was well 
worth the trial, and, indifferent as he 
was become to the weak woman, who 
had truſted to his vows of eternal love 
and conſtancy, it coſt him little to 
break with her.—Indeed, his fortune, 
as & younger brother, rendered it im- 
poſſible for him to ſupport her any 
longer: Some degree of pity for her 
made him delay his journey for a few 
days ; but, as ſhe ſtill continued to 
reproach him with coldneſs, and to 
render home very diſagreeable to him, 
he reſolved to. ſet out for England, 
as ſoon as he could raiſe a little mo- 
ney for her preſent ſupport; this 
meaſure, ſome little remains of honor 
whiſpered to him as indiſpenſable; 
but he could not pretend to pay her 
N 3 debts, 
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debts, and, to avoid being witneſs to 
her tears and lamentatiqn, be care 
"ly emma an n 0 
4 One maryjng, . pen as d . 
awake, her maid informed her, that a 
perſon gg buſineſs withed to. peak to 
her: Ohe ordered him to cater 4 his 
perſon : wes. unknown to her. — He 
Nreſented her with a ſealed packet, 
en 
e ee e, pd 
Vera. 


3 


Mzi, opened! it wich —— 


of cep 
full 9 which 
ſhe tors open, and read as follows: | 


'* The ſituation of my affairs will 
no Jonger permit me to continue with 
vob; and 1. will be fo. ſincere as to 
tell you, that the only circumſtance I 
ae in — temparary 


union, 


. A A 
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union, is ny inability w provide for 
my child, and leave you in a more 
flaurilhing ſituatian.— Whenever it is 
ſormar. The beſt thing you can do, 
will he to go to England; Lord Weſt- 
amply; + My proſpects in liſe are 
blaſted by our fatal eonnection. —— 
been prevailed upon to liſten to me t 
las 1 the paſt cannot be recalled. 
J was crueliy diſappointed of the feli> 
city I expected to have ſhared with 
you ; indeed, I begin to think With 
horror af the paſt: = That you may 
do ſo lilkewiſe, and recover . 
n n in ent 
| Enwazp apa 


LF ZBEOE CITE . 

Ks e; is inadequats to deſcribe 
Meliſn's ſenſations on reading this 
eruel letter She ſell into fits before 
IG ie," and was put fene 


N4 leſs 


Po. — ef 2 
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Jeſs to bed: By che aſſiſtance of the 
Phyſicians ſhe was- at once reſtored 
. to/life, and to ab renewal of miſery; 
Ohe reſolved immediately to follow 
bduimę and ĩnſiſted on being allowed to 
riſe: The efforts made to prevent 
her, thræm her- into ſuch æ fi of rage 
and deſpair, chat a violent ſevey en- 
fued.— She lay de liriousfaſtened den 
in her bed, calling vehemently on 
_ Clifford; ſometimes reproaching him 
in the bittereſt language ſor his crutl 
deſertion of her, at others expoſtula- 
ting with him in the tendereſt terms; 
She continued for ſome time in this 
deplorable condition; but her youth; 
and the natural excellence of her con- 
ſtitution, at laſt got the better f her 
diſeaſe. — With returning health, ſhe 
recovered ſufficient: reaſon to ſee the 


Bia, Ay 8 — a 1 * a: os 7 


folly of purſuing a man, who had not 
only renounced, her in ſo harbarous A. 0 
manner, but hg had reproached her h 
en — 332 f 


$\» 
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His conduct too, before this laſt out- 
rage, had evidently denoted ſymptoms 


nn enen deut gen vat <a 


Reli n at Patis was now 
become highly diſagreeable. <Obliged 


to appropriate the chief part of the 


money Clifford had ſent her, to the 
payment of her debts, ' ſhe had no 
longer the means of ſupporting the 
brilliant figure ſhe had made hereto- 


fore. — As ſhe wiſhed nothing more 


chan to fly from herſelf, ſhe attempt- 


ed to appear once or twice in public 


after her recovery; where ſhe had the 
mortification to; experience the diſ- 


regard and contempt of her acquaint- 


ance, and to be expoſed to the in- 


ſulting propoſitions of ſome Farmer 
Generals, who knowing Mr. Clifford: 
had left her, entertained” hopes of 
fueceeding him in her favor. The 


Ns con- 


of diſguſt, therefore ſne could have 
no hopes of re- animating a paſſion 


24 THE 38187115. 
confident air with which they addreſſed 
her, ſhewed that they were not only 
encouraged by the: firength of their 
purſea but by the-levity-of her cha- 
racter.— ut ſhe diſdained theſe offers; 
confined herſelf at home; and though 
in the midſt: of a populous eity, found 
berſelf as much in ſolitude as if ſhe 
could enjoy no quiet. Her ſervants 
experienced (as guilt uſually does) 
the contempt of inferiors; and the 
_ impoſhbility of obtaining reſpe& from 
domeſtics, who were welk-4cquainted 
with her vicious conduct. They had 
eruelly neglected her during her. ill- 
_ nef6, ſhe, therefore, determined to diſ- 
charge them all; andi to prepare to 
dured the complieated evils of diſ- 
grace, caontempt. perſidy and ſickneſs. 
— She bired a live young Pariſian = 


to wait upon hen; 6—ͤ—— 
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all her jewel, trinkets and ſuperſluous 

cloaths, and diſcharging the remainder 
of her debts, ſet out with her child 
and maid for England: But careleſs- 
ty letting the latter ſee what money 
ſhe poſſeſſed,  her- new attendant 
- thought fit to appropriate it to her 
own uſe,” and decamped with it on 
the road. — Search was made after 
her, but | ſhe could not be found ; 
and Meliſſa would have been greatly 
diſtreſſed, had ſne not brought with 
her ſome notes from her banker, at 
Paris, which ſhe had, unknown to 
her maid, in her pocket book, —— 
Theſe were . ſufficient to: defray. her: 
expences to London, where, upon 
Ber arrival, ſhe took a ſmall lodg- 
ing at a milliner's, in Bond- Street, 


and aſſumed the name of Mrs. 


Watſon: -. — She was ſcarcely ſet- 


tled in ker new habitation, when her 


chil, whom ſhe had nurſed herſelf, 


except during her fever, when another 
nurſe 
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nurſe, bad . ſupplied her place, died 
 tyddenly in her arms, ina.fit—This 
certainly was, for, the poor infant, a 
happy vent, but Meliſſa, who. had 
found ſome conſolation in her atten- 
tions to it, and who: doated upon it, 
vas e afeded by i ts death. 


The 2 of — the had, late- | 
ly ſuffered, was now encreaſed by the 
ſilence of ber father and ſiſter, to 
whom ſhe had addręſſed very peniten- 
tial letters, as ſoon as ſhe arrived in 
: England; She longed, impatiently, 
for the arrival of the poſt, and at 
laſt receiyed A packet, directed in 
her father's $ hand writing, which con- 
tained her letters unopened, encloſed 
in A blank cover — She was extreme- 
ly affected at this treatment from her 
ſiſter ; whoſe mild gentle n nature had 
appeared to unite, with. a guſt, deteſta- 
tion of vice, ſentiments of compaſſion 
for offenders, —She ote to her 

* * brother, 


=yJ 11. - *. FL 
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brother, but received no anſwer. 
Her quarters allowance from Lord 
Weſtland would not be due for ſome 
weeks, and ſhe found herfelf reduced 
the ſum total of her misfortunes; ſhe. 
found herſelf ſuſpected fot an adven- 
turer, by the woman with whom the 
lodged, who, without much ceremony, 
gave her notice, that her lodgings would 
no longer be at her ſervice, after the | 
nit erated 62:7 that BCb of | 1 
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milliner had paid her this unpleaſant 
compliment, ſhe was fitting muſing 1 
before a little table in her chaniber, wet 
her head reſting on her hands, con- 1 
ſidering what expedients ſhe could 1 
find for her ſupport till her allowance 1 
became due, when ſhe was rouſed "1 BK 
from her reverie by a little tap at the li! | 
door, and having deſired the perſon * | 
to enter, ſhe' was ſurprized to ſee a 1 


>) 


| 111 
14 1 
of. ' 15 l 
er % ' li 1 
: Hf IF l 
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8 Fi 14 
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4 * the evening of the dy 5 1 | | 
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ſtranger; wondering who could Adve 
buſineſs with fo-unſortunate a being as 
herſelf. tt + * * ** Ireen NA * 
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bang#5:: 
She was much emed Vue le 
aſkedher, if ir was Mifs Meliſſ Bum- 
ble whom he had the honor to ſees; 
me faintly replied in the affinrnative: 
and then he delivered to her a letter, 
which he ſaid would explain his: buſi- 
to the amount of / 300, and a promiſe 
ef £75 per quarter, to be paid for the 
mon into op batcker's. hands the: 


Ates will eaſy PER £ chi 
timely. relief was. extremely acceptable 
toher: She eagerly enquired © to 
whom ſhe was fo much obliged; bur 
the: ſtranger refuſed toſſatisfy her; and: 
ceived the name of her banker; de- 
tag:  Meliſ 
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Meliſſa perplexed ber brain with 
conjectures, on tho perſon fo kindly: 


diſpoſed towards her. — She could nor 


think it was her father; and ſhe knew 
to be ſo. generous, nor yet her bro. 
ther; her ſuſpicions. then reſted on 
Clifford, who, perhaps, repenting of 
dis. ingratitude, and reſtored to Lady 
anora's. favor, had determined the 
partake of his good fortune. 
A for Lord Weſtland, the: moſt dit 
tant idea of his generouſly- adding 
ſomething to what the law- obliged 
| 5 to give her, nauer occurred to 
r. 


„ Iielits nom eee 1 ae 
— ay and to ſeek ſome private nes 
1 where, in — 
contempt, and if pe, ops aL 
the n 
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Before her departure a tendet᷑ ſo- 
hcitude to knaw what was. become of 
her daughter, Lady Caroline, prompt- 
ed her to ſend a ſervant ſhe had hired 
to Lord Weſtland's houſe, in Groſ- 
venor- Square, privately, / to enquire 
information as to the reſt of the family. 
— The maid was very intelligent, and 
acquitted | herſelf extremely well of 
her commuſſion. — She brought back 
the following account: That Lord 
Weſtland was at Mrs. Lindſay's houſe 
in the country; that Lady Caroline 
Clifford was in Town, and in perfect 
health; that Squire Bumble was at 
his ſeat in Berkſhire ; | chat his ſon and 
daughter were both married; the lat- 
ter to Sir James Ardent, and the 
former to the Baronet's niece; and 
that they were all in the North of 
England r 


* 4 4 
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hear her ſiſter was married to Sir 
James Ardent; ſhe had fancied Marcia 
had a penchant for Colonel St. Clair 
font; but ſhe ſuppoſed' motives of 
ambition had made her prefer the Ba- 
ronet. Then, with a ſigh; reflecting, 
that however ad vantageous this match 
might be, her on eftabliſhment 
had been fill ſuperior; that it was 
entirely her own miſeonduct which 
ad deprived her of rank, fortune 
and conſideration in the world; that 
in exchange ſhe! had gained no 
ſolid pleaſure, but was devoted, for 
the reſt of her days, to infamy; her 
mind vas filled with unavailing regret; 
and caſting a diſponding look into 
futurity, ſne could not perceive a 
| _ wn ou een ebene FE 
Fer if we els ſee bred child once 
more, ſhe ſhould leave London with- 

5 had 
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hed ſo totally. altered her, that the | 


ſlattered herſelf, when mufffed up in 


2 elaſe ſenpd nd perſon; ho had 


amet, e en e, re- 
1 w it } 
ey 


a 


Watt ay eater 
in Groſvenor· Square Gardens, ſhe 
repaired thither once or twice unſuc- 


eeſsfully, but at laſt ſhe faw a beauti- 
ful child of about tuo years old, at- 
tended' by a nurſe ani 4 foorman in 
Lord: Weſtland's livery. = Meliffa's 
| heart palpitated wih a mixtture of 
pain and pleaſure at the ſight of lier 
child ; ſhe ſtoppod it, with a falter- 
ing voice ſaid, ſomething of its beauty, 


and imprinting one fervent kiſa on ita 


forehead, ſhe was obliged, precipitate- 
ly, to retire, feding herſelf unable to 
conceal her emotions. — Incapable of 
walking, ſhe got into a chair and re- 
turned home tore miſorable than he- 
fore, Here doe was mer by the milli- 


87 ner 
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ner (her landlady) who: finding het 
appeared able to pay for her lodging, 
had adopted a different ſtyle of be- 
haviour, from that ſhe had at firſt aſ- 
famed. This woman civilly deſired 
Meliſſa to ſtep into her parlour, to 
ſee; as ſhe ſaid, ſomething very beau. 


ſul. Jou muſt know, mem, 


| mantua-makers in town, and he has 


wedding gowns for me to ſee, and to 


be ſure it is one of the moſt beauti-· 


fulleſt things eyes cer beheld.“ 
Meliſſa's curioſity raiſed by this news. 

ſpecting her old acquaintance, eager- 
ly.) enquired whom ſhe was going ta 
marry, — © Bleſs my heart, m' em, 


replied. the chattering dame, is it 


poſſible you ſhould not have heard 


of her intended nuptials with that 


great rich Logd - - what's his name? 
—Vell, I am the. worſt in the ver- 
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ſal world at remembering names, 
that's ſartain.— But it is him, 


mem, who was, not long ago, di- 
ture went off (Lord !'it makes one 
ſhudder to tell it) with his own bro- 
ther, if - you'll believe me, and not 
near ſo pretty a man neither as his 
lordſhip.” — She might have gone . on 
much longer without interruption, 

. when accidentally caſting her eyes on 
her auditreſs, ſhe perceived ſhe was 
in a fit. By proper applications ſhe 
ſoon recovered, and ſhutting herſelf 
up in her own apartment, ſhe prepared 
immediately for her departure into the 
country, whither the retired with a 
. heart. 2 U 


1 2 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


TARCIA found, ſoon aft ter her 


—marriage, that ſhe mult con- 


tinue to practiſe chat patience to 


which ſhe had been inured by her 


Father, and that ſhe had Rill ſevere 
trials to undergo. q 


$ 4: $ 1 
SES . A - 


Sir James Ardent's paſſion 1 was s not 
flattering to a woman of delicacy ; it 


was violent and jealous, and his con- 
tempt for her ſex was manifeſt in his 


diſcourſe and actions. — He was ſo 
unjuſt as to doubt the purity of Mar- 


cia's ſentiments, becauſe ſhe was 


Meliſſa's fiſter ; a mean diſtruſt of her | 
virtue appeared in his whole conduct 


towards her. — As he had often heard. 
N Meliſſa's 


7 
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Meliſtz's miſconduct attributed to d her 
pernicious friend Lady Wander, he 
would not allow her to form any in- 
timacy with perſons of her own ſex; 
and if ſhe ſpoke twice to any man 
who came to Southcote, he ſoon found 
a pretence to drop his acquaintance, 
He opened all her letters, anll de- 
livered them or not, as he thought 
proper. —While her brother and Julia 
continued at Southcote, Marcia kept 
up her ſpirits tolerably; but when. 
they went to a houſe” of their own at 
4 conſiderable diſtance from hers, and 
that ſhe Was. leſt tete à tete with Sir 
J ames, A fad melancholy overpowered 
her, — He had kept her above a 
twelvemonthi at Southeote, as Lon- 
don, he faid, was a dangerous place 
for women; but, alarmed' at her al- 
il 
tered appearance, he determined to 
carry her thither, | to Have the beſt ad- 
vice. — The indifference with which 
ſhe Jen this intelligence, convinced 
1 him 


12 3167118 4567 
him that ſhe had no partiality for 


London; ſhe Was therefore, in his 


opinion, the fitter to be truſted there. 


Every day ſhe grew paler and thin- 


ner, yet ſne never complained. Sir 
James, wha loved her more paſſion- 
ately than euer, and had: diſcevered a 


thouſand: virtues in her, of which 


he had believed women incapable, 
diſmiſſed his jealous doubts, and be- 
eame aſſiduous to pleaſe her. He 
had ordered his houſe in Harley- 
Street to be got ready for his and La- 
dy Ardent's redeption: While he was 
making the neceſſary arrangements 
for his journey, Marcia became ſo 
weak and languid, that he ſent, in a 
great fright, for a phyſician, 8 
Gentleman gave it as his 
be was going into a\deoline, which de- 
. claration, made "rather abroprly, fiung: 
dir James into 4 violent paſſion; he 
flew like 4 tyßet at the phyſician, 
who-made a precipitate retreat. 


The 
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The idea of loſing Marcia was in- 
ſupportable to her huſband; he hoped 
change 'of | Ait, Ane the” fight. of her 
friends, „ might have a favourable ef- 
fect vpon her health] And he ſet our 
with her for London Without loſs of 


time. — As he knew ſhe had long 


wiſhed to ſee her Father (who had 
repeatedly written to Sir James, to 

remind him of his promiſe of ſuffer· 
ing his dau ter to paſs three months 
in each year with Him, and who re- 
ſented the breach of it) he made the 
Hall his route to London. — Mr. 
Bumble received Marcia with extra- 
vagant demonſtrations of Joy z but 


when he could obſer de her with more 


compoſure, he exclaimed at the ſad 
alteration he noticed i in her looks: 


That a mental cauſe might have pro- 
duced this never occurred to him. — 
« What the deuce, cried he to Sir 


James, © have you been ſtarving the 


kd ? Why, the is become quite a 


ſkeleton, ! 


* 
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ſkeleton!”''—Sir James coloured, and 
could make no reply, conſcious that 
he had not treated her as ſhe deſerved. 
Though Marcia felt much ſatisfac- - 
hearty, ſhe could not find herſelf. at 
the place where ſhe and her ſiſter 
were born, and had inhabited ſo many 
years together, without a: train of 
melancholy reflections crouding upon 
her mind. Her ſad fate had often 
made her ſhed deluges of tears, yet 
ſhe was very imperfectly informed of 
her ſtory; ſnhe knew, indeed, by the 
public papers that ſhe had been di- 
vorced from her Lord, but ſhe was 
ignorant of her ſiſter's return to Eng- 
land ; the letter Meliſſa had written 
to her at the Hall had been (as 1 
have before ſaid) returned by the 
Juſtice 3 and, during her abode at 
Southcote, if any intelligence had 
been ſent her relative to her ſiſter, it 
was certainly ſuppreſſed by Sir James, 

Vol. II. O who 
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who forbid her ever to make any en · 
quiry about her. She: knew Lord 
10: Lady Caroline Clifford with all 
the tenderheſs of a real Mother; but 
ſtilli ſhe: was inexpreſſibly anxious to 
know what was become of her wretch- 
[ed ſiſter: Though / ſhe always judged 
her own actions rigorouſſy, ſhe was 
ever ready to be. indulgent to thoſe of 
others. Had Meliſſa continued to 
have been guilty and proſperous, ſhe 
would with horror have averted her 
eyes from her ; buthumbled and mi- 
ſerable as ſhe ſuppoſed her to be, ſhe 
thought of her with the tendereſt 
pity, and, though ſhe deteſted her 
conduct, ſtill felt ſhe was her ſiſter. 
— The change of air, however, was 
.bMeficial to her health, and when ſhe 
arrived in town:the fight of her friends 
"revived her ſpirits. — Their ſociety, 
when Sir James would allow her to 
+ F mare 
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thare. it, was the only pleaſure ſhe! 
enjoyed in London, for he made her 
delicate healck a pretence for prevont- 
ing her appearing; im publir. Marcia 
had not the ſatisfaction ſeeing her 
little niece; Lord and Lady Weſt- 
land had taken her with them to Ire- 
land, where they were gont to ſpend 
ſome e Belfield mr 
n ann l N11 


She 8 Aue fruitleſs eos 
after her ſiſter, and was extremely 
unhappy chat ſhe could nor learn her 
fate, One day as ſhe” was paſſing! 
through Bond- Street, ſhe' ſaw a rib- 
bon ſhe wanted to match in a win- 
dow, and; ſtopping: her: carriage, ſhe 
went into the ſhopi—The rtiiftreſs of 
it was extremely loquacious, told her; 
tinaſked, all her concerns; and that 
ſhe: trad: a very pretty apartment to 
let: * It was occupicd,” ſaid: ſhe; 
.. ae let me 
"UE O2 ſee, 
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ſee, ayc, four months ago, Jackey 
was juſt gone to ſea, it is four months. 
Well as 1: vas ſaying that very 
apartment was let to one of the pret- 
tieſt Ladies I did ever fee. God for- 
give me, I thought at firſt: as how 
ſhe. was no better than ſhe ſhould be; 
for here ſhe came without a ſervant, 
and with a young child: So I rather 
drew up, and grew huffy; for, thinks 
I, Madam ſhan't ſtay here. — Well, 
and ſo one day J gave her a piece of 
my mind; but ſhe ſaid nothing, and, 
as I found her a quiet ſort of a body, 
J let her afterwards alone; and one 
day, to amuſe her, I ſhewed-her Lady 
Weſtland's bridal cloaths; and would 
vou believe it, m' em, if ſhe did 
110t drop down as dead as a herring, 
and the very next day off ſhe march- 
ed !—God knows where, but ſhe paid 
me honeſtly howſomever :—So when 
| ſhe. was gone, I began rummaging 
ae her room, and what ſhould I 
| find 
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find but a ſeal with a cypher and a 


_ eoronet over it.” — Marcia eagerly 
begged to ſee it, and remembered it 
to have been her ſiſter s. She endea- 
voured, by means of this woman, to 


trace out her ſiſter; but ineffectually; 


however, ſhe made her a preſent, and 


obtained the ſeal.— This trifling inci- 


dent revived her uneaſineſa about 
Meliſſa, and ſhe was not ſorry to re- 
turn to her ſolitude at Southcote ; ſhe 
ſet out before Sir James, as he had 
permitted her. to paſs ſome days with 
her Father, and promiſed to join her at 
the Hall.— She there found Mr. and 


Mrs. Netterville, and, after paſſing 
ſome days pleaſantly at her native 


place, ſhe ſer out on her journey into 
the/North, her huſband being detain- 
ed/on buſineſs in town. On. aryiving 
the inn, where ſhe was to. dine, ſhe 
s tempted, while ginner was pre- 
ring, to ſtroll into the garden, and 
finding a little gate not locked, which 


Q 3 opened 
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opened into a meadow, ſhe rambled 
through it, till ſhe came within a few- 
yards of a neat garden, before a ſim- 
ple clean · Iooleing houſe. One of the 
ſervants of the inn now overtook her, 
in ler Way to this an Atop 
| dude enquited of the ane who 
lived. there, and. was anſwered that 
ſhe did not know the Lady's name, 
bor that ſhe was extremely ill, in a 
deep decay, and was not long returned 
from Briſtal, where ſhe had been 
ee eee way" benefit by 12 
Waters, . 

we 7 hls heart was 
touched” at this account; the aſked if 
the Lady was young, and was an- 
twered in the affirmative, and chat ſhe 
appeared ts have been very handſome. 
—UDnwilling to detain the feryant, the 
told her ſbe would wait her return, 
to aſk further queſtions, — The girl 
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camerback very ſoon, and told her that 
che Lady was extremely bad, and would 
n. not eee * 


- Marcia chen, enquired if aby _ 
fician attended her, and learned that 


a very eminent one had been ſent for, 


ar the inn; but that 


upon her arrival 


he had lately diſcontinued his viſits, 


finding he could be of no further uſe 
t her. — © Surely,” continued the 
girl, „it is a pity, a ſad pity, ſo 
ſwert a Lady fhould die i: young ;; 
and they ſay too, the is as patient a- 
an angel; her maid does nothing but 
cry about her.“ Marcia more and 
more intereſted about the ſick ſtranger, 
aſked if the could not go Back and 
enquire of the maid her Lady's name. 
The girt obeyed, and. returning, told 
her it was Watſon, and that ſhe was 
a widow Lady, but knew NO more. 
She has often ſaid,“ continued the 
Zirl. that ſhe fancied i it was grief 
7 24 that 
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chat was deſtroying her Lady, for that 
| the appeared dying of a broken heart.” 
— Marcia now-returned-to the inn 
little diſpoſed to eat; ſhe had ſome 
confuſed-. idea, that the Lady h⁰ 
had lodged in Bond- Street, and whom 
ſhe had imagined to be her ſiſter, had 
borne the name of Watſon; ſo. as ſoon 
as Mrs. Aſtley, the landlady, appear- 
ed with her dinner, ſhe detained her, 
to learn more concerning the ſick 
Lady. She had ſo often travelled that 
road, that ſhe was well acquainted 
with Mrs. Aſtley, and eagerly deſited 
to have what 5 ſhe W 
s Mrs. Watſon. 1165-452 


Mrs. Aſtley, 9 905 on n a very viſe 
look, and begging her Ladyſhip's 
pardon for the liberty ſhe was going 
to take, aſter much needleſs. circum- 
locution, informed her, that about 
two months befare, this Lady, who' 
Sy herſelf Watſon, came to her 

| houſe 
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houſe in her way to the Hot Wells; 


that ſhe had at that time only a glimpſe 


of her; but that on her return, about 
a fortnight ſince, ſhe was. taken ex 
tremely ill at her bouſe; 3 and ; then 
the had a clear view of het perſon, 
which, though + ter ibly emacĩatech 


ſtruck her as being very like her Lay 


dyſhip's'fiſter : That the poor, Lady, 
incapable of proceeding on her 3 jour- 


ney, was obliged to remain at ber 


houſe, where ſhe was fo much, in- 
commoded with the noiſe, . that. ſhe 


had perſuaded her to conſent to be re- 


moved to her. preſent habitation, which 


belonged to her ſon; and that Mra. 


Watſon · had expreſſed great ſatisfacti- 
on to find herſelf in a clean,, quiet 


apartment. — Mrs. Aſtley added, that 
ſhe had prevailed on her to ſee a Phy- 
ſician, and that ſhe had So Lin 


hy ew : 
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Marcia felt greatty agitated at this 
account : Mrs. Aſtley ſeemed to en- 
certain little doubt of rhe ſick ſtran- 
ger's' being her lifter; and, ſeeing 
how much Lady Ardent was affected, 
| to go with her to che 
Moidow-Hovſe, where, placed be- 
hind à ſcreen, the might ſatisfy her 
curiefity without the ſtranger's know- 
ledge.— Marcia eagerly embraced this 
propofal, and, ſupporting her 'trem- 
ws frame by "Mrs. e 
Watſon was cccftoinat to reteive | 
her humane landlady every evening; 
Kie' paſſed the greateſt part of rhe day 
on a conch, as the found ſhe could 
+ breathe mote freely there than in bed. 
o be brief, Marcia found her ſud 
prgſantiment tos well founded ; for 
the had ho fooher caſt her eyes on 
the melancholy object befors her, Than 
ſhe recognized the once beauteous 
— aaa; 4 
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to eetire, do give vent to the anguiſn 
of ber oel. Aſtley attempted 
makes D effect. 
Marcia now determined to make her 
ſiſter a viſit, and ſending Mrs. Aſtley 
ꝛ0 prepare her, by degrees, to receive. 


it, (waited) her return with a beating 


heart. Mrs. Aſtley, who did not want 
for ſenſt, executed her commiſſion 
extremely well. She introduced La- 
dy Andent to her ſiſter, who, though 
extremely affected at ſeeing her, be · 
r + 


ee e Aer embraces, 
Melida, litcle by lite, as hee ſtrenged 
permitted, related the whole of her ſad 
ſtory; and coming to the circum- 
ſtance 'of "Lord Weſtland's intended 
marriage, he continued dun: 


«Though T had ſet little value 


en Lord Weſtland's heart (wicked 
foolifr creature that I was} yer, when 
47 05 O 6 my 
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my eyes began to be opened, and that 
all my dreams of happineſs were over; 
then I appreciated it as I ought. 
Alas! what would I mot have given 
to have been once more the happy 
object of his attentions 1 The more 
reflected on my conduct, the more 
1dereſted myſelf. iy any objeft 
now was to fly from the world, and 
bury myſelf in ſolitude; at a little 
n diſtance from Barnet I found a ſmall 
houſe, which ſuited my wiſhes, and 
a man. I avoided all communication 
with my neighbours, and never ſtirred 
beyond my garden, except of a Sun- 
day, when I went conſtantly to church, 
My health gradually deelined and 
took no meaſures ta reſtore ita indegds 
the oonſtamt grief thut oppeſſod my 
mind: could inot fail of undermining 

my conſtitution; — An Affecting diſ- 
courſe : one day from the pulpit, which 
A to the crimes af-whichd had 
9 0 been 
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been guilty, affected me ſo much, 
that I fainted away i I was carried into 
the air, and the rector (Doctor Ed 
ſiſted upon ſecing me ſafe home:; 
I would willingly have declined this 
civility, but he would not be reſuſed, 
and as]: found myſelf extremely weak, 
Hleant upon his arm till Io reached 
my own door; there he took leave 
of me; and aſed my | permiſſion: to 
There was ſomerhingt ſo, engaging 
and venerable in his appearance, 
chat L determined eo admit his bit. 
and accordingly when: he. called. the 1 
day following. I ordered my ſervant bl | 
to ſhew him into the parlontz—He lil! 
my health, and finding; that 1 had | 
conſulted nd perſon for advice, he preſt 
ſed me to ſee a phyſician. I could | 
not; -help, Laying thay Ig felt pleaſure 
in ee as Lied * 
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ſo much as a releaſe from the miſeries. 
of this world: — I amr ignorant, ma- 
dam,” ſaid) he, *© what inisfortancs. 
kave befallen you; but, believe me. 
t is your duty to do a in rt pow 
er to prolong chat life which, doubt - 
lefs, God, for very wiſe purpoſes, hath 
thought ſit to aſfſict. To naglect the 
— — — 
of ſuicide. By a patient ſubmiſſton 
to the divine | decrees,” ur fufferings 
vail on v to habe recourſe to medi- 
cal aſſiſtande, and if the griefs of your 
mind can receive any mitigation, open 
your heart to me. Think me not, 
madam, impertinentiy curious, but be- 
eve that i wiſh to impart the von- 
ſolation yuu cem ſo much in need 9. 
Religion; madarm, is a certain. re- 
ſource to the afflicted; perhaps I may 
be ſo fortunate ad D preſent objeRs- 
to you, through ã medum from Which 
youlave hutkertb ne ber viewed them. 


—1 was 
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_—T was truck wich the rector's diſ- 
ſhame of an ample: confeſſion of my 
fins. — I have not ſtrength, my dear 
fiſter, to repeat his ohſervations upon 
my ſtory ; bat convinced of my con- 
trition, he encouraged me to hope, 
that the various misfortunes E had 
endured, would, in the eyes of a gootl 
ſufficient puniſhment ſor my offences ;. 
to be thankfol/to his mercy, for giv- 
pious comfortable diſcourſes had a. 
very bappy effect upon my mind; 
but my health was too far gone to: 
receive any benefit from medical af-. 
fiſtance. — However, at Doctor Ed- 
wards's entreaty, I went to Briftal, 
you know the reſt, and I am too 
W 
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Marcia had attended to this recital: 
with-thoſe ſenſations/it could not fail ob 
inſpiring; her tears deprived her of 
tenderly; added, . I had but one wiſh: 
ungratified,. which prevented: my dy- 
ing in peace; and that was; the:con- 
ſolation of ſeeing one of my. family. 
Heaven has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
hear my prayers, and has ſent my dear 
ſiſter to cloſe my eyes. '— Woep not, 
dean Marcia; be aſſured I feel an in- 
ternal: content, to which my heart 
has: been à ſtranger ever: ſince I loſt: 
5 light of virtue and innocence.— Tell 
me, now, «all: that has: befallen you; 
and particularly everything chat re- 
lates to my poor little girl. Ah! 
Marcia, there — _— 1. nen 


not! 8 


& e Tre el 2 view 
nie in 1 

eee e dense 0 
detail of every branch of her family; 
unt when ſhe had ſatisfied her cu- 


rioſity, 


rioſity, Meliſſa enquired. if ſhe knew 
who had ſo generouſly added to her 


income Marcia had learned from | 


Mr. Netterville, in her laſt viſit to 
the Hall, that it was Lord Weſtland; 
he had heard Mr. Bumble boaſt of 
his obduracy, and diſapproving of it, 


had immediately aſſiſted her as has 
already been mentioned. — Meliſſa 


lifted up her eyes to heaven, and ut- 
tered... a fervent. hf happi- 
SHANE EEE enen © "Pp 
The two ſiſters then ſat tenderly 
gazing at each other; but Meliſſa fel} 
into. a fainting fit, which - weakened 
her extremely; her. voice: became in- 
articulate, and ſhe. was put to bed. 
Yet while ſhe could ſtill make her- 
ſelf underſtood, ſhe .again mentioned 
her wiſhes. that Lord Weſtland might 
be happy, and that her daughter might 
not deteſt her memory; but learh, 
n 1 example, to avid the allure - 
4185 40 ments 
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ments of vice; — Als! if the gay 
and thoughtleſa Clifford, added ſhe, 
g were now hexe, perhaps this ſcene 
might touch his heart, and he toa 
might repent:! — God grant chat he 
may net eee 
n ee bor nt Mn dn Sid. 

1. 

Marcia ne not to Gebert 
der ſiſter; ſhe diſpatched an expreis 
to her father and brother, with an 2 
count of what had happened to hen 
and ſent a ſervant to Sir James, with. 
a letter, telling lm the cauſe af her 
delay, and the refolutian ſhe had 
latter deremmined Sir James 1 
nnen n 15 1575 


wa Siſters had palied de na 
mbar the dying ane altogether 
as compoſed as the ether was diſturb- 
ed; it was evident, howcyer, - that 
Melifa's end approached faſt: Her 
port ns breath. 
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tinued unimpaired; and ſne ſeemed 
employed in mental prayer. — At laft 
the made ſigns to her maid to bring 
her a box, and to give it with the 
key to her ſiſter, who, by her direc- 


tion opened it, and found it contained 
a ſamll packet for herſelf, and ſome 


letters ſealed and directed, which her 
ſiſter made her comprehend, were to 
be delivered aſter her deceaſe. Marcia 
ſat bathed in tears by her ſiſter's bed, 
holding her hand. All at once Me- 
 lifla preſſed her's, feebly, to her lips, 
and inwardly ſaying, God ble 
eee, f Erb 983 

ww 1 
Juſt 42 nen young wo- 
man expired, Mr. Netterville arrived ; 
he prefſed her lips' which were Rill 


warm, and bewailed her untimely end; 


but his grief did not prevent dus atten- 


Nn amiable Marcia, whom ho 


took 
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took in his arms; more dead than alive, 
and carried her out of the room. 
His tender | eonfolations. ſomewhat 
 foothed his ſiſter, and Sir James, who 
arrived preſently after, entreated her 
to leave this ſeene of miſery, and ac- 
eompany him to town. Marcia, who 
had never yet diſobeyed him, ſhewed 

in this inſtance, a ſtrong reluctance to 
leave her poor ſiſter s remains; but 
her maid, and Mrs. Aſtley, promiſed 
not to neglect any decent duty; and 
Mr. Netterville ſaid he would, him- 
ſelf, ſee the laſt melancholy offices 
performed to his ſiſter, and prevail 
on his father to allow the corpſe to 
be laid in the family vault, at the 
Hall. — Marcia then examined the 
box anew, and found letters ſor her- 
ſelf, her father, brother, Lord Weſt- 
land and Doctor Edwards; theſe were 
immediately. ſent aa directed, and cok 
thoſe who received them many tears; 
{though Mr. Bumble the 8 
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mne n | 
had equenhe wo her iter: | 

2; 


{Pore 2 ee with 4 hens 
heart, arrived in town. Her grief 
ſoftened Sir James's diſpoſition j and 
he. began to treat n with * | 
an b A | Moat ol alin 

e er re 
by Marcia of the particulars of Me- | 
lifa's death, vas much affected at 
_ peruſing her penitential letter. He- | 


preſſed her little girl in his arms; ſaw, - * 
with pleaſure, that ſhe would have 4 
her mother's beauty; and flattered [| 


himſelf, the education he would give 
her, added to Lady Weſtland's ad- 
mirable ee would wk 26 
from. her ne, | 


* Melia return ee Res 5 
he * her diſtreſs from her 
father ; 


lr 6bligtthim to: give hen. — He, 


ſe had eee 


0 


de rut 212723. 
father pit touched his heart; he 


he had ſo ſondly adored;.. ſhould! be 
reduced to the feanty allowance the 


therefore, privately added- to it, and 
Mr. Netterville had been informed of 
ic by Lord Weſtland's Agent, for he; 
Himſelf, carefully concealed every ge- 


| -nerous action he performed. —— Mr, 


Netterville had endeavoured to find 
out/the place of his ſiſter's: reſidence; 


ol. en e it. 
g Lord Weſtland 's extiuragant paſ 
ton for beauty had been much abated 
fince his fatal connection with Meliſſa. 


_ =——After his divorce he determined to 


remarry; to this he. was induced by a 
partiality for a domeſtic: life, and a 
ſtrong deſire to have a ſon, that his 
worthleſs brother: might not inherit 
his title and eſtate — As he thought 

| he 


* 5 * . 


| Aha on wrong pla befbrez 


c 
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no teſolved to be well atquuinted with 


che character andi underſtanding of 


his ſuture wife . 15% new apprared 
toi hins ce moſt effential p 


The frequent opportunities he had ef 
ſeeing Sophia Lindſay, convinced him 
_ chatſhe'was formed to-make: any rea- 


ſonable man- perfeftly happy; and 
ue conſidered what - an advantage it 
would be to his daughter, to have ſo 
amiable and. accompliſned a ſtep- mo- 


cher. Sophia was then lamenting the 


loſs: of her tender, reſpe&table parent 
As ſoon as the firſt violence of her 
grief abated; ſhe conſented to an 
union with a many whom ſhe' had 


ever eſteemed. — Her good ſenſe, 
amiable manners, and the excellence 


of her heart, recompenſed him for 
his paſt ſufferings. Reaſon had vow 
guided his choice: If he loved her 
with leſs paſſion than he had done his 
former- wifey - he . cſtovmed her more) 


Ga 
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and he enjoyed wich her plesſures that 


time could not diminiſh. + Her 
numerous accompliſuments, poliſned 
converſation, and well: informedi un: 
derſtanding, eee eee - 


4 rere kat ιαν 31000 2 
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4 She 1 to 
Lady Caroline, who ſhared: with her 


LE tint her eme emen 


GG: J otonsb ice 2-02 55 Low 

enen alas: Melifla's flight, be- 
3 ſo odious to Lord Weſtland, 
that he could never prevail. on him: 
ſelf to return there.— He , divided his 
time between Weſtland- Caſtle (which 
he amuſed himſelf with repairing and 
bunte and London. e 


4; Mr. Clifford had found his 1 
inexorable, and, being extremely di- 
ſtreſſed in his circumſtances, he had 
been conſtrained to accept of a com- 
miſſion in the army, and afterwards 

g TT" 


+ 
"T3. 
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to exchange the luxuries of St. James's 


for the hardſhips and coarſe fare of 


America, where he had met with his 


death in an engagement. — His fate 


was little lamented, except by Lady 
Leonora, who could not hear of his 
death unmoved, however the reflection 


of his worthleſſneſs dried her tears 
and ſhe canſoled herſelf ſome time 


after, by adopting Lord Weſtland's 


ſecond ſon, to whom ſhe . | 


: her eſtate. 


NM iſs Gray's atamiable! per fon, ai 
aim more unamiable manners, con- 
demned her to a ſtate of celibacy. 


Lady Ardent's ſpirits, after her 
6ſter' s death, were ſo extremely low, 
that Sir James changed his deſign of 
carrying her back into the North; he 
even endeavoured to prevail on her to 


go into the world; but his efforts were | 


ineffectual for a great while. 


-Mrs. Belfield's arrival in town, was ; 
a/great conſolation - to her; the in- 


formed her that the ſhortly expected 


Vol. II. 4 her 


* 
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her brother from America, and that 
his wife had been dead for ſome 
months, and that, though he had 
been greatly weaned from his paſſion 
by his long ſeparation from her, that 
he had been extremely a at 
er of her death. | 


Marcia ſighed at hearing this intel- 
ligence ; ſhe found, alas ! ſhe could 
not yet hear St. Clairfont's name 
without- emotion, and ſhe impoſed 


upon herſelf the law of never ſpeaking 


of him, and as much as poſſible to 
avoid hearing of him, ſhe reſolved 
ſeldom to ſee Mrs. Belfi „ 
One day as ſhe was at Court, 
the ſudden appearance of this fatal 
enemy to her repoſe almoſt overcame 
her flurried ſpirits ; ſhe was obliged. 
to ſummon all her fortitude to her 
aid: St. Clairfont was juſt returned 
from America, covered with laurels, 
and preſented that day at Court. — 
Marcia, in traverſing the croud, could 
not avoid paſſing by him, and not to 
| be 


THE SISTERS, 316 


60 particular, ſhe muttered ſome little 
eompliments: His anſwer was in the 
fame ſtyle; a tranſient glance eſcaped. 
both, but ſhe quickly averted her 
eyes, not a little ſhocked at the ſad- 
neſs pictured in his countenance. —— 
Extremely agitated, ſhe haſtened from 
him to her chair, where ſhe reproach- 
ed herſelf for the little command ſhe 

had obtained over her unfortunate | 
partiality. — From this moment ſhe 
determined to break off all particular 
intimacy with Mrs. Belfield, being 
well convinced that the Teaſt indul- 
gence to the paſſions, though with the 
pureſt intentions, never fail to have 
fatal conſequences :—Nor could Mar- 
cia help blaming Mrs. Belfield for 
not having warned her, whom ſhe. 
ſhould meet at Court. — She adhered 
ſtrictly to her plan, and Mrs. Belfield, 
who loved her extremely, was pained 
by her behaviour; Marcia did: not 
think it right to explain the motives 
of it, and Mrs. Belfield, who remems- 

| h P 2 bered 
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bered the obſervations ſhe had: mads 
on Marcia at Bath, could not help ad- 


miring her prudence, greatly as ſhe 
ſuffered by its effects herſelf. | 


Moo now more wretched than | 


ever, preſſed Sir James to let, her re- 


turn into the country, whither he 
was himſelf going to, hunt for the 


laſt time that ſeaſon ; but, as he was 
to be accompanied by a large party 


of fox-hunters, he refuſed her requeſt, 
and left her in. town, little thinking 
he ſhould ſee her no more: Yet, he 
had ſcarce been a week abſent, when 
one day, being keenly in purſuit of a 
fox, his horſe taking a flying leap, 


miſſed the, ſtroke, and falling, broke 


Sir James's neck. 


| To ſay Marcia was diſtracted with 
grief at receiving this news would not 


be credited; but it eaſily will, that 


ſhe was extremely ſnocked at his un- 
timely end, — His late kindneſs to 
her had engaged her gratitude, and 


1 | ſhe 
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me had totally forgotten all he had 
at firſt made her faffer. © | 


She feigned no immoderate grief: 

but was affected at the idea of his go- 
ing unprepared before his Maker, and 
ſhe made it a point ſcrupulouſly to 
ſettle his domeſtic concerns, as ſhe 
knew he would himſelf have wiſhed. 
'—-She found he had ated very gene- 
rouſly by her; beſides a large join- 
ture, he had bequeathed her his houſe 
in town, a conſiderable eſtate, and a 
fum of ready- money. Her door was 
now again open to Mrs. Belfield; but 
ſhe prudently reſolved to haſten out 
of town, and paſs the firſt months of 
her mourning at her Father's: There 
the lenient hand of time compoſed all 
her ſorrows; her health recovered its 
wonted vigour, and her ſpirits their 


natural tone. D | 

St, Clairfont's ſervices had ha re- 
warded by his ſovereign, who had 
given him the red ribbon; — As ſoon 
as * permitted, he preſſed 
Marcia 
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Marcia to allow him to repair with 


his ſiſter to the Hall. — At laſt he re- 
ceived her conſent. — There he. ac- 
knowledged the tender impreſſion ſhe 
had made upon him, when. firſt he be- 
came acquainted with her, in Groſ- 
venor-Square ; but that honor had 
then obliged him to conceal it. He 


did not diſguiſe from her, that The- 


reſa's -death had greatly affected him. 
— All that he had ſuffered, and the 


whole of his ſentiments, were now laid 


open to her view, — She was equally 
candid in diſcloſing to him the ſe- 
crets of her heart; and in about a 
twelve-month after Sir James Ardent's 


death, ſhe gave her hand to Sir Henry 


St, Clairfont.— Mr. Bumble expreſſed 
the greateſt ſatisfaction at his daugh- 
ter's choice; he ſaid he believed there 
did not exiſt a more brave honeſt fellow 
than St. Clairfont.— Need I add, that 
two minds formed like Marcia sand Sir 
Henry's, taſted the utmoſt felicity to- 
gether? Every circumſtance tended to 

promore 


* 
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promote it: The reflections of their paſt 
ſufferings ; the cruel difficulties that 
had ſeemed inſurmountable bars to 
their union, and the approbation of 
their own hearts. — The harmony of 
their fouls might have rendered them 
happy in the moſt humble, confined, 
ſphere; ; they had not, however, . this 
trial, for- their ſituation was very af- 
fluent. — Sir Henry St. Clairfont had 
a regiment, and his eftate was yearly 
improving: Marcia was extremely 
rich. They paſſed their winters at her 
houſe in Harley-Strect; and their 
ſummers, partly at St. Clairfont, i in 
Devonſhire, and partly at the Hall. 
They were bleſſed with many love- 
ly children, and had the comfort of 
ſoftening the joyleſs period of old age, 
by devoting every poſſible care and at- 
tention to Mr. Bumble ; he doated 
upon them both; and took. more, 
pleaſure in ſeeing their ſmiling infants 
run about the Hall, than ever he had 
done in his own. + 5 

Mr. 
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Mr. Netterville had ' fuffered too 
| ſeverely for the indiſcretions of his 
youth, not to profit by them : He was 
fondly attached to his wife, who was 
amiable and domeſtic. — He lived 
chiefly at Southcote, which, with a 
conſiderable part of Sir James Ar- 
dent's property, devolved upon him, 
at his death, in right of Julia. 
Sir Harry Baſil prevailed on Mrs. 
Belfield to accept of his hand, and-ſhe 
made him a moſt excellent wife. 


Sir John and Lady Wander were, 
by their extravagance, reduced to the 
greateſt diſtreſs; their old age was 
joyleſs and contemptible, paſſed in mu- 
tual reproaches and endleſs altercations. 
— Colonel Philamour never recovered 
the uſe of his arm; he wandered 
about the continent poor and miſer- 
able, and never returned to his native 

omar: oo. | 
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